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The Introduction
 A person in our armed services has a duty to go whenever the President sends him. A person who has been called as a witness in a trial has a duty to tell the truth on the stand. A man who is married with children has a duty to get out there in the work force and earn a living so that he can support his family.
It doesn’t matter if that person in the armed services doesn’t want to go where the President wants to send him.  Duty requires that he goes. It doesn’t matter if a witness doesn’t want to say anything that might incriminate his friend who is the defendant. Duty demands that he tells the whole truth and nothing but the truth. It does not matter that the man can not find the perfect job that he desires. Duty demands that he get some job and provide for his family. Duty demands our responsibility; it is that important.
Now when it comes to spiritual things I have discovered that many who profess Jesus as their Lord and Savior do not think about their Christian duty in the same way that they think about their secular duty. They feel that their Christian duty is just not that important.  They want the privileges that salvation affords us but they don’t want the duty that comes with being a Christian.

So, Paul is going to urge us this morning to live up to our duty as a Christian. Not only does Paul desire that for us but he tells us that God requires that of us.

Turn with me in your Bibles to:

1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 (NIV) 
1 Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 
2 For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 
3 It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 
4 that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 
5 not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; 
6 and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. 
7 For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 
8 Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit. 
So, let’s answer what are our duties as a Christian.  Every one of us who profess Christ as Savior has these same duties.
The Body
1. We have a duty to please God by our lives.
1 Thessalonians 4:1 (NIV) 
1 Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 

A. If you hang around the church house long enough you might over hear a conversation in which someone is telling their friend: “You are absolutely right. I have got to start doing what makes me happy.”
B. And that’s wrong! Paul tells us in no uncertain terms that my duty is to live my live to please God not to please Dave or to please Anne.

C. If we all took seriously that duty then this church would be full every Sunday because He desires that we assemble together.  But someone doesn’t show up because they are more interested in pleasing themselves than fulfilling their duty to God.

D. If we took seriously our duty to please God you would not hear Christian wanting out of their marriage simply because they are not happy. You made a commitment before God to honor your vows all the days of your life and it pleases God when we fulfill that commitment.   

E. If we took seriously our duty to please God we would have spread the Gospel this week because He has told me us to go and make disciples. But I am more concerned about being embarrassed that doing my duty to please God.

F. If you hear nothing else today, I hope it resonates in your ears: I have a duty to please God. 

2. We have a duty to exercise self control.

1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 (NIV) 
3 It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 
4 that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 
5 not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; 

A. When it comes to our body it seems that is the #1 place where we exhibit so little self control. I hear people say all the time: “Well, it is my body; I can do what I want with it.” It sounds good, but it is wrong. 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIV) 
19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 
20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

B. We start fancy little campaign like “True loves Waits” to try to get our young people to buy into the concept of waiting to marriage to have sex. But what we need is not fancy little campaigns, we need preachers standing behind podiums preaching the truth that we have a duty to God to keep our bodies pure. And we need people in the pews saying: he’s right” I have a duty to keep my body pure.
C. But let me not just end the subject of self control by talking about how we are to keep ourselves sexually pure.

D.  We also need to exercise self control when it comes to our bellies. There is no truth to the rumor you started that your dryer is shrinking your clothes and that is why your clothes are fitting a little tighter.  It is your stomach that is expanding- there is the problem.
Philippians 3:19 (NIV) 
19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 

E. Some of us eat because we are stressed; some eat because they are depressed; some eat because they are bored; some eat because they like the taste of the food  Where is God in this picture? Unfortunately, we have left him out and our duty to Him to exercise self control.

F. Self control also deals what we will allow into our body through our eyes. We, as Southern Baptist, are losing 1,500 ministers monthly and one of the major factors influencing that number is moral impurity. Somewhere along in their ministry they did not exercise self control and they let the wrong thing get in their line of vision.

G. But not only ministers are guilty of lack of self control but so are pew sitters. Pornography destroys Christian marriages but yet we find pornography in Christian homes. The TV comedies today teach our young children to rebel against their parents but yet we sit down and watch them. Video games teach our children violence and to disrespect authority and yet we line up in department stores at Christmas time to make sure that we get one for our kids.
H. Wake up! We need self control. It is our duty to God. 

3. We have a duty to be honest in our dealings with others.  
1 Thessalonians 4:6 (NIV) 
6 and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him.  

A. When we were living in Metairie and relatively new Christians, we decided that it would be good to deal with other Christians and so as we began doing some work around our house we hired Christians. It did not take us long to abandon that policy because they seem to be taking advantage of us. They were not honest in their dealings with me; but they had a bigger problem because they had a duty to God to be honest in their dealings and they weren’t.
B. A couple of weeks ago if you wanted Toxie or Pat you had to catch them at the Rose Cancer Center in Summit.  Toxie was doing the construction work for the doctor because the Christian contractor had messed her up and Toxie and Pat did not want it to reflect on Christ because they have been praying for this doctor’s salvation. This Christian contractor had a problem because he was not honest in his dealings with the doctor; but he has a bigger problem because he has a duty to God to be honest in his dealings and he wasn’t.

C. Friday night, Jo Ann called me and asked me if I had heard of a company called Christian Medical something. They called and told her last week that they were sending her diabetic supplies and said nothing about cost or billing insurance. Well, Obie got an $800.00 charge on his insurance from these people. This company that had Christian in their name was not honest in their dealings. They got a problem because they got Jo Ann mad but they have a bigger problem with God because they had a duty to be honest in their dealings and they weren’t.
The Conclusion

Paul says that he is warning the Thessalonian church about these things. These people are not the unbelievers; they are the believers. They are just like you and me. They are on this side of the cross and they have accepted Jesus as their Savior. And he tells them if you don’t keep your duty to God there are going to be consequences.

We have a duty to please God. We have a duty to exercise self control. We have a duty to be honest in our dealings with others. 

Now here is the problem. Not to comply with my duty is not rejecting Paul’s instruction but it is rejecting God Himself and that always has consequences.

I wonder today, if some of things that you and I are experiencing are because we have not been faithful to our duty.

Ask the Holy Spirit during the time of the invitation if that may be the cause of your problems.

Let us pray!
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