The Jews Find Themselves in a Dilemma

Romans 10:1-4 
Scripture Reading
Romans 10:1-4 (NIV) 
1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 
2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 
3 Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 
4 Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 

The Condition of Israel
1. Paul says that the Jews are lost in their sins. Their religion even in its purest form was not enough to save them. vs. 1 
a. What does that tell you about their religion-Judaism? It was ineffective in bringing them to salvation. Otherwise there would be mass salvation of the Jews.
b. George Barna reports that 62% of those surveyed agreed that “it does not matter what religious faith you follow because all religions teach the same lessons about life”. He also reported that 64% of All Americans agree with the statement: Christian, Jews, Muslins, Buddhists and others pray to the same God, even though they might have different names for Him.”
c. Conclusion, religions are not effective in leading people to Christ because they are too diluted by worldly thinking.

d. That is the exact thing that happened to Judaism. 

Galatians 3:19-24 (NIV) 
19 What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The law was put into effect through angels by a mediator. 
20 A mediator, however, does not represent just one party; but God is one. 
21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 
22 But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 
23 Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 
24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 

e. Judaism got so diluted with that when the Messiah came the priest and Pharisees saw Jesus as the One who was destroying their religious system and not saving them from their sins.

f.  That is the reason why it is so important that the Holy Spirit be the one who touches someone heart and opens their eyes to spiritual truths. It is not going to be a religion that does it but rather the person of God. 

2. The Jews have a zeal for God and a SINCERITY but that is not enough for salvation. vs. 2
a. When we think of the law we think of ten commandments- but by the Jews count there was 613 commandments in the Old Testament.

b. To those laws the rabbis added thousands of rules on top of those commands. 

Matthew 23:1-4 (NIV) 
1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 
2 "The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 
3 So you must obey them and do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 
4 They tie up heavy loads and put them on men's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. 

C. The result was with so many rules no way the average person would know all the rules much less keep them. And Secondly, with the emphasis on rules worship of God suffered. IE today, nursing care has suffred because of the emphasis on paperwork.
1 Timothy 1:12-14 (NIV) 
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service. 
13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 
14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

D.  Paul said I did not have the knowledge.
E. A zeal without knowledge does not save and a sincerity without knowledge does not save.

3. They took what God gave them, the Law, and they make it something completely different. And even in its different form it could not save them. Vs 3

Mark 2:23-27 (NIV) 
23 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as his disciples walked along, they began to pick some heads of grain. 
24 The Pharisees said to him, "Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?" …
27 Then he said to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 

A. They took what God gave them and turned it to something different.

Luke 14:3-5 (NIV) 
3 Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?" 
4 But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him away. 
5 Then he asked them, "If one of you has a son or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out?" 

B. Jesus did not break the Law. He broke what man had added to the Law. 

C. And no matter how much man added to the Law it could not save them.

4. You can only be saved through faith in Christ. vs 4 

a. There is only one way of salvation. Jesus is the way…

b. Faith has always been the way of salvation. Galatians 3:6 (NIV) 
6 Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 

Conclusion

God’s righteousness and man’s are fundamentally opposed to one another.
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