Word from the Front Line

1 Thessalonians 3: 5-10 
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INTRODUCTION: 
I believe that it is a fair statement to say that any Christian worth his or her salt is in a spiritual battle. My Bible tells me that we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers. It says the devil is like a roaring lion seeking whomever he may devour. Christians, we are on the front line in a battle- a spiritual battle.
The Church at Thessalonica was in that same battle.  Paul sent Timothy to them to hold them up and as we talked about two weeks ago and many of you made commitments to hold someone else up in this congregation. I hope that you are keeping your commitment to do that.

Now, today in our passage of Scripture, Timothy returns back to Paul with a word from the front line.  I am interested in knowing what Timothy tells Paul. The things that they discuss would probably be things that I need to know about since I am on the front line today- on the front line in a spiritual battle. So let’s pay close attention as we read:

1 Thessalonians 3:5-10 (NIV) 
5 For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter might have tempted you and our efforts might have been useless. 6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about your faith and love. He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us, just as we also long to see you. 
7 Therefore, brothers, in all our distress and persecution we were encouraged about you because of your faith. 
8 For now we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord. 
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? 
10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 

Body:

1. WORD FROM THE FRONT LINE TELLS ME THAT MY FAITH MUST HOLD OR THE DEVIL WILL GAIN A STRONGHOLD IN MY LIFE.
1 Thessalonians 3:5-6 (NIV) 
5 For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter might have tempted you and our efforts might have been useless.  But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about your faith… 

A. Paul sent Timothy to check on their faith.  He was afraid that their faith would not hold and that Satan would gain a stronghold in their lives. Look with me at verse 5.

B. But Timothy has come back from the front line and he tells Paul that their faith is holding firm.  Satan is not gaining any ground in this situation. He is not getting anywhere with them; their faith is allowing them to stand firm for Jesus.
C. When you and I are put to the test; when we find ourselves in a midst of a trial and our faith holds firm Satan can not gain a stronghold in our life. But let our faith falter in the midst of the trial and I assure that Satan has gotten some advantage over you that he will use in the future against you. Don’t be surprised- let your faith falter and Satan will throw it up in your face that you can not be used by God because remember when you … 
C. Not only that but let your faith falter in the midst of a trial and with each passing trial, it will get easier and easier to allow your faith to falter. I don’t believe that it was a coincidence that the disciple that denied Christ three times (Peter) was also the disciple that Jesus said “you of little faith”  when he saw the wind as he was walking on the water and began to sink. I believe that God was teaching you and me that it is easier to let our faith falter with each passing trial we fail to muster the faith to stand firm. 
I believe it was easier for Peter to deny Christ because he failed to walk to Jesus on the water.
D. Today, are you standing firm in the midst of your trials?  Or have you let previous defeats make it easier for you to be presently defeated in your life? Listen Christians, we must stand firm in the midst of the battle no matter what is thrown at us. That’s the word from the front line.
2. WORD FROM THE FRONT LINE TELLS ME THAT I AM NOT IN THIS FIGHT ALONE AND I NEED YOU BY MY SIDE.
1 Thessalonians 3:6 (NIV) 
6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about your faith and love. He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us, just as we also long to see you. 

A. Have you ever seen it where a married couple faces a crisis but instead of fighting the crisis together they turn on each other and start fighting each other?
B. Or have you ever seen a church instead of fighting our enemy Satan, the members turn on each other and start fighting with one another?

C. Sounds crazy? I agree; but it does happen. Timothy comes back from the front line that their love is holding. They haven’t turn on us Paul; they haven’t turned on each other; they still have pleasant memories of us being with them and they are longing for us to come back.

D. The Thessalonians realized they needed Paul just as Paul needed them and their love held. I wonder today if there is any situation in your life where you are fighting the wrong enemy.  For any spiritual battle we face we need each other- that is the word from the front line.

3. WORD FROM THE FRONT LINE TELLS ME I NEED TO REJOICE IN SOMEBODY ELSE’S VICTORY.

1 Thessalonians 3:8 (NIV) 
8 For now we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord. 
A.  Paul says now we can get on with our life because we know that you are getting the victory. His celebration for their victory was very genuine. 
B. Sometimes I think that our rejoicing or celebrating someone else’s victory is sometimes less than genuine. Oh, in church we will say “Praise the Lord”; “oh, that’s great; I am so happy for you.” But let us get in our cars and shut the doors where no one can hear us and we will say things like: “Can you believe that God would do something as great as that for him?” “Why does God always have to be blessing so and so all the time and He doesn’t seem to ever bless us?” I call that less than genuine enthusiasm for someone else’s blessing.
C.  And that might be the very reason why you are missing out on the blessings God has for you because you can not rejoice at someone else’s blessings. Don’t Galatians tell us a man reaps what he sows?
D. Because we all are on the front line we need to rejoice whenever anyone gets the victory and our rejoicing better be genuine.

4. WORD FROM THE FRONT LINE TELLS ME I AM TO CONTINUALLY BRING YOU BEFORE GOD IN MY PRAYERS.
1 Thessalonians 3:9-10 (NIV) 
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? 
10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 
A. When Paul talked to God, he continually mentioned the Thessalonians to God. They were on his mind and they were in his prayers. Whenever Paul prayed, God hear about the Thessalonians.
B. Let’s take our church as an example.  Glen Moyer had back surgery on Friday. I wonder how many of us prayed for him. We have been mentioning it all month that it was coming up at the end of the month. Probably many of us just forgot. 

C. Without embarrassing anyone, I wonder how many of our men who attended our prayer meeting Wednesday night remembered to offer a prayer on Friday for Glen. It was mentioned at that prayer meeting and we only had two days to have to remember about it. Still, probably many of those who attended our prayer meeting forgot to mention Bro. Glen to God in prayer on Friday. 
C. OK, you forgot so that prayer request fell through the cracks. Well, two weeks ago people came up to the front of the church and they voiced their needs and someone from the congregation joined them to stand with them to shore them up.  I wonder how many of you who came forward to stand with somebody remembered to mention them to God when you went to Him in prayer.
D. Listen, if I really believed that I am on the front line and if I really believe that you are on the front line with me then I would have an urgency to pray for you just like you would have an urgency for me. I would not want anything to happen to you because you got my back and I got yours.

 Conclusion
I now know what I need as I stand on the front line in my spiritual battle. I need my faith to hold not to let Satan gain ground. I need my love to stay constant so I don’t turn against you. I need to genuinely care that God has blessed you and I need to bring you to God in prayer so that you can stay strong in the battle.
Some of us are not doing those things. And I am going to ask God’s Spirit to go throughout this room and reveal to us if we are the front line soldiers we need to be. And if not maybe we need to come to the altar and talk with God.

Let us pray. 
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