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Introduction:

The Child throws a temper tantrum in the store because he wants his new toy now and not when he gets home.

The newly married young couple doesn’t want to wait to buy a new sofa and chair for their apartment and so they go and charge it to their credit card putting themselves just a little deeper into a financial hole.

The Biblical character, Moses, couldn’t wait for God to tell him it is time to lead his people out of Egypt and in his impatience killed an Egyptian and had to flee to the desert for 40 years.

And these three stories teach me if I don’t have patience it will always cost something.  The child’s impatience cost the mother her peace. The young couple’s financial future is called into question because of their furniture purchase. And it cost Moses 40 years on the backside of the desert because of his impatience. 
And so now knowing that impatience always cost something, I am going to pay real close attention as Solomon describes to me what my impatience could possibly cost me in my walk with God.
Turn with me in your Bible to:

Ecclesiastes 7:8-14 (NIV) 
8 The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and patience is better than pride. 
9 Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in the lap of fools. 
10 Do not say, "Why were the old days better than these?" For it is not wise to ask such questions. 
11 Wisdom, like an inheritance, is a good thing and benefits those who see the sun. 
12 Wisdom is a shelter as money is a shelter, but the advantage of knowledge is this: that wisdom preserves the life of its possessor. 
13 Consider what God has done: Who can straighten what he has made crooked? 
14 When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider: God has made the one as well as the other. Therefore, a man cannot discover anything about his future. 

Body:
1.  In my walk with God my impatience could cost me my spiritual strength in a difficult situation.
Ecclesiastes 7:9 (NIV) 
9 Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in the lap of fools. 

A. To act impulsively; to act without thinking; to act without considering the consequences; all those things steal our spiritual strength.
B. Our strength as Christians come not my acting quickly but by waiting; giving time for God to speak to us; giving time for God to work through us.
Isaiah 40:31 (NKJV) 
31 But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint. 

C. When I don’t respond quickly to a hurtful comment made by someone else against me, I can respond to the situation from my spiritual strength and not my weakness. When I don’t attempt to get even because someone has done something to me, my spiritual strength has time to teach me the right way to respond and not the wrong way.
D. Think of the last problem you had- did you act in haste or did you wait for God to strengthen you and bring you through it?

E.  My impatience might well cost me my spiritual strength.

2. In my walk with God my impatience could cost me getting to my “Promised Land”.
Ecclesiastes 7:10 (NIV) 
10 Do not say, "Why were the old days better than these?" For it is not wise to ask such questions. 
A. This verse with its question, “Why were the old days better than these?” reminds me of the Israelites and their journey to their “Promised Land”. 
B. How many times did they ask the question why did you bring us here and not leave us in Egypt.
Numbers 20:4 (NIV) 
4 Why did you bring the LORD's community into this desert, that we and our livestock should die here? 

C. And every one of them that asked that question didn’t make it to their “Promised Land”. Every one of them was impatient with God or with Moses or with the spiritual journey God was taking them on.
D. Impatience says that I want things back to the way they were; I can’t wait for God to do something; I would rather just go back to what I am familiar with. 
E. Patience says I know that God has a good plan for my life and I am willing to wait for Him to bring it about. Patience says my best days as a Christian don’t lie in the past they lie ahead of me. Patience says I am willing to wait to get to “My Promised Land.”
F. Are you longing for the good old days or are you hungry for a better walk with God. Patience is the way to get there.
3. In my walk with God my impatience could cause me to forget who actually is in charge.

Ecclesiastes 7:13 (NIV) 
13 Consider what God has done: Who can straighten what he has made crooked? 
A. Sarah’s impatient with God’s fulfillment of His promise of an heir caused her to forget that God is in charge and so she took control of the situation.

B. Moses’ impatience with God in the desert caused him to hit the rock rather than speak to the rock to bring forth water and as result He could only see the Promised Land but not enter it.

C. Israel’s impatient with their government caused the people to cry out for a king like the other nations and then suffered under the hands of Saul because of his disobedience.
D. Every time in our impatience we can not wait for God, we send God the message that we are in charge.
E. And as Solomon says: the truth is that we will never be in charge. I can not change what God has put in place. I don’t have what it takes to be in charge; and you don’t have what it takes to be in charge. Only God can be in charge.
4. In my walk with God my impatience could cost me the enjoyment of a good day.
Ecclesiastes 7:14 (NIV) 
14 When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider: God has made the one as well as the other. Therefore, a man cannot discover anything about his future. 

A. Some people can not enjoy the good days of their life because in their impatience to get somewhere else they miss them.

B. Teenagers today don’t enjoy the good days of being a teenager because they are so impatient about being an adult they miss the best time of their life.

C. A young married couple will sacrifice the good days of young love because in their impatience they will work all of the time so they can look like a couple who has been married a long time.

D. And then there is that older adult who is counting the years to his retirement and so busy preparing to retire that he misses the good days on the way to his retirement.

E. The point is simple our impatience to get somewhere else will cause us to miss the good days on the way there.

F. Solomon tells us don’t hurry to get there. Enjoy the good days along the way. Don’t let your impatience cause you to miss them.

Conclusion

I have always been told that you never pray for patience because the Bible tells us that patience comes through testing.
If that is the case you got a dilemma because your impatience will cost you the spiritual strength to handle a situation; it may cost you settling in your “Promised Land”; it may cause you a lapse of memory as to who is in charge; and finally it may cause your enjoyment of the good days because in your impatience to get somewhere else you can not stop to smell the roses.

It seems to me I would rather pray for patience because the down side of my impatience is worse than the testing of patience.

Some today may need to come to the altar and say: “God I need your patience in my life. Please help me God.”

As God leads you in this invitation you do what he tells you to do. 
