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The Story of a Giant 
Introduction:

 If I would ask you the name of the Old Testament giant- you would probably tell me his name was Goliath. What I want to share with you today in that story of David and Goliath is that the giant was not Goliath but rather it was David.

Oh, Goliath may have been tall. Nine feet tall, in fact! No matter how tall Goliath stood on the battlefield that day; it was David who was the giant. He stood tall as a spiritual giant.  I don’t know about you but I want that for my life; I want to be that spiritual giant in my life; in my home; at my job.  So this morning I want to see the characteristics that made David the giant that he was. Maybe, we can apply those characteristics to our lives and become the spiritual giants we ought to be. 

Body:
1. If I want to be a spiritual giant in my life I ought to be offended when somebody belittles my God.
1 Samuel 17:22-27 (NIV) 
22 David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to the battle lines and greeted his brothers. 
23 As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it. 
24 When the Israelites saw the man, they all ran from him in great fear. 
25 Now the Israelites had been saying, "Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He comes out to defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man who kills him. He will also give him his daughter in marriage and will exempt his father's family from taxes in Israel." 
26 David asked the men standing near him, "What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?" 
27 They repeated to him what they had been saying and told him, "This is what will be done for the man who kills him." 

A.  We discover that David shows up at the battlefield because his father sends him with food for his three brothers who are in Saul’s army. While David is there, Jesses wants him to check up on his three brothers and bring back home a report on how they are doing.
B. Understand, this was not David’s problem; it was not David’s fight; he was not in Saul’s army; on this occasion he is only a deliverer and a messenger for his father. But David could not stand idly by because there was a Philistine by the name of Goliath who for 40 days and 40 nights has defied the army of the living God. And David could not sit idly back and do nothing. 
C. In verse 23, David heard him with his own ears shout defiance at the army of the living God. His choice is the same choice we have: do you say nothing; do nothing or do you have to take some action. 
D. You are at the water cooler at work and people gather around because someone is telling a joke.  As you listen a little bit you find out that God is the butt of the joke. Do you do something because your God is being belittled or do you say nothing or maybe even smile at their joke?

E. You go to the movie house; pay good money to get in; and then spend a fortune on popcorn and drinks. You are five minutes into the movie, and they start using God’s name in vain. Do you sit there and doing nothing or do you get up walk out, tell the manager you don’t appreciate movies that belittle your God and leave the theatre? Or how about at home- you are watching a show, you are all involved in it but they start using God’s name in vain. Do you turn it off; or do you say this is my own home no matter will know if I just keep watching it? God will!
F. A spiritual giant will not put up with anyone belittling their God. David was not going to put up with it and neither should we.

G. You take it personally when someone attacks your family; you need to take it personally when someone attacks your God. Listen to David and how he saw things:
Psalm 69:9 (NIV) 
9 for zeal for your house consumes me, and the insults of those who insult you fall on me. 
2. If I want to be a spiritual giant in my life I must be willing to risk it all.

1 Samuel 17:28-44 (NIV) 
28 When Eliab, David's oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger at him and asked, "Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the desert? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle." 
29 "Now what have I done?" said David. "Can't I even speak?" 
30 He then turned away to someone else and brought up the same matter, and the men answered him as before. 
31 What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him. 
32 David said to Saul, "Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him." 
33 Saul replied, "You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth." 
34 But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 
35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 
36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 
37 The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." Saul said to David, "Go, and the LORD be with you." 
38 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on his head. 
39 David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. "I cannot go in these," he said to Saul, "because I am not used to them." So he took them off. 
40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd's bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 
41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. 
42 He looked David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him. 
43 He said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 
44 "Come here," he said, "and I'll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!" 

A. In this passage of Scripture, David risked three things.  In other words, he had to not talk about his faith but rather put it into action.
a. First, he risked being ridiculed by his older brother. His brother jumps his case; he tells David  don’t you know your place with the sheep; you are just conceited and you just wanted to come watch a battle. Some of the toughest things to deal with occur when your family starts attacking your Christianity. Why have you got religion all of a sudden? You are taking it too far and you are become a fanatic for God! 
b. Secondly, he risked being rejected by the king as the one who will go fight Goliath after all he is just a teenager. The king might even laugh at his story about fighting the bear and lion so that he qualifies him to fight Goliath. How often in our lives we don’t tell someone about Jesus or fear bring the name of Jesus up in a conversation because someone might ridicule me. We don’t take the risk of talking about Jesus like we should. David was willing to take that risk.

c. Thirdly, he risked actually being put to death by the Philistine in battle. After all, Goliath is a fighting machine and David is going to go against him with a staff, five smooth stones and a sling shot and God on his side. 
B. That’s taking your faith to an extreme. But spiritual giants can take the risk because they put their trust in God. If you keep your Christianity safe, you never going to be a spiritual giant. Being a spiritual giant involves taking the risk for Christ and seeing what He will then do in your life.
3. If I want to be a spiritual giant in my life I must be ready to fight for what is right and godly thing to do.

1 Samuel 17:45-51 (NIV) 
45 David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
46 This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 
47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands." 
48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. 
49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. 
50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him. 
51 David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine's sword and drew it from the scabbard. After he killed him, he cut off his head with the sword. When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran. 

A.  I believe that this world is in the shape that it is in today because Christians are not fighting. We allow our schools to teach that evolution is the only explanation for creation.  God and the way the Bible describes how creation occurred couldn’t possible have happened. Don’t fight to make schools tell your children that it was God who created this world.
B. We didn’t fight when they took prayer out of schools and more young people are getting seriously hurt on the football field because now we don’t allow prayer before the game.
C. We don’t fight when our nation allows abortions to become commonplace.
D. We didn’t put up a fight when the 10 commandments were taken out of the courtroom.
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NIV) 
3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 
4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 
5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

Conclusion:
Do you want to become a spiritual giant for Christ? 

It takes:

· Being offended when someone belittles my God.

· Being able to risk what I deem valuable for the sake of my God.

· Being  prepared to fight for what I know is right and godly. 
Let us pray!
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