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The Introduction:

A common question that we all will ask is: “What is going to happen next?”  It might be that you have had a series of things happen to you some good and some bad and you are wondering, “What could possibly happen to me next?” Or, you might be watching the world news and you see all these strange natural disasters like the flooding a couple of weeks ago in Arkansas or the earthquake last week in Illinois and you wonder to yourself: “What could happen next?”   Or, you might be trying to save a couple of dollars to take a summer trip and unexpected expenses pop up and deplete your funds and you wonder to yourself: “What in the world is going to happen next to try keeping me from taking this trip?”
We all have this natural curiosity about what is going to happen next and just getting a glimpse of what the future holds can sometimes give us a great sense of comfort. For example, the doctor tries to comfort his patient before a major surgery by telling him or her, “What is going to happen next!”  The President of the United States might take the opportunity to address the nation to tell the people what is going to happen next in the war in Iraq to soothe the fears of those who have loved ones in Iraq.   

And the Apostle Paul in an effort to encourage the embattled Church at Thessalonica, because remember this church is under severe persecution, is going to give them a glimpse of the order of things to come when Christ returns again for his saints.

It is prophecy. It has not yet happen but it is certain to happen just like the Apostle Paul describes because he tells us in no uncertain terms in verse 15 that these are the Lord’s words not mine. It is God Himself penning these words to encourage you in your Christian journey. So, let’s see together what God tells us to encourage us.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NIV) 
13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 
14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 
15 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 
18 Therefore encourage each other with these words. 
The Discussion:

1. Failure to appreciate this prophecy will cause us unnecessary grief.
1 Thessalonians 4:13 (NIV) 
13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 
A. People are so peculiar. If we have a choice of thinking the best or worst about a situation, we tend to think the worst has happened. We worry about things that we don’t need to worry about and we grief sometimes much longer than we really need to grief as Christians.

B. Paul says that we are not “to grieve like the rest of men” in this verse. And what I think he is referring to is two fold. First the duration of our grief. Our grief should be shortened because we have hope that the unbelieving world does not have.

C. And secondly, even in our grief we have hope because we know that this is not the last time we will ever see the one we love whereas the unbeliever thinks death is the final good-bye and so their grief is much more intense.


2. You are going to have a hard time believing this prophecy if you can not fully believe in Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascension into heaven.
1 Thessalonians 4:14 (NIV) 
14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 
A. The foundation of this prophecy is that Jesus rose from the grave and ascended into heaven.  First of all, if the Father did not resurrect His Son and His Son did not ascend into heaven how in the world could He come down from heaven and take us back with Him. 
B. Secondly, we have to believe that Jesus’ resurrection and ascension opened the gates of heaven so that when Paul says, “to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord” we know with 100% certainty that he is absolutely right.  Otherwise, how can those who had fallen asleep come back from heaven with the Lord?  
C. Here is Paul’s point: Since I believe that Jesus died and rose again then it is not a big leap of faith for me to believe that Jesus can and will come back one day with those who died in the Lord. But I have to have that sure foundation: believing that Jesus died and rose again and ascended into heaven.


3. This prophecy reveals a significant characteristic of God and that is He is a God of order.

1 Thessalonians 4:15 (NIV) 
15 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 

A. Even as God begins to close out the Church age he does so in an orderly manner. With God there is no chaos or confusion. When He created the world and everything in it in Genesis, He did it in an orderly manner. When He brings everything to a close in Revelation Chapter 22, He once again does so in an orderly manner.
B. If your life is in chaos and confusion that is not what God wants for your life? He is a God of order and He desires order for life.
C. Since God is a God of order in this prophecy the first thing He is going to deal with are those who have died prior to His return and their body is in the grave and their soul and spirit are with the Lord.


4. First, the whole world will know that Jesus has come for his church.

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (NIV) 
16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

A. Three ways that He announces His coming and the Bible doesn’t say that just the Christian will hear it. Believers and unbelievers alike will hear it.  There will be a loud command, the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of God. The believers should immediately recognize the signs; the unbelieving world will do the same thing they did at Jesus’ first coming- ignore it.
B. The church will know how important it is to Jesus because He didn’t dispatch a representative to bring the church home. Jesus came personally. 

5. Secondly, the bodies of those who have already died will reunite with their soul and spirits in the air.

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (NIV) 
16 …and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
A. Ashes will suddenly begin to rise out of the ocean. Bodies will suddenly come out of the graves; and in their glorified state be reunited with their soul and spirit in the air.
B. There will be a literal, physical and powerful resurrection of the bodies of every dead believer.
C. And all this will take place in a twinkling of an eye. 


6. Those who are alive when He returns will be snatched up and transformed as we meet Him in the air.
1 Thessalonians 4:17 (NIV) 
17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

A. We refer to this as the “Rapture” of the church although the word is not found in the bible.  Well you say, “how can you believe in the “Rapture” if it is not in the Bible? Well, I believe in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. I believe that they are three in one even though the word “Trinity” is not found in the Bible.  The concept of the “Rapture” comes from the idea that we are caught up with Him.
B. The benefit of the “Rapture” coming in our lifetime is that we would not experience death. I must warn you, however, that although the “Rapture” is imminent, Paul though it was going to happen in his life time and probably Christians throughout every generation ever since Paul has thought it was going to happen in their lifetime. 

7. I long for His return so that I will be permanently united with the Lord.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (NIV) 
17 …. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 
A. No more pain; no more heartaches; no more worry; no more being beaten down from this world; no more temptations being thrown at us from the devil himself; I will be in the presence of God forever. 

B. We all should long for that day.

Let us pray!
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