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Introduction:
Two weeks ago we saw that God substituted the Levites for the first born for the work of service of God. We saw that the reason the Levites were chosen was because of their obedience to God after Moses came down from the mountain and saw the people worshipping a golden calf.

Tonight, we are going to look at how God uses the Levites.
Body:
1. These were seasoned men who were to do the work.

Numbers 4:3 (NIV) 
3 Count all the men from thirty to fifty years of age who come to serve in the work in the Tent of Meeting. 

A. I want you to notice that the men could not do the work before age 30. Up to that time they were to observe and watch. They were to learn from the older men. That was God’s training program.

B. It was no coincidence that Jesus started His earthly ministry at age 30. 
2. When God calls you into service there is no discussion as to what He wants you to do.

Numbers 4:4 (NIV) 
4 "This is the work of the Kohathites in the Tent of Meeting: the care of the most holy things. 

A. Notice that God did not ask them what they wanted to do in the area of service, God told them what He wanted them to do. 

B. We think if we are doing something (anything) for God, He will be happy with that but the truth is that God has a specific job for you in His body and He will be happy when you do that.
3. The more responsibility that God gives you the greater the accountability to God.
Numbers 4:15 (NIV) 
15 "After Aaron and his sons have finished covering the holy furnishings and all the holy articles, and when the camp is ready to move, the Kohathites are to come to do the carrying. But they must not touch the holy things or they will die. The Kohathites are to carry those things that are in the Tent of Meeting. 
A. The Kohathites got to carry the Ark of the Covenant; The Table of Show Bread; the Lampstand, the golden altar. They got the glamorous job.
B. But notice they also got the greatest accountability. If they touch a holy item or even look upon a holy item they will die.

4. Aaron and His sons were to prepare the Tent of Meeting items for traveling. If they did not do their job right others would suffer.
Numbers 4:5 (NIV) 
5 When the camp is to move, Aaron and his sons are to go in and take down the shielding curtain and cover the ark of the Testimony with it. 

Numbers 4:20 (NIV) 
20 But the Kohathites must not go in to look at the holy things, even for a moment, or they will die." 
Numbers 4:17-18 (NIV) 
17 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 
18 "See that the Kohathite tribal clans are not cut off from the Levites. 

A. We are our brother’s keeper. If Aaron and his sons did not do their job properly the Kohathites tribe was at risk. God tells Aaron and His sons to be sure that the Kohathite clan is not cut off from the rest of the Levites.

B. We are our brother’s keeper. If I don’t prepare my Sunday sermon to the ability that God has given me then other people suffer. If our nursery worker does not show up then people with young children would be adversely affected.

5. The job God gives me remains my job unless God changes it.

Numbers 4:19 (NIV) 
19 So that they may live and not die when they come near the most holy things, do this for them: Aaron and his sons are to go into the sanctuary and assign to each man his work and what he is to carry. 

A. Once Aaron and his sons assigned a task to a particular person that was to remain his task unless God changed it. Whenever they moved that was his task. He couldn’t swap task with someone else.
6. The Gershonites were basically assigned to carry all the curtains.
Numbers 4:25-26 (NIV) 
25 They are to carry the curtains of the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, its covering and the outer covering of hides of sea cows, the curtains for the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, 
26 the curtains of the courtyard surrounding the tabernacle and altar, the curtain for the entrance, the ropes and all the equipment used in its service. The Gershonites are to do all that needs to be done with these things. 

7. No matter what your function in ministry you will always be accountable to someone over you.
Numbers 4:27 (NIV) 
27 All their service, whether carrying or doing other work, is to be done under the direction of Aaron and his sons. You shall assign to them as their responsibility all they are to carry. 

A. We might not like to hear this but we will always be accountable to some body. Even Aaron and his sons were accountable to God. Didn’t two of Aaron’s sons die because they did not make themselves accountable to God?
8. The Merarites were assigned to carry the crossbars, beams and posts.
Numbers 4:31 (NIV) 
31 This is their duty as they perform service at the Tent of Meeting: to carry the frames of the tabernacle, its crossbars, posts and bases, 
9.  It took 8,580 men from ages 30 to 50 to move the tabernacle when God said it was time to move.
Numbers 4:47-48 (NIV) 
47 All the men from thirty to fifty years of age who came to do the work of serving and carrying the Tent of Meeting 
48 numbered 8,580. 
10. Moses tells us once again at the end of the chapter that they did all that the Lord commanded.
Numbers 4:49 (NIV) 
49 At the LORD's command through Moses, each was assigned his work and told what to carry. Thus they were counted, as the LORD commanded Moses. 
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