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Two Messages from God

Numbers 23
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Background:
The Israelites are on the march to the Promised Land. They are about ready to go through the land of the Moabites and the King, Balak, is worried.

It was the wrong response. The King ought to be ecstatic because when Israelites defeated the Amorites, the Moabites were set free from their captivity. Also if Balak knew his Hebrew history his land was given to him by God as a descendant of Lot and God had no intention of taking it and giving it to the Israelites. 

But Balak is worried so he calls a prophet who must have been well known by reputation. His name is Balaam. Balak believes this prophet can be bought so he sends a delegation with an offer of money to come back with them and curse Israel. Balaam hears from God and tells them he can not go.

But Balak believes that he is holding out for more money so he sends another delegation this time with a greater offer. He initially hesitates but then believes that he has been given permission by God to go.

The Angel of the Lord, Jesus, is angry and meets him on the road three times. Balaam does not see the Angel of the Lord but the donkey does. 

Then God allows the donkey to talk to Balaam. And Balaam holds a conversation with his donkey. Finally, the Angel of the Lord talks to Balaam and Balaam says I will go back home but this time the Lord says go but only say what I tell you to say.
And now we pick up with Numbers 23.

Tonight’s Message

1. Balaam tells Balak to build seven altars and to sacrifice seven bulls and seven rams.

a. This isn’t any kind of sacrifice prescribed by God.


b. God has never told him to do this.


c. This is just a trick of his trade so people will think that he is spiritual. What are some of the tricks that we use to let people think we are spiritual?


d. And the problem we our tricks is that we want to use them to impress God how spiritual we are. Balaam, the first thing he tells God is: look what I have done for you. Vs 4

2. God speaks to Balaam and we might be surprised that God speaks through someone so wicked as Balaam. But you what God uses unbelievers to talk to us a lot of times as Christians.
3. God first let’s Balak know that he knows what he wanted. Make no mistake about it God knows what you want even if you beat around the bush.

4. You and I can not curse something God has not already cursed.

 Proverbs 26:2 (NIV) 
2 Like a fluttering sparrow or a darting swallow, an undeserved curse does not come to rest. 

This makes Balak’s money worthless. 
5. In fact, God says that I am going to bless Israel by making them a set apart people with great size.

6. Vs 10- Balaam wanted to die the death of the righteous but he did not want to live the life of the righteous. But they go hand in hand. 

7. Balak when he hears these words is disappointed. He then takes Balaam to another place to see a portion of the people hoping that he could curse them from there.

8. In the second message God now rebukes Balak and taught him about God’s divine nature. He is not a man that He does not lie or change his mind; He always performs his word and that He has all strength

9. God now teaches Balak about Israel.  They were blessed. God was with Israel; He had brought them out of Egypt had protected them against sorcery and He will see them to victory.
10. Balak is disappointed again.

11. And so he takes Balaam to another place for the purpose of cursing them.
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