Sermons by Dr. Dave Hartson

Lessons Taught Me by the Most Unlikely Teachers Part 2


Simon & the Woman Who Wiped Jesus’ Feet
1. Introduction

1.1.  We expect to learn lessons from the great prophets of the Old Testament; we expect to learn lessons from the Words of Jesus; we expect to learn lessons from the writings of the Apostle Paul. But we sometimes overlook some great lessons that we could possibly learn because the people involved are the most unlikely of teachers.

1.2.  Last week, the two criminals that hang on the crosses on each side of Jesus were our teachers. Tonight, we look at another pair of unlikely teachers- Simon a Pharisee and a woman most likely a prostitute who wiped Jesus’ feet with her tears.
1.3. Let’s look at the passage of Scripture.

Luke 7:36-48 (NIV) 
36 Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. 
37 When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 
38 and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner." 
40 Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. 
41 "Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?" 
43 Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. 
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 
46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 
47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." 48 Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 

2. Body
2.1. Simon teaches us that there are some people who invite Jesus into their lives and then go about treating Him like an unwelcomed guest.
Luke 7:44-46 (NIV) 
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 
46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 

2.1.1. Simon went to a whole lot of trouble throwing a dinner party and Jesus was the honored guest. But when he gets there; there is something seriously wrong. The host doesn’t extend the common courtesy to his guest. It is like the one who is invited as the special guest when he arrives is no longer considered even a guest. He is not giving water to wipe his feet, oil for his head or the customary kiss. He is in fact ignored by the host.

2.1.2. When we accept Jesus as our Savior, in essence, we are saying we are inviting you into our heart as our guest. But when he gets there we continue to live like we always use to life; we continue to talk like we always use to talk; we continue to do things we know are destroying our bodies.

2.1.3. Then aren’t we just like Simon? 

2.2. Simon teaches us that we better learn to take our thoughts captive because Jesus examines our thoughts and calls us on them.
Luke 7:39-40 (NIV) 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner." 
40 Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. 

2.2.1. Simon is not talking to the other Pharisees invited; he is not talking to Jesus; he is not even talking to the woman. He is talking to himself so that no one can hear what he is saying. He is saying this to himself. We all talk to ourselves.
2.2.2. But Jesus heard them because He can hear our thoughts and He can judge the intends of our heart. 

2.2.3. The Pharisee didn’t throw her out; he didn’t yell at his servants for letting her in; he just spoke to himself. And Jesus heard them and He judged his thoughts.

2.2.4. Knowing that Jesus hears our thoughts and knowing that Jesus understands the intends of our hearts throws our standing at the judgment seat of Christ into a whole different ballgame.

2.2.5. Maybe that is why the Apostle Paul tells us to take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.

2.3.  The woman teaches us that if I am truly in love with Jesus I don’t let what other people think hinder me from being with Him. 
Luke 7:39 (NIV) 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner." 

2.3.1. I can’t not possibly go to the altar again this week because I went to the altar last week and people will start asking what is wrong with me.

2.3.2. I can’t possibly tell my friends I can not go with them because I want to go to church because they will think I am some type of religious fanatic.

2.3.3. I can’t possibly tell my family that I will be late for Sunday lunch because I am going to church before I come to the house to eat.

2.3.4. The woman was not worried about what others thought.

2.4. Jesus forgives the woman sins but not Simon’s; the woman asks for her sins to be forgiven by her actions; Simon never even asked for it by his words or his actions.

Luke 7:48 (NIV) 
48 Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 

2.4.1.  There are some people who think they are pretty good people and don’t even realize they need forgiveness. Obviously, Simon was a good man.
2.4.2. It was the perfect time to seek forgiveness for his sins, Jesus has been invited as a guest in his home. But Simon does not realize that he has a need.
2.4.3. The woman because of the way that she lived her life she knew that she had a need,
2.5. You can not give away something you have not received.
Luke 7:47 (NIV) 
47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." 

2.5.1. You want to be more loving- then you have to experience God’s love.
2.5.2. You want to have more patience. You first have to understand the patience God has for you.

2.5.3. You want to be more forgiving then you first have to realize how forgiving God has been to you.
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