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The Rich Man and Lazarus

Luke 16:19-31

We come back to the New Testament to look at next unlikely teacher. It is the rich man in the story of the rich man and Lazarus. At first glance, you would not expect to learn something from the rich man whereas you might anticipate learning something from Lazarus.  But in this story it is the rich man who teaches us some important truths about God’s Word.
1. We don’t mind putting a gap between ourselves and others unless we are the ones on the wrong side of the gap.

Luke 16:19-24 (NIV) 
19 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 
20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 
21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
22 "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 
23 In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 
24 So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 

a. The rich man had no problem with a gap between him and the poor man while he was on the right side of that gap. He dressed in fine clothes, ate good food and some distance away at the gate was a poor man begging for food.  It didn’t bother him because he was on the right side of the gap.

b. But then the gap turns: he is in hell and Lazarus is in Abraham’s bosom. So what does he ask? Send Lazarus with a dip of water to cool my tongue. Suddenly he wants to close the gap between himself and Lazarus.

c. What it tells me that we don’t do a job putting ourselves in other people’s shoes or other people’s situation.   We don’t identify with them like we should. If we are on the wrong side of the gap, we expect everyone to understand our situation but if we find myself on the right side of the gap then we am not worried about others.

d. I am so glad that Jesus knows how to identify with my situation. Jesus has the ability to put Himself in my situation.  And so if there is a gap between Jesus and me it was me that put the gap there.

Hebrews 4:14-16 (NIV) 
14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. 
16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

2. In this world, rich people are known by name and poor people are usually not known but it is far better to be known by God then by this world.
Luke 16:19-20 (NIV) 
19 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 
20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 
a. In this world, rich people are known by name. They are the Donald Trumps, the Bill Yates, the Rockfellers and so on. The world recognizes them by name after all their wealth makes them important.

b. God’s kingdom is completely different. The rich man is never named; the poor man is named. He is Lazarus.
c. What the rich man reminds me is that I can gain this world but lose my soul.
Matthew 16:26 (NIV) 
26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 

3. By biblical standards we all in this room might be considered rich. If that is true who would then be the Lazarus in my life that I am neglecting?
Luke 16:20-21 (NIV) 
20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 
21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 

A. Who am I neglecting, ignoring, depriving of my help? Who have I passed that had a real need and I did nothing.

B. In my life they don’t have to be at the gate. They may be in my home. My husband, my wife, the children, my aging parents. 

4. Unfortunately, sometimes it takes tragedy to put things in their perspective.

Luke 16:27-28 (NIV) 
27 "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 
28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 

a. No mention is made of the five brothers while he was living. The story was all about him- his fine house, his fine clothes and his good food. Most likely, if the rich man had five brothers there economic situation was all over the place.  It is possible that some may have been poor, some OK financially, and maybe some wealthy. But he probably treated them like he treated Lazarus. 

b. That is until his perspective changed. He did not want any of his brothers to endure what he had to endure.

5.   Unbelief is a hard thing to overcome.
Luke 16:31 (NIV) 
31 "He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'" 

a. The only cure for a hard heart is God. Without God softening it, there is not much chance.
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