The Keeper of the Most Important Keys is the One in Charge

Revelation 1:17-18


Introduction:
I am here today to share with you something that I have learned in my many years of working that might help you in keeping your jobs. And if you a young person who has not yet entered the work force, you are getting some valuable information that will help you when you get your first job. Listen closely because if you can learn this you are ahead of the game: “the person who is the keeper of the most important keys in the one in charge.”  

At school, where I work, I have a key that let’s me into my office. I also have a key that let’s me into my file cabinet. That’s all the keys that I have- just two (2). I know by just having two keys in a school as big as ours that I am not very high up on the totem pole.

Now Mr. McLendon, he is our school principal, he has about twenty keys. That by itself tells me something but what’s more important is that he holds the most important keys. His keys let him into the front office; they let him into the safe area where they kept confidential documents; his keys can get him into the cafeteria area where they keep locked up all the food they buy; and his keys can let him into the coke machines around campus.  And so just by knowing that- I know that he is the one in charge and I better not do anything to mess with him because I could easily be fired. What chance has a two key person against a person with twenty important keys? None!
And you are asking yourself why are you telling me about this now on Resurrection Sunday? Shouldn’t you be telling us about Jesus coming out of the tomb and that He now lives forever more and because of His life I can live eternally with Him in heaven?

I’m telling you about this because of Jesus’ own words to the Apostle John in the Book of Revelation tells us about Jesus being keeper of the most important keys in light of His resurrection. Read with me as we read from:

Revelation 1:17-18 (NIV) 
17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 
18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 

Did you hear what Jesus has just told John?  I am the one in charge because I hold the two most important keys in all the world. So Jesus holding those two keys- these two important keys – answers for me a whole bunch of questions.
Body

1. Why is Jesus in charge of my life- why can’t I be in charge of my own life? 

The answer is Jesus is God.
Revelation 1:17 (NIV) 
17  …I am the First and the Last…

You hear people say that I can do whatever I want with my body after all, it is my body? Or I can do whatever I please just as long as I don’t hurt anyone else. Or the only person that I am accountable to is me.

Wrong on all counts. Before Jesus came down to earth, got on a cross and died for my sins and then rose from the grave, He was always God and He always held the keys. He was always the one in charge. Remember the one who holds the most important keys is the one in charge.
 Even before I knew Christ as my Savior, He was always in charge over my life, and when I accepted Christ I acknowledged His charge over my life.

I need to remember that He is the One who holds the keys because He is God. 
2. Why do I need to do anything about Jesus in my life?

The answer is Jesus is Life.

Revelation 1:18 (NIV) 
18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! …

There is no human being that has gone to the grave and returned from the grave to live forever more. Now Lazarus went to the grave, returned from the grave only eventually to return to the grave.

We have heard stories of people who have had near death experiences and return to tell their stories but eventually they too all died or will die.

Even Enoch who was translated into heaven will even return to earth during the Book of Revelation and die in the square.

But Jesus says that I am different. I have died but now I am alive for evermore. And so those important keys- they are still in my possession. I am still in charge.

So if I want to spend eternity ion heaven; then I have to go through Jesus. He says: John 14:6 (NIV) 
6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

3. What is Jesus holding the keys important for me?

The answer is Jesus is my security.

Revelation 1:18 (NIV) 
18  And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 

A. I am so glad that Jesus did not give me the keys to hold concerning my eternal life. I might have lost them or I might have had them stolen from me especially by the devil or one of his demons. 

B. Jesus is the keeper of the keys. And the devil can not get them from him. 

C. The Bible tells me that greater is He that is in me than He that is in the world. My Bible also tells me that nothing can snatch me from God’s hands.

D. So that means to me that I am secure.

E. The resurrection means my security- Jesus is holding the keys. 

4. So what should the Resurrection of Jesus be doing in my life?

The answer is that it should  remove my fears.

Revelation 1:17 (NIV) 
17  … "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last... 

A. If I have truly experienced the Resurrection power of Jesus Christ then all my fears should vanish.

B. Think about it: if Jesus is my God; if Jesus is my Life; if Jesus is my security then really what do I have to fear? The answer is nothing.

C. And what faith do I have to that Jesus can do all those things? He holds the keys so He is the One in authority and by His own words He tells us that He can do all those things.

D. He is our God, Our Life , Our Security and Our Comforter. Happy Resurrection Sunday!

Let us pray!
Dr. Dave M. Hartson
Page 6

