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Introduction:
Maybe I am getting wiser in my old age but I have learned that I don’t have to fight every battle that comes my way. I have also learned that there are some battles I know I can’t win so it foolish to try to pick a fight, take my best shot, and see what happens.

One fight I should know that I will never win is the fight that I have with God. Oh, you are sitting there saying to yourself that you don’t fight God. He is not talking about me. But oh, we do fight God and I am talking about you.
Tonight, our passage of Scriptures tells us the ways that we fight God.

Body:

1.  When we complain about our situation we are attempting to pick a fight with God. 
Numbers 11:1 (NKJV) 
1 Now when the people complained, it displeased the Lord; for the Lord heard it, and His anger was aroused. So the fire of the Lord burned among them, and consumed some in the outskirts of the camp. 
A. Notice it wasn’t anything in particular they were complaining about. NKJV says they just complained and the NIV says about their hardships but nothing in particular.

B. Do you realize that to complain just for the sake of complaining is picking a fight with God? Look with me at:

Numbers 14:29 (NKJV) 
29 The carcasses of you who have complained against Me shall fall in this wilderness, all of you who were numbered, according to your entire number, from twenty years old and above. 

C. Why would just complaining be picking a fight we God? Because it calls into question first God’s love for us and secondly it calls into question God’s provision for us. If He love me why am I in this spot? If He provides for me why do I feel God is holding back something from me? So my complaints call into question his character.

2. God will show you by his actions that you really don’t want to fight with Him.

Numbers 11:1 (NIV) 
1 …and when he heard them his anger was aroused. Then fire from the LORD burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp. 

A. The outskirts of the camp got consumed by fire. What was that? It was a warning sign to the people that they really shouldn’t attempt to fight with God.

B. I wonder what warning signs God has given us.

3. There are times that we want to pick a fight and after we start it we want to go run to a safe place.
Numbers 11:2 (NIV) 
2 When the people cried out to Moses, he prayed to the LORD and the fire died down. 

A. The people pick a fight with God but when God says let me show you they go run to Moses and he prays and God quits consuming the campsite.

B. It is interesting that with all God has done for them up to this point they are trusting still more in Moses than they are God.

4. Moses named the place Taberah so the people will remember what God did when they complained.
Numbers 11:3 (NIV) 
3 So that place was called Taberah, because fire from the LORD had burned among them. 

A. So Moses names the place “Taberah” which means burning. They don’t move from that place. They are staying in that place. The name of that place should constantly remind them of what happened the time they complained.
B. And you guessed it. They are going to complain again.
 5. There are times we pick a fight with God because our memories grow short.
Numbers 11:4-6 (NKJV) 
4 Now the mixed multitude who were among them yielded to intense craving; so the children of Israel also wept again and said: "Who will give us meat to eat? 
5 We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 
6 but now our whole being is dried up; there is nothing at all except this manna before our eyes!" 

A. God consumed some of the camp by fire; Moses names the place burning and yet here they go again complaining about what they are eating.

6. There are times we pick a fight with God because we have selected memories.
Numbers 11:5-6 (NIV) 
5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost--also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 
6 But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!" 

A. It makes it sound like those were the good old days. They forgot about all the hard labor the Egyptians made them perform. They forgot about their cries to God to leave that land.
7. We try to pick a fight with God when we try to blame Him for something He did not do.
Numbers 11:11 (NIV) 
11 He asked the LORD, "Why have you brought this trouble on your servant? What have I done to displease you that you put the burden of all these people on me? 

8. There is a big problem when the leader gets overwhelmed by the problems of his congregation.
Numbers 11:16 (NIV) 
16 The LORD said to Moses: "Bring me seventy of Israel's elders who are known to you as leaders and officials among the people. Have them come to the Tent of Meeting, that they may stand there with you. 

A. The people had a problem; and now Moses is out of balance in his life because of the people’s problem and God rushes to shore up Moses. He doesn’t rush to solve the congregation problem. He is going to fix Moses’ problem first.
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