The Events of Three Days Later
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You have heard it said what a difference a day can make. You might say such a thing if you had a day where everything went wrong followed by a day in which everything just went right for you. You might say such a thing if the day before was a rather stormy day but today is just a beautiful day with bright blue skies.
Well, I am here to tell you on this Resurrection Sunday what a difference three days can make. The Disciples who followed Jesus had a very stormy Friday when their Teacher hung on the cross. In fact, as I search the Scriptures most of them are no where to be found near the Crucifixion. The only one that is mentioned near the cross is John. And we don’t even hear of the disciples asking for Jesus’ body after His death. Rather, it is a rich man named Joseph of Arimathea who places the body in his tomb. We don’t see the disciples discover on that Resurrection morning that the stone has been rolled away but rather it was the women who reported it to the disciples.
Three days later as Jesus appears to the disciples, their world had begun a complete change. Three days earlier death had Jesus hung on the cross to die and his disciples were scattered but now life has won the victory over death and now these disciples will never be the same. What a difference three days later had made!
The events of three days later have been making changes in peoples’ lives from that Resurrection day to this very present day. And I want to share with you this morning what the events of three days later have done in my life. I would say that this is a very personal sermon as I reflect what the events of that Resurrection morning has done for me. 
Body:

1. BECAUSE OF THE EVENTS OF THREE DAYS LATER, EMPTINESS THAT WAS WITHIN ME GOT FULFILLED.

Matthew 11:28-30 (NIV) 
28 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 

A. I have watched people spend a lifetime trying to fulfill the emptiness inside of them. They work longer hours at their jobs with the hope that someone will notice even more importantly care. I have seen people buy new cars, new homes, or big boats with the hope that one of those big ticket items would bring fulfillment to the emptiness within.

B. There was a man much wiser than me that lived in Old Testament times by the name of Solomon. He knew about that emptiness within and the Book of Ecclesiastes is about all the things that he tried to find fulfillment.  But in the end he says this:

   Ecclesiastes 12:13 (NIV) 
13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole [duty] of man. 

C.   People who feel empty inside keep searching for what they missing. Jesus tells me in Matthew’s Gospel that He gives me rest for my soul. If I am resting; I am not searching because I found what I was looking for.

D. But if Jesus didn’t rise from that grave three days later, then I couldn’t have Him living within my heart and I would still be unfulfilled. I would still be looking for that rest. And that is why I know that there had to have been a resurrection even though I wasn’t there because I don’t have that emptiness any longer;  when I asked Jesus into my heart I have found that rest that He promised and that I was looking for.
E. I hope that you don’t have that emptiness within you today.
2. BECAUSE OF EVENTS OF THREE DAYS LATER, I KNOW WHERE I AM GOING TO SPEND ETERNITY.
1 Corinthians 15:16-19 (NIV) 
16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 
17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 
18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 
19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 

A. I was always afraid of death, that is, until I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. I knew in my heart that there has to be more to life than just this world but I didn’t where I was going upon my death and that scared me. Today, I can stand before you and tell you with confidence that I am going to heaven because of the Resurrection of Jesus.
B. I don’t follow Jesus because that is the best way to live my life here and now; and I am a better person for it; and I would be satisfied even if there is no heaven to have served Christ. I agree with Paul that if that is the only reason I serve Christ is for the here and now I am the fool.

C. I follow Jesus because there is definitely an eternity and I don’t want to spend it in the wrong place. And so when I asked Jesus in my life he locked it down for me where I am going to spend eternity and I know it in my heart; and the Bible confirms what I know in my heart is right. 

1 John 5:11-12 (NIV) 
11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

D. I wasn’t at the resurrection but since I am confident where I am spending eternity; it proves to me that the Resurrection was real. Jesus did rise from the grave; and one day I am going to step into eternity heaven bound.
3. BECAUSE OF THE EVENTS OF THREE DAYS LATER, I KNOW WHO I AM GOING TO FOLLOW.

John 14:6 (NIV) 
6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

A. As I think about it- it is not His death that sets him apart because I am certain that over the years there have been many good men who have died for others. If you think about war I am sure that over the years there have been soldiers that have jumped in front of their friend and took the bullet instead of their friend but I don’t follow them. It is not His death that causes me to follow Him.
B. It is not His teachings that sets Him apart. Oh, He was a great teacher but throughout history there have been other great teachers but I don’t follow them. It is not His teachings that cause me to follow Him. In fact, his teachings were kind of harsh. “If you want to be my disciple pick up your cross and follow me.”
C. I don’t follow Him because He did great miracles. I don’t deny that Jesus performed great miracles but throughout history there has been others that perform miracles.  Today, Benny Henn draws huge crowds to his speaking engagements on the chance that they might receive a miracle. But I don’t follow Benny Henn because He does miracles nor do I follow Jesus because He did and He continues to do miracles.
D. I follow Jesus for one reason: His Resurrection. No one else has ever come forth from the grave to live forever more except Jesus. Jesus established well the fact of His resurrection by appearing to many before His Ascension into heaven where He lives forever more with the Father.

E. I know with confidence who I will follow because there is one who has arose from the grave like He testified that He would do. It is His Resurrection that sets Him apart.
4. BECAUSE OF THE EVENTS OF THREE DAYS LATER, I KNOW THAT I AM VALAUABLE TO GOD.

Romans 6:4 (NIV) 
4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

A. Resurrection Sunday is about more than pointing me to an empty tomb. Resurrection Sunday is more than a demonstration of the power of God to overcome man’s greatest enemy-death. Resurrection Sunday is more than the changed lives of eleven disciples.
B. God’s message to you this Resurrection morning is:  “My son, my daughter I love you and I value you so much that I sent My Only Begotten Son to make a way for you to be with Me.”
C. The amazing thing about Resurrection Sunday is not that the Son of God died on the cross, was buried and on the third day rose again from the grave. The most amazing thing is that He did it for me and He did it for you. Wow! I am valuable to God.

Conclusion:

A fulfilled life; an eternal life; a confidence in who I follow; and prove that I am of value to God is all wrapped up in Jesus Resurrection from the grave.
Let us pray!
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