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There is Room for Improvement

Hebrews 6:13-20        Dr. Dave M. Hartson


Introduction:
Parents, have you ever been called to a conference with your child’s teacher because she just wanted to tell you that your child is perfect and there is no room for improvement.
Or, how many of you married guys in this room have heard your wife tell you over and over: “honey, our marriage is perfect just like it is; there is nothing else you need to do to make it better; there is no room for improvement.”  

Or how many of you ladies have awaken from a good night sleep, looked in the mirror, and said to yourself: “this face of mine is just perfect like it is. No reason to put all that gook on it this morning; there is no room for improvement.”
Just what I thought! We all basically know no matter how good our child is in school, or how good our marriage is, or how pretty our face might look, it always can be better; so there is always room for improvement. 

God can’t get any better. There is no room for improvement with God.  And I really love that about God but then I realize that as I see His perfection; I see my areas of imperfection; in seeing His perfection I realize that there is so much room for improvement in my own life.
Today, the writer of Hebrews wants us to see God’s perfection. And in so doing, he is actually forcing us to look at our imperfections.
Turn with me in your Bibles to Hebrews 6:13-20 

13When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself, 14saying, "I will surely bless you and give you many descendants."[c] 15And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised. 

 16Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument. 17Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 18God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. 19We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.

God is perfect and I am flawed. So what aspects of God’s perfection do I see in this passage of Scripture that I have to work on in my life. And so that is where I am going with today’s sermon. “Today, there is room for improvement in my life.” Let’s look at these areas together.
Body

God’s promises are a sure thing; my promises are less than sure. There is room for improvement in the promises I make to God, myself and others.
13When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself, 14saying, "I will surely bless you and give you many descendants." 15And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised. 

God made a promise to Abraham that he will be a father of a great nation. There is a big problem though and that is his wife Sarah is barren. So on the surface it almost seems like an empty promise (the kind of promise we make) but what give this promise substance is the one who is making the promise: God Himself.
And if God can make this promise happen despite all the obstacles (a barren wife, a stubborn Abraham and a concubine) then He can make every promise He makes happen. So that means that I can trust the promises He has made to me.  Promises to save me; promises to keep me; promises to watch over me; promises to give me a home in heaven!
But what about our promises? We are always making promises to God. When we get in trouble, the first thing we want to do is threw a promise at God. Oh God, if you fix our marriage, I will make sure that our family is in church all the time. Oh, God if you heal me this time then I will turn my life around and live for you.  Oh, God if you just take away this horrible addiction then I will give my heart to you. We all at some point have made a promise to God and have not carried it out.
And what about the promises that I make to myself? How low can I go- don’t even keep my own promises to me? This year I am going to lose weight. This year I am going to get my priorities straight. This year I am going to read my Bible more. If I can‘t keep my promises to myself what does that say about me.
And then there are promises we make to others.  I will pray for you. I will give you a hand with that this weekend. You can count on me to be there.

I am glad that God keeps His promises to me but it makes me realize how far I need to go in my life to be God like. 
It is always God’s nature to act in a consistent manner; the way that I act can only be described as inconsistent. There is room for improvement in the way that I conduct myself. 
17Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath.

Has there ever been a time you have gone to God in prayer and you felt that He did not have time for you? Has there ever been a time that you confessed your sin and He said stop; I am not going to forgive that one. Has there ever been a time that you needed Him the most and you could not find Him? The answer to all three of those questions is “no” because there is a consistency about the character of God.
Can I say that about myself? Today, I might be all dressed up and talking, looking and acting kind of spiritual but do I act that same way throughout the week. Or do people say that he isn’t all that he pretends to be. That’s being inconsistent.
Are there times you are able to forgive someone for how they have hurt you; but there are other times that you cannot forgive someone for what they have done to you? That is inconsistent. 
Are there times that you will be there for someone when they need you and other times you just can’t be found? That is inconsistent.

I thank God for being consistent with me but I hate how that shows me how inconsistent that I am with others. Oh, I have room for improvement.
God is immovable; He is my anchor but I sometimes in the Christian life find myself set adrift. There is room for improvement- I should learn to hold on to the anchor and not allow myself to be set adrift as much as I am.
19We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure…

Some of our Christians lives look like the stock market- they are up and down and all around but not consistent. And that spills over into our everyday lives. Your family has got to figure out each day who showed up back at home after work. Is it that loveable spouse and good parent or is it going to be the person that chews your head off the first words you say to them.
At work, you as an employee might have to try to figure which boss showed up today. Is it the one that wants to be your friend so he jokes around with you and tries to be the good old boss or is he the guy that comes in with a scold look on his face and tells you to quit all that joking we have got work to do and if you don’t want to do the work then get out?

Many of the relationship problems we encounter are because people are not consistent. I am so glad today that God is consistent; God is an anchor. He is firm and secure. I can run to Him when I have a problem; He is going to be there for me. Not even the devil and all the demons of hell can keep Him away from me. I can talk with Him when I need to talk because He is not going to tear my head off. He is an anchor.

I am so glad today that God is my anchor because there are times that I needed to hold on to Him for dear life.  But because God is an anchor, it lets me see how often I am spiritually adrift in my life and I don’t like to think I am that inconsistent. After all, I know in my heart that I should be consistent- I should not; be set adrift- because after all Christ died for me.
Conclusion

There is a consistency in God’s promises to me- He will always keep them. There is a consistency in God’s nature- He will always act the same toward me. There is a consistency in God’s steadfastness- nothing can move Him; He is firm and secure.
But how is my life? Is it consistent or inconsistent?

Let us pray!

