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Introduction:

The Bible is full of interesting characters. One is a dad by the name of Enoch. He is the father of Methuselah. We all should have heard of Methuselah; he is the one who lived to the ripe old age of 969 years- the oldest recorded living being. Just imagine what his birthday cake would look like with 969 candles on it. Think about how much oxygen Methuselah would have needed at that age to blow out 969 candles.

His dad, Enoch, didn’t do badly either. He lived 365 years not before he died but before God took him to heaven. You see, Enoch didn’t experience death.

But this sermon is not about age or living a long life or even Enoch going to heaven without experiencing death. Instead, this sermon is about the day that Enoch decided to be the spiritual leader of his home and the characteristics that he exhibited as the spiritual leader of his home.

And the purpose of this sermon is quite simple. It is to challenge each one of you men to become the spiritual leader of your home.

If you have your Bibles with you turn with me to the first book of the Bible and we will be reading from

Genesis 5:21-24 (NIV) 
21 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. 
22 And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 
23 Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. 
24 Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away. 

Body:

1. Men usually need some significant event to occur in their life before they will become the spiritual leader of their home.
21 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. 
22 And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 

A. The Bible doesn’t tell us a lot about Enoch but it tells us enough about Enoch. It tells us that he didn’t walk with God the first 65 years of his life. However, there was something about the birth of his son that changed his life. There was something significant about the birth of his son that caused him to become the spiritual person that pleased God so much that he did not experience death. The Bible says clearly that after the birth of his son, he walked with God.

B. Perhaps he almost lost his son in child birth; perhaps he almost lost his wife in child birth. Perhaps it was just seeing his child enter the world. Whatever it was, there was something significant about the birth of his child that changed his spiritual direction.  
C. And I think that is so true about how men become spiritual leader of their home. Usually, there is some significant event that makes them grow up; some significant event that changes them from boys to men; some significant event that changes them from spiritual disinterested to spiritual leaders of their home.

D. That significant event might be that God has set him free from some addiction; that significant event might be a personal near death experience or a near death experience of someone he loves. That significant event might be their spouse telling them that “I am not in love with you anymore.”
E. As men, we all have had some type of significant event in our life. My question is: “have you allowed it to change your life like Enoch or has your life just gone on like usual?”  
2.  If a man is the spiritual leader of his home he will have asked himself “On what path am I leading my family down?”
22 And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 

A. Enoch knew that he was responsible for the spiritual condition of his family. He knew that one day he would have to stand before an Almighty God and give an account as to how he led his family. You see whether you like it or not God is going to hold you as a man accountable for the spiritual condition of your family. You are not going to be able to pass it off “oh, I let my wife take the spiritual lead. I let my wife teach the children about God.”
B. Enoch had to have asked himself that question “on what path am I leading my family down” because he changed paths at the age of 65. Some significant event occurred in his life and it made him ask himself which way I am leading my family and he discovered that he was on the wrong path. He got off of it and got on the right path.
C. Enoch wasn’t too proud to admit he was wrong. Enoch wasn’t too stubborn to stay on the wrong path even if he discovered it was the wrong path. Enoch wasn’t too embarrassed to say that he was wrong the first 65 years of his life. Enoch said after the birth of his son “I am going to walk with God.”

D. Listen, finding the right path to walk on, the path that God is on is not the hard thing. The hard thing is making the choice to change paths. Enoch made the hard choice and changed the path that he was on. The benefit to Enoch out weighted the choice: Methuselah never knew of a time when his daddy didn’t walk with God.
E. Some of you in this room today know that you are on the wrong path and you got to make the hard choice to get on the path that God is on. Will you? 

 3.  If the man is to be the spiritual leader of his home he cannot walk ahead of God and he cannot walk behind God; he must walk with God. 
22 And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 
23 Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. 
24 Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away. 

A. In this short little passage of Scripture twice the Holy Spirit tells us that Enoch walked with God. In vs. 22 it says Enoch walked with God 300 years; and, then in vs. 24 Enoch walked with God. The Holy Spirit emphasized that he walked with God.

B. You need to go park your car near the entrance of Wal Mart and watch people going in the store. What you will discover is that most husbands and wives are not walking together. One is usually head or behind the other. Most are not walking side by side. Enoch walked side by side with God.

C. At one point in Moses’ life he chose to walk ahead of God and got himself in a mess. Moses thought it was time to free the Israelites even though God didn’t say it was time yet. The result was Moses killed an Egyptian and spent 40 years on the backside of the wilderness before God said it is time.

D. At one time Jonah chose to walk behind God and got himself in a mess. God was ready to do a great work in Nineveh and He called Jonah to be the instrument that he was going to use. Jonah wanted no part of it; he didn’t want Nineveh to turn to God. He was not ready for God’s plan. So he walked behind God and he ended up three days in a belly of a great fish thinking how dangerous it is to walk behind God.  
E. If your family is in a big mess let me tell you were the problem is: the problem is with dad. If you tell me your family has got big problems then I must tell you that dear old dad is either trying to walk ahead of God or behind God but not with God.

F. Today, men are you willing to walk with God?

4. If the man is to be the spiritual leader of his home, he needs to know where he is heading so that he led his family there also.
24 Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away. 

A. I don’t know if you can recall the news a couple of years ago where a young girl committed suicide in a restroom at the Chicago Airport. I tell you this story because it describes this principle perfectly. This young girl left behind a suicide note. She thanked her mother for being a good mother but then she wrote and I quote “tell my wicked daddy I will met him in hell.” 

B. The bare fact is this: Fathers are leading their children somewhere. Enoch walked with God and he was no more because God took him away. Methuselah lived 969 years and he died. Where do I think he went? He went to heaven. Why? Because for 300 years Enoch walked with God.
C. When your children die where are they going? Let me answer that with another question. Where are you leading them?

Let us pray!
