And  Now, The Spotlight Turns to Me!

December 6, 2009


Introduction
I was fine when the writer of Hebrews was talking about Enoch, Moses and Abraham and giving them accolades for their accomplishments in God’s Kingdom. After all, they deserved it.

I was fine when the writer of Hebrews went from talking about individuals to a group of men and women who through their faith accomplished some unbelievable things in the name of their God.

I was fine when the writer of Hebrews gave honor to a group of unnamed men and women who suffered great things at the hands of unbelievers because of their trust in the one true God. I reasoned to myself that these people were Old Testament, and we live on this side of the cross, so that would never happen to me in America in 2009. Right? 

Now, as we come to Hebrews 12, I feel a little bit uncomfortable because the writer of Hebrews now shifts the spotlight from people of long ago to me. I don’t mind it when the preacher is preaching about somebody else but I am very uncomfortable when the preacher picks up the podium, points it in my direction and starts preaching at me. And that is exactly what he is going to do in this chapter- he is going to preach directly to me; and therefore he is also preaching directly to you.
Uncomfortable or not- let’s get started! Please stand for the reading of God’s Word.                 
Hebrews 12:1 (NIV) 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

Body
If you read this chapter from beginning to end, you get the instinct impression that he is asking me and you “What is it that is keeping us from being added to this list of great men and women for God?” And he hones in on two things: my sin and my failure to resist temptation.  And today he is going to tell me about my sin- something that I am not comfortable talking about in front of others.
1. Warfare needs to break out in my life against sin.
Hebrews 12:1 (NIV) 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

A. Look with me at those words in the middle of that verse “let us throw off everything”. It is not a mild thing- it is not shaking it out; it is not flicking it off nor is it an intellectual consent - I am not going to do it anymore. It is a violent action- I am to throw it off.

B. Listen to what Jesus says in the Sermon on the Mount.                                     Matthew 5:27-29 (NIV) 
27 "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' 
28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
29 If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 

C. “Gouge it out and throw it away.” That’s not a shaking it off type of action; that is not flicking it away; that is not a mental consent not to sin again. That sounds to me like all out warfare against sin.
D. But you and I know that Jesus’ Words can seem a little harsh sometimes so let’s see if one of the Apostles toned it down somewhat  so it not as offensive to me.
E. So let’s us Apostle since he wrote most of the Epistles. And so,I looked in 3: Colossians 3:5-9 (NIV) to see what Paul has to say about sin.
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 
6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 
7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 
8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 
9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 

F. Unfortunately, that’s not shaking it off. That’s not flicking it away. That’s not intellectual consent to change something. That is out and out warfare because in warfare you put the enemy to death.

G. Do you know what Hebrews tells me and Jesus tells me and Paul tells me, and I don’t like hearing it? That is, I seldom if ever have been in warfare with sin in my life. I don’t kill the sin in my life. I play with it. I send it packing for a little while but then I welcome it back. If I throw it away it cannot find its way back home.  If I gouge it out it is not going to find its way back into my life.  If it is dead then it doesn’t resurrect itself back into my life.

2. My motivation for warfare to break out against sin is that there is a reward in it for me; but there is also a requirement by God given to me to fight sin.
Hebrews 12:1 (NIV) 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

A. A parent tells a teenager to do something and the normal response is “Why?”  A teacher asks a student to move to another desk and the typical response the teacher will get is “Why?” And do you know what , God asks me to do something like battle sin and my typical response is “Why?” Parents don’t always tell a child “why”; the teacher doesn’t always tell the student “why” and God doesn’t always tell me “why” but in this case he does.
B. First, God tells me that there is a reward in it. He refers me to the cloud of witnesses of the previous chapter. And as He concludes that chapter by telling me that He has something planned for them- a reward. But He didn’t give it to them in this life but they will receive it in eternity. Now that’s a motivation but that is in the future and some of us don’t do well by being motivated by something down the road.
C. But look with me at:                                1 Timothy 4:8 (NIV) 
8 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. 

D. Is warfare against sin godliness? It certainly is and I am told that there is present value besides the future value by fighting sin.

E. Have you ever told yourself? “I was glad that I stood up and did the right thing. I feel much better because of it.” Or how about: “I wish I would have done the right thing instead of what I did.  I am carrying around so much guilt.”

F. The second motivation is that it is a requirement. He doesn’t say please consider doing this. He says “Let us”. It is a command; it is a requirement. If you are a child of God it is required that you fight sin.  You might even say that if you don’t fight sin then you are not a child of God.
G. Romans 8:12-14 (NIV) 
12 Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation--but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 
13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 
14 because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 

3. I need to pray for perseverance to continue my warfare against sin.
Hebrews 12:1 (NIV) 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

A. If you are not praying for perseverance then you will not continue the fight against sin.
B. If you are not praying for perseverance you will just get tired of fighting the constant battles with sin because if sin cannot get you one way because you defeated it then it will come after you another way. 

C. Secondly, if you make the stand to fight sin, to practice godliness, which we said that fighting sin is one of the components of it then the devil will throw everything at you to get you to go back to living a half baked life for Christ.

Conclusion

Are you willing to declare war against sin?
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