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Introduction:

Cinderella! We all know the story. The wicked stepmother and stepsister force Cinderella to do all the work around the house and they do nothing. They go off to attend the royal ball, and Cinderella is given an unusual opportunity to attend that same ball but with the condition that she must flee the castle by the final stroke of midnight. 
While at the ball, Cinderella wins the attention of the prince. In her enjoyment of the evening, time slips away and before she knows it the clock begins to strike twelve. In her haste to leave she loses her slipper which the prince finds. He declares that he will marry only the person whose foot fits this slipper.

The prince conducts a search allowing the maidens of the land to try on the slipper. The evil stepsisters try on the slipper but it doesn’t fit.  Finally, Cinderella is given the chance to try on the slipper and it fits perfectly.

The wicked stepmother and stepsisters can not believe their eyes. It is Cinderella’s slipper! After all, they just knew that she is the most unlikely one for the prince to marry.
I tell you that story because the Bible has a similar story. There were ten men who were lepers and one day they got the unusual opportunity to ask Jesus for healing. Jesus sent them to the priest and each one on the way to the priest received their healing. But there was only one, the most unlikely one, a Samaritan that returned to thank Jesus for what He had done. And I want to know why the unlikely one, the Samaritan, was the only one who returned to give thanks.

Turn with me in your Bible to:
Luke 17:11-19 (NIV) 
11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 
12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 
13 and called out in a loud voice, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!" 
14 When he saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they were cleansed. 
15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 
16 He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him--and he was a Samaritan. 
17 Jesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 
18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" 
19 Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith has made you well." 

Body:

1.  The Unlikely One, the Samaritan, did not assume that Jesus knew that he was thankful. He demonstrated it.
Luke 17:16 (NIV) 
16 He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him--and he was a Samaritan. 

A. I assume the other nine lepers were thankful in some way but they never demonstrated it; they never showed it. Wouldn’t you assume that if you had cancer and someone brought healing to you in some way that you would be thankful to some extent?

B. But here is the problem: the Christian life has no place for assumption. The Christian life is the place for demonstration. The Christian life is a place for action.

C. I can not assume I am saved; I must ask Jesus Christ into my heart as Lord and Savior and then confess Him before men to be saved. I can not assume that Jesus will forgive me my sins because I am sorry; I must confess them before my Father in heaven. I can not assume that my gift I present at the altar today is acceptable to God; I must go and reconcile if someone has something against me.
  D. The Samaritan did not assume that Jesus knew how thankful he was; he demonstrated it. Today, are you assuming something in your Christian life? Oh, how very dangerous that is!
2. The Unlikely One, the Samaritan, did not settle for a quick fix; he wanted to be made well. 
Luke 17:17-19 (NIV) 
17 Jesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 
18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" 
19 Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith has made you well." 
A. Nine settled for just being healed- being made clean from their leprosy. One got God’s best- "Rise and go; your faith has made you well."  There is a world of difference between being cleansed and being made well.

B. Nine settled for just physical healing. The Samaritan received healing to his mind, his soul and his body. His healing was complete. He was made well. 
C. There are people in church today who are not looking for all that God has to give them but instead they are looking for that quick fix- the answer to their prayer exactly like they asked it.  It doesn’t matter if God has something better in store for them. All they want is that quick fix.

D. There are people all across this country today going to church probably for the first time in a long time to ask God to save their marriage. But if God answers their prayer and saves their marriage, you won’t see them anymore in church after that.

D. You and I know those people well because when they get what they want, you don’t see them in church anymore. They were interested in just the quick fix and not the complete healing.
E. I don’t know about you but I want all that God has for me. I don’t way to settle for the quick fix, do you?

3. The Unlikely One, the Samaritan, saw Christ as making the difference in his life and not the healing. 
Luke 17:15-16 (NIV) 
15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 
16 He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him--and he was a Samaritan. 

A. The other nine lepers did not return to give thanks because they saw their healing as making the difference in their life. It was their crowning point. Now they could go on with living. They could return home to their families; they could return to their businesses; they could return to their old way of life just the way it was. After all, nothing has changed except now they are physically healed.
B. The Samaritan saw Jesus as making the difference in his life.  It wasn’t the healing that made the difference. It was Jesus.  And now, he couldn’t go back to his old way of life. It was more than just a healing; he had fallen in love with Jesus. He didn’t run home. He ran to Jesus. He didn’t want to run back to his old way of life. He wanted to run toward his new life with Jesus.
C. I have a problem when people walk the aisle and tell me that they have given their heart and life to Jesus and they go right back to their old way of life.

D. I have a problem when a person walks the aisle of this church and says that they haven’t been living for Jesus like they should and so they say they want to rededicate their life but when they leave church they go right back to the way they were. 

E. When you fall in love with Jesus your life should indeed change.
4. The Unlikely One, the Samaritan, had something to say to Jesus that he had to say in person.
Luke 17:15-16 (NIV) 
15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 
16 He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him--and he was a Samaritan. 

A. Thank you, Jesus! As the Samaritan was praising God, I am sure the words “thank you, Jesus” came out of his mouth.

B.  When was the last time you said “thank you, Jesus?” When has been the last time you have made your way up to the altar to say “thank you, Jesus?” The Bible instructs us to give thanks in all things to God. 

C. How will it be this Thanksgiving? Will you identify with the Samaritan or do you identify more with the other nine lepers.  They asked, received a blessing from Jesus but never took the time to say “thank you”.
Conclusion:

With every head bowed and every eye closed can you say thank you to Jesus for where your life is right this very moment…for where God has you right this very moment. Some of us might not like the spot we are in our life right this moment but can we say thank you. The Samaritan made his way to Jesus and I invite you to make your way to the altar.

Some may have realized today I am not in love with Jesus I am just in love with the quick fixes that He can give me. I invite you to come to the altar and fall in love with Jesus today.
As God leads you; you leave that pew and make your way to the altar.
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