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The Regulations of God

Numbers 28
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Introduction:
The pagan nations that lived in the Promised Land invented their own forms of worship; and so God is going to make sure before the Israelites enter into the Promised Land that they understand that God has not given up His right to determine how He wants to be worshipped. He is going to make sure that they understand the time and the way that He is to be worshipped and if it is not adhered to then they will not be blessed.

Even in the New Testament God has not given up His rights to determine how He wants to be worshipped.
John 4:23-24 (NIV) 
23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 

Body:
1. In the Books of Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers God has talked about these offering and now He is repeating them again. Why? The reasons may be: We don’t grasp spiritual things like we should so God uses repetition to get us to learn His ways. And that is the way that He teaches us in the New Testament. How many passages of Scripture deal with the issue of prayer? God uses repetitive thought to teach us. It is both in the Old Testament and the New Testament.
2.  The Daily offering consisted of two lambs, grain and drink each day. I want you to see that on the daily offering, the priest was to sacrifice a lamb in the morning and one at dark. Vs. 1-8. There was a serious devotion to God on the part of the priest. In the New Testament we are the priest and we need to take more seriously our devotion to God. Charles Spurgeon wrote a book based upon that idea called Morning and Evening with double daily devotions in it. Psalms 5:3 (NIV) 
3 In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation. 

Psalms 63:6 (NIV) 
6 On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night. 

3. In the daily offering, the sacrifice of the two lambs is closely associated with the offering of grain and drink. Certainly, the lamb offering represented Christ. The two lambs would be symbolic of the perpetual offering of Christ once and for all. The grain into flour would represent a stewardship offering to God. It was an offering that required your work to turn the grain into flour. The drink offering represented the fellowship offering to God. You could not have service to God  or fellowship with God without the lamb being slaughtered. The New Testament equivalent is Romans 12:1 (NIV) 
1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 

We should put our lives on the altar to the Lord daily.

4. The Sabbath consisted of an additional two lambs, grain and drink. With the Sabbath offering (beginning vs. 9) we see an increase in the sacrifices offered toward God. Instead of the two lambs sacrificed we have an additional two lambs sacrificed. It was to remind us that it was a holyday day set aside for fellowship with God and not just a day off of work. 

Colossians 2:16-17 (NIV) 
16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 
17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 

In the New Testament every day is a holy day for fellowship with God. And we just chose to come together on Sunday for united worship.

5. The Monthly offering consisted of 2 bulls, a ram and 7 lambs along with grain and a drink offering. With the monthly offering (beginning vs. 11) we see that we love consistency and regulation in our life. God knowing this plays off that consistency in our lives. And God is saying to us that I want you to be regulated in your worship of Me. I want you to place a priority on worshipping Me. If you do that in your life, it feels unnatural not to be in church on Sunday morning. If you have never got regulated and you say that you will go to church when you feel like it then you will never go to church. 

6. The Passover  occurred on the 14th day of the first month. There were no animals to be sacrificed that day. Because it was to be the Lamb of God that was to be the perfect sacrifice. Immediately following Passover is the Feast of Unleavened Bread. They were to sacrifice 2 bulls, a ram , 7 lambs and a goat.  
The Passover Celebration (beginning with vs. 16) was a festival remembering their salvation because the Lamb was sacrificed and the blood was shed and placed on the door of the house and so the death angel passed over.  Here is the point. Those who recognized that God saves were saved.  In the New Testament God‘s blood was shed for all people, but only those who recognize God’s blood was shed for them are saved.

7. Feast of Weeks sacrificed 2 bulls, a ram, 7 lambs and a goat. The next feast is the Feast of Weeks which goes by a lot of names. It is also called the Feast of First Fruits and the Feast of Pentecost.  The word Pentecost means fifty days and the feast was to follow 50 days after the Passover. Leviticus 23:16 (NIV) 
16 Count off fifty days up to the day after the seventh Sabbath, and then present an offering of new grain to the LORD. 

In the New Testament it was on the day of Pentecost that the Holy Spirit came. Acts 2:1 (NIV) 
1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 

All these regulations were fulfilled in the New Testaments. In Numbers 29 we will look at three regulations are not yet fulfilled.
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