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I.  Nazarite
A. Definition: To separate oneself. It involved a vow to the Lord.
1. From verse 2 we see that it was a voluntary thing.


2.   And from verse 13 we see that it was for a specific time.



3.    It involved a vow.  Ecclesiastes 5:4-6 (NIV) 
4 When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow. 
5 It is better not to vow than to make a vow and not fulfill it. 
6 Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the [temple] messenger, "My vow was a mistake." Why should God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of your hands? 
B. Requirements
1. Abstain from wine or other fermented drink vs 3
a) Must not drink vinegar made from wine; eat raisins, seeds or skins.
b) Vineyards represented staying in one place and what was God’s purpose for the Jews- always to be moving.

c) By making the requirement not just the wine but anything that comes from the seed God was teaching a principle- Stay away from anything that you might struggle with. 

2. Must allow his hair to grow including head and if a man his beard.

a) 
It was for identification. This way everyone would know that this person is a follower of God.

b) It was a symbol of his separation for God. Verse7
 

3. Stay away from dead bodies.  

a) The principle is that the world can affect you so stay away from those things that could affect your relationship with God. 

C. Broken Vows

1. It did not matter if the breaking of the vow was accidental; it was still a broken vow.
2. For six days he was unclean and on the seventh day he had to shave his head .

3. On the eight day he had to bring two doves or two pigeons. One was for a sin offering and the other a burnt offering. He had to consecrate his head to the Lord by bringing a Lamb as a guilt offering.

4. His vow starts over. Previous days do not count.

D. Completed Vows

1. He is to present his offering to God. A year old lamb without defect for a burnt offering; a year old ewe lamb without defect for a sin offering; a ram without defect for fellowship offering along with a grain offering and a drink offering and a basket of bread made without yeast.

2. The priest would present these offerings to the Lord.

3. Then the Nazarite would shave his head and put the hair on the altar.

4. Then the priest is to take the boulder shoulder of the ram and a cake and wafer from the basket and wave them before the Lord.

5. The wave items belong to the priest and now the Nazarite may drink wine.

E. The Priestly Blessing

1. God desires to bless you.

2. God desires to be gracious to you.

3. God desires to make peace with us. 
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