PAGE  
7
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Introduction:

As a teenager I can remember several Christmas’ being a frustrating time for me. I had ideas of what I wanted like my own car and my parents had ideas of what they wanted for me like clothes. If you looking for a car and you get clothes- you are going to be a little frustrated. 

For the first few years of our marriage I think I did a good job frustrating Anne at Christmas. She would have tons of great gifts for me and I would have her several things for the house. I now can understand Anne’s frustration- she was looking for something personal and I was getting things that were impersonal.

The truth in both cases is that there are times in which what I am thinking is not what the other person is thinking. I was thinking car; my parents were thinking clothes. Anne was think jewelry; I was thinking electric can opener.  In each case because we were not thinking alike; and it presented some problems.
In our passage of Scripture today, God is thinking one way and Solomon is thinking another way. And we want to see what we can learn when Solomon chooses to ignore what God wants and chooses to do what he wants.
Body:

1. When I choose not to do what God wants, some sin I don’t want to give up is always hanging around.
Vs 1-2 King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides pharaoh’s daughter…the Lord had told the Israelites, “You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your heart s after their gods.”

A. In school, when a student does something wrong in the hall between the switching of classes, I will yell his or her name but they pretend they don’t hear me because they know they have just done something wrong.

B. When you and I don’t want to give up something that we are doing wrong, we pretend we can’t hear from God. “I didn’t know that God did not want me to do that.”

C. Solomon loved the women. Solomon pretended that he did not hear the prohibition against marriage to the foreign women.  
2. When I choose not to do what God wants, it is not because God has not made Himself very clear.

Vs 2- the Lord had told the Israelites, “You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your heart s after their gods.”

Vs 9- The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who appeared to him twice.
A. It is not because Solomon didn’t know that God did not want him marrying the foreign women that he married them.

B. God gave Solomon a written word; God appeared to him twice. Solomon didn’t want to get rid of his sin.

C. Some of us today are caught up in relationships we shouldn’t be in; some of us are involved with things we should be involved with. And it is not the fact that you can not hear from God as to what you should be doing. It is that you don’t want to get rid of your sin.

3. When I choose not to do what God wants, it is because I think I know what is best for me.
Vs 2- Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love.

A. The key word is “nevertheless”. He knew what God said but it didn’t apply to him.

B. Do you know what Solomon said to himself? “God you don’t know me that well. I can marry these women and I won’t turn to other gods. I am not going to let these women change my worship of you.”

C. How often do we know what God says and we think that don’t apply to me?

4. When I choose not to do what God wants, I may be amazed as to how low I can sink.
Vs 4-8 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods…who burned incense and offered sacrifices to their gods.

A.  Not only did his wives turn his heart, Solomon followed the gods and built high places for each of his wives’ gods.

B. Sin will never take you down a little ways; sin will always take you down a long way. It took the prodigal son to eat with the pigs. It took Cain to kill his brother Abel and then be banished to a foreign land. It was sin that David his son.
C. Listen, if you are playing with sin, it not going to let you stop where you want to stop. It is going to take you down further than you want to go.

5. When I choose not to do what God wants, I will one day have to face the consequences. Not following God fully always has consequences.

Vs 11- So the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this is your attitude and have not keep my covenant and decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates.”
A. We need to remember that sin not only taking you lower than you want to go but that it always carries consequences. 
B. And the consequences will always cost you more than the pleasure which the sin provided.

6. When I choose not to do what God wants, I better hope that I have family praying for me.

Vs 13- Yet I will tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen.

A. What spared Solomon the full effect of the consequences was that he had a godly father, David.

B. Listen parents, I believe that you can spare your children some of the consequences of their sins if you lift them up to God in pray.

C. Listen spouses, you might be able to spare your mate some of the consequences of their sins by lifting them up to God.

D. And I believe that as a church family we can help a fellow church member spare some of the consequences of their sins by lifting them up in prayer.

Conclusion

We need to do all that we can do to think like God thinks. Remember if I am not thinking like God’s thinking then there is some sin that may be hanging around and I need to get rid of it. 

Today, we are going to open up our altar. Maybe today you are dealing with a sin that just been hanging around too long and you need to confess it to the Father. Will you come to our altar and pray?
