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Bible Study:

1. Moses does what the Lord commanded him to do. God tells Moses to pick leaders from each of the twelve tribes to explore the land. And in vs. 2 it tells us that Moses did as the Lord commanded.

2. Moses changes the name of Hoshea. In vs 16 Moses tells us that God changes the name of the leader of the tribe of Ephraim. His name was Hoshea but Moses changes it to Joshua. In both cases it means the Lord is salvation.
3. Moses gives them specific orders as to what to explore. 1. See what the land is like. 2. See what the people are like. 3. What are the towns like? 4 What is the soil like? 5. Does it have trees? 6. Bring us back some fruit.  

4. Moses gives them a specific place to go explore.

1. Go through the Negev. 2. And on into the hill country. They journey about 500 miles round trip and it took them 40 days. So they traveled about 12.50 miles per day.
5. The Israelites explored the land. In Hebron they discovered the descendants of Anak. These would be the line of Goliath. In Eschol they cut off a cluster of grapes and two of them had to carry them on poles. 

6. They come back and give the report to Moses, Aaron and the whole Israelite community.  Wasn’t Moses the one who sent them out at God’s command? Were the instructions to return and give the report to everybody? I don’t think so.  

7. The spies explored the land and report the following. 1. They reported what the land was like- flowing with milk and honey. 2. They bring back the fruit as Moses requested. 3. They tell what the people are like. 4. They tell what the towns are like.

8. The spies did not report on two things Moses asked them to explore.  1. How is the soil? 2. Are there trees on it.

9. The spies report that they went along the sea. Moses gave them instructions to go the Negev and hill country but did not tell them anything about going near the sea.
10. In vs 30 we see the people are grumbling about going into the land. Caleb silenced the crowd. And his respond to the crowd tell us that they were talking about not going into the Promised Land. What was to be an exploration of the land has now turned into a disaster because the report was given to everyone and not just Moses. When God told Moses to send spies it was never for a vote of the people.
11. The ten spies don’t give any credit to what God can do. The people might be stronger than the Israelites but not stronger than God.  The other ten spies give a bad report about the land but the land is not the problem. And certainly the land does not devour those living in it. If it did they would not be living there. How many times our “seems like” did not turn out like we thought it would. And how did the spies know they looked like grasshoppers to the other people? Did they ask them, I seriously doubted. It was a case of fear overcoming our faith.
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