The Perfect Lost & Found Department
The Lost Son
Luke 15:11-16

The Introduction

Tonight, we look at our third study of “The Perfect Lost & Found Department”. We all are familiar with the imperfect lost and found department. It can be found in any store, church or school. You lose something and then you have to hope the person who found what was lost is trustworthy enough to turn the item in at the Lost and Found Department.
And then there is God’s Lost and Found Department. It is the perfect lost and found department. And what we have been doing over the past several weeks is looking at the characteristics of God’s lost and found department. And what we have discovered is that it is so different then what we are use to that we have had to take our time and to look closely at what makes God’s Lost and Found Department so radically different. Tonight, we continue that same searching of God’s Lost and Found Department as we study the Parable of the Lost Son. 

If you have your Bible open with me to Luke 15:11-16:
Luke 15:11-16 (NIV) 
11 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 
12 The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. 
13 "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 
14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 
15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 
16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

The Body

1. In God’s Lost and Found Department man is the only one of God’s possessions that can choice to wander away of His own free will.
Luke 15:11-13 (NIV) 
11 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 
12 The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. 
13 "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 

A. The sheep didn’t choose to get lost; the coin didn’t choose to get lost; the young son chose to wander away.  Now remember we are not talking about salvation; he is his father’s son when he is in his father’s house and he is his father’s son even when he is in a distant land. He just chose to move away from him.

B. You and I when God seems distant from us it is because we have chosen to move away from the Father. 

C. Think about it from God’s perspective. It must be very frustrating to God for His most precious possession to choose to get lost on its own.  How would you feel if your car was lost when you woke up tomorrow morning because it chose on to drive away on its own? So you walk to work and walk home and when you get home you discover that your house is gone because it chose to move away because it didn’t have the freedom it wanted with you in the house. How would you feel? That’s how God feels when you and I chose to move away from Him.   

2. In God’s lost and found department man is the only one of God’s possession that can be down right mean as he chooses to wander away.
Luke 15:12 (NIV) 
12 The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. 

A. It is one thing to wander away and get lost. It is another thing to be down right mean before you wander away. The sheep didn’t have any harsh words to the shepherd as it wandered away. The coin didn’t have any harsh words to its owner as it fell to the ground and could not be found. But the young son said, Father, give me my share of the estate. Before he chose to wander away –he was harsh.

B. It was harsh if you understand what the son is implying. “I wish you were dead and have no more say in my life! I am tired of you and I want to be free from you and your control in my life.” 

C. We have a name for that and it called “burning bridges”. Some people burn there bridge when they leave a job. They tell the boss exactly what they think of him. There have been pastors in this church’s history that have burnt their bridges as they left. They told the congregation exactly what they thought of them before they walked out the door. And there have been people who have given God an ear full as they chose to wander away. They may have been angry that someone they loved died. They have been angry because they or a love one got very sick; or they might have gotten angry because life has not turned out as they planned.
3. In God’s lost and found department, man is the only one of God’s possessions that He will wait patiently and let the wandering run its full course.

Luke 15:13-14 (NIV) 
13 "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 
14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 

A. When the shepherd discovered that one of his sheep was missing; he left immediately to find it. When the woman discovered that the coin was missing she began her search throughout the house immediately. But when the son went off to a distant place, squandered all that he had and found himself in need, the Scripture is silent about the father doing anything.
B. The father- he was a wealthy man. I am sure the father had ways to find out were the son had gone; I am sure the father knew when the son has squandered all his inheritance;  I am sure that the father knew when the son was in need because of the famine.  I am sure that it had to be hard for the father to get the news reports about his son and do nothing. It is natural for a Father to want to rescue his son but he knew his son’s selfishness had to run its full course. The father exercised tough love.

C. Our Heavenly Father exercises tough love. It is got to be hard for God to see His children wander away on the wrong course and do nothing until it is the right time to intercede. And God’s always intercedes at the right time.  

4. In God’s lost & found department sometimes you have to hit bottom before you realize your need to draw near to the Father.
Luke 15:15-16 (NIV) 
15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 
16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

A. A Jewish boy working with the pigs- he has hit bottom.  A Jewish boy longing to eat what the pigs eats- he has indeed hit bottom.

B. Why do you have to hit bottom? Because unfortunately at the bottom is where things sometimes start to make sense.

C. Luke 15:17 (NIV) 
17 "When he came to his senses…
He is at the bottom and that is where things made sense to him. It didn’t make sense when he left; it didn’t make sense when he squandered his money on wild living; it didn’t make sense when the famine began and he was in need. it didn’t make when he started to work with the pigs. It made sense when day in and day out he longed to eat what the pigs ate. Bottom- that is where it made sense!
The Conclusion

The man had to hit bottom to come to his senses? I wonder if you have to hit bottom to draw near to God or do you hear that little small voice within telling you when you get off track.
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