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Bible Study:

Vs. 1- tells us to set our minds back to the time of the Exodus when Moses was going up the mountain and down the mountain. One time when he went up the mountain the people make a golden calf and Aaron let them get out of control.
Vs. 2- tells us to set our minds back to the time in Leviticus 10 when Aaron’s two sons drunk with wine put unauthorized fire in them and God struck them dead.

So God tells us now that you remember those two events let me tell you some things.

1. God takes us in our sinfulness and places us into His Service. Isn’t it interesting the one makes the Golden Calf because the one who will be the Chief Priest? But in the New Testament didn’t the one who murdered the Christians become the Great Apostle Paul.

2. My sins place a hardship on others. Because of the sin of Nadab and Abihu the burdens of the priesthood was greater on Aaron and his two remaining sons.

Vs 5- God brings the Levites in to assist Aaron in taking care of the Tabernacle.

Vs 11- We see a Divine exchange. Up to this time every Israelite was to consecrate their first born to God. That comes from Exodus 13:1. Now the Levites will be considered as the first born.
They were called to be closer to God because of their service to God.  Turn with to Exodus 32:27-29 it was the Levites who were obedient and God said that he would bless them.

Vs 14- Now there is an accounting of all the male Levites one month and older. Levi had three sons Gershon, Kohath and Merari. We will see that their number equal 22,000.

In Numbers 1 & 2 God organizes the people for war and then for worship  so we would expect that God would organize the Levites for how they would service the tent of meeting.

The three sons were given different responsibilities and different places to camp around the tabernacle.

Look at Merari, they get the unglamorous job but it still is an important job. It reminds me of 1 Cor 12:12. 
Isn’t it interesting now what three people were doing has now mushroomed to 22,000 people. But now they are going to be on the move where before they were stationery.

In VS 32- it was not Aaron that was the chief leader of the Levites it was Eleazar. Aaron needed to spend his time in his role as Chief Priest.

In Vs 40, God tells Moses to count the first born Israelites. And the exchange is close. There are 22,000 Levites men and 22,273 first born Israelites.  But it was not equal so God instructed to collect five shekels from the 273 extra males or 1,365 shekels. That money was given to Aaron and his sons.
Why? Because I believe that God was rewarding them for their faithfulness.
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