Too Great an Invitation to Refuse
Luke 2:8-20
Dr. Dave M. Hartson

Bala Chitto Baptist Church 

12/6/06

Introduction:
It occurred to me the other day that Christmas is actually one big invitation after another. We’re invited to go more places than we really want to go. We’re invited to buy more things than we really are in position to pay for. We are invited to eat more food and desserts than our waistline tells us that we really need to be eating. No other way to describe it- Christmas is one big invitation after another.   
This morning I don’t want to talk with you about the going, the buying or eating invitations of Christmas. But I do want to talk with you about an invitation- a great invitation that was given to the shepherds who were in the fields watching their sheep. 
It was an invitation to leave what they were doing and go and meet with the King of King and the Lord of Lords. It  is that same invitation that has been extended throughout the centuries to people like you and me- to leave where we are and meet with the King of Kings.
And what I want us to look at closely this morning is the message of the invitation and then I am going to ask you to heed the words of the invitation.

Turn with me in your Bibles to:

Luke 2:8-20 (NIV) 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 
9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 
12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 
18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 
19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

Body
1. God’s invitation will initially be unsettling  to me but what God invites me to do is always for my good.
Luke 2:8-10 (NIV) 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 
9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
A. Don’t be afraid of God’s invitation to you. What God desires for you is for your good. He has no plans to hurt you. Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)  clearly reveals that to us.
11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

B. Even knowing God’s intention toward us, we are still generally fearful when God invites us to do something. The angel’s first words to Joseph in a dream were do not be afraid. The Angel Gabriel sent by God to deliver a message to Mary had to tell her do not be afraid because you had found favor with God. And today in our passage of Scripture the first words of the angels  to the shepherds are: "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. “

C. To be afraid when we receive an invitation from God puts us in good company. But the big question for us: will we overcome our fear and accept God’s invitation? Joseph did and took Mary for his wife; Mary did and said I am the Lord’s servant be it done to me as you have said. The shepherds did and they went to find the Messiah in a stable.

D. Have you accepted God’s invitation?0 It may be for salvation! It may be for rededication of your life! It may be for a specific call on your life! It may be to change what you are doing!  
2. God’s invitation will challenge me to move from a spectator to a participant.
Luke 2:11-12 (NIV) 
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 
12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 
A. The shepherds were watching their sheep. The shepherds were listening to the angels. They were spectators. And the invitation was given to be a participant. They were to go and worship the king. They were to go and tell others about what they saw.
B. You and I will never get much from our Christianity only being a spectator. We won’t get much from the worship service only being a spectator. God gives us an invitation so that we can participate.
C. You say, how can I participate? When we sing , do you sing? When we take up the offering , do you contribute? When the invitation is given, do you ever go to the altar and speak with God?
3. God’s invitation requires our immediate obedience.  
Luke 2:16 (NIV) 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 

A. The angels left and things returned back to normal. The glorious lights and sounds were now gone. The angels didn’t suggest that they would lead the shepherds into Bethlehem. The story could have ended right here except for one thing- they were obedient.
B. But I want you to notice today how they were obedient. It says “they hurried off”. There was no hesitation on their part. I think this is where you and I as Christians run into problems.
C. Instead of acting upon God’s invitation we tell God let me get my life straight first and then I will do what you ask me to do. Let me finish what I am doing this moment God and then I will come and do what you have asked me to do. And what has just happened to us is God’s invitation has been given to us and the story has ended right there because God requires our immediate obedience. If you have ever put God off you have been disobedient.
D. I am so glad this morning that the story didn’t end for the shepherds ; they hurried off to see the Savior. I pray that your story doesn’t end this morning.

4. God’s invitation is meant to be shared by me with others.
Luke 2:17-18 (NIV) 
17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 
18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 

A. Didn’t God want the world to know that the Savior was born? Why didn’t the angles shout it far and wide? Why weren’t there divine fireworks? Why was such a great event so little known?
B. The answer is simple. He has appointed us to tell the world the invitations that God has shared with us. That’s why when a person gets saved he shares with his new church family what God has done in his life. That’s why someone who has taken the wrong road suddenly realizes his error and rededicates his life and comes forth and shares that with his church family. That’s why someone would leave the comforts of America and go to some foreign land to share the message of salvation with people who have never heard such a thing before. It is all about the invitation and sharing it.
C. I wonder today has God’s invitation stopped with you. Did you pass it on or did you keep it all to yourself? I am so glad this morning that the shepherds went and told. Aren’t you?
Conclusion

This morning God may be giving you an invitation.  Are you going to put God off again and reject his invitation?  I beg you this morning to do what the shepherds did and hurried off to participate in God’s invitation.
And today I wonder if there is something that God want you to share with the church family that you haven’t. Then I invite you to come take a seat on the front row and when the invitation has ended I will give you a chance to quickly share about the invitation God has been dealing with you about.

Let us pray!
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