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The Cream Rises to the Top
Introduction:

Have you ever heard the saying, “The cream rises to the top?” The adage stems from how cream is made. A cream separator introduces air to milk which causes it to spin. The separator’s motion results in the cream rising to the top. Originally, this was done so that dairy farmers could maximize their revenue from their milk by producing a commodity that would last longer. If they did not use a cream separator, their entire product could spoil. Consequently, they separated the valuable from the common place.

In a classroom, there are two types of students. There are those who do just enough to get by. Getting by might mean just enough to pass to the next grade or it could mean just enough to keep mom and dad off their back.  And then there are those excellent students in the classroom; they are self motivated to do the best that they can do. They want the best grade that they can earn. If you ask any teacher they will tell you that they love to teach those excellent students; they are the cream of the crop.

At the workplace there are basically two types of people. There are those who do just enough to keep their job; they don’t really give any more than they have to get by. And then there are those who go the extra mile; who does something without the boss telling them or they make sure that it is done right the first time. Any boss would love that type of employee because the boss knows if you tell him something to do that you know it will be done and done right.  These are the top workers; these are the cream of the crop. 
In any church there are two types of people. Now understand I am not talking about Christian and non-Christians. No, instead I am talking about two types of Christians within the church house. There are those that just want to get by in their relationship with Jesus.  They have a sense of obligation because Jesus saved them but they don’t want to really have to make any commitments or get that involved they just want to give God their minimum to keep their conscience clear.  
And then there are those who really desire to excel spiritually. They can’t get enough of God. They serve Him out of love not obligation because they know God has done so much for them. These are the cream of the crop spiritually and any pastor would love to minister to a whole church of this type of Christian.
But that is not realistic!  But I am hoping that today’s message will take someone out of the common place and move them to the cream of the crop. In our passage today, there is a man named Jonathan who moves to the cream of the crop. And let’s see what we can learn from him as he teaches us what it takes to be the cream of the crop.
1. A Christian who chooses to move to the cream of the crop doesn’t become unsettled in their spirit by all the things in the world that can spiritually unnerve you and throw you into a panic state.
1 Samuel 13:22-14:1 (NIV) 
22 So on the day of the battle not a soldier with Saul and Jonathan had a sword or spear in his hand; only Saul and his son Jonathan had them. 
23 Now a detachment of Philistines had gone out to the pass at Micmash.  
1 One day Jonathan son of Saul said to the young man bearing his armor, "Come, let's go over to the Philistine outpost on the other side." But he did not tell his father. 

A. Remember last week, Saul’s men hear that the Philistines are gathering their armies against them. Some of Saul’s army flees to the mountains to hide in caves and some even leave the country. Saul’s men obviously  became unnerved; and  Saul, himself, became unnerved by what was happening around him and he, in a panic state, disobeys God by not waiting for Samuel to come to offer a sacrifice and ask God what the people of Israel must do to be successful. And as a result of that God told Saul that your kingdom will be taken from you.
B. What happened? Saul became unnerved in his spirit and instead of advancing with God; he falls back,
C. Before we are quick to criticize Saul, we must remember if we were in his shoes, we may have done something similar. He became unsettled by what was happening around him and it caused him to panic. And we do the same thing in our lives.
D. But there was a man, Saul’s son, Jonathan who saw the same things that his father saw; heard the same reports that his father heard about the troop desertion; got the same word that the soldiers of the Philistines numbered like the sand on the seashore.

E. Saul lived his life in fear; while Jonathan lived his life in courage. I wonder how many people in this church are not teaching a Sunday School class or singing a solo because they live in the world of the unnerved rather than in the world of the courageous.  

F. If you are going to move to the cream of the crop you going to have to let courage take hold of your heart rather than letting fear control it. Why is that so important? Because those who have courageous know that God is their safety net. Do you really believe that God is your safety- then why not be courageous in your life?
2. A Christian who chooses to move to the cream of the crop is one who comes to the place in his or her live where they can trust in God alone.

1 Samuel 14:2-6 (NIV) 
2 Saul was staying on the outskirts of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree in Migron. With him were about six hundred men, 
3 among whom was Ahijah, who was wearing an ephod. He was a son of Ichabod's brother Ahitub son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the LORD's priest in Shiloh. No one was aware that Jonathan had left. 
4 On each side of the pass that Jonathan intended to cross to reach the Philistine outpost was a cliff; one was called Bozez, and the other Seneh. 
5 One cliff stood to the north toward Micmash, the other to the south toward Geba. 
6 Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, "Come, let's go over to the outpost of those uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the LORD will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the LORD from saving, whether by many or by few." 

A. Jonathan could have trusted in his father for his safety.  How many times as a parent has your child run home because they see mom and dad as this safe place. The child thinks mom and dad can fix my problem- no matter what it is. Jonathan did not see his dad as his place of ultimate safety. His dad was a place of safety but not the ultimate place of safety. So it says in verse 1, he didn’t tell his dad about what he was planning to do.
B. Now in verse 2, we see the king, King Saul, sitting under the pomegranate tree. He could have trusted in the government to be his safety. After all, how many people you know today trust in our government to be our great rescuers? The government is a place of safety but it is not our ultimate place of safety. 
C. In verse 3, Ahijah is a priest and Jonathan could have easily trusted in organized religion of the Jews to take care of him to be his safety net.  How many people do you know trust in their religion to be their safety net. Certainly the church is a safety net but it is not the ultimate safety net. Jesus is!
D. As I approach verse 6, I think to myself that Jonathan is about ready to tell his armor bearer that I have confidence in what I can do but instead we see that Jonathan puts his trust in God. I wonder today if you could be truly honest within yourself: “Where does your trust lie?” Is it In anything else or is it in God? 
E. Ones who move to the cream of the crop has learned to put their trust in God alone.

Psalm 33:16-22 (NIV) 
16 No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great strength. 
17 A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; despite all its great strength it cannot save. 
18 But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing love, 
19 to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine. 
20 We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. 
21 In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. 
22 May your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD, even as we put our hope in you. 

3. A Christian who chooses to move to the cream of the crop moves beyond the talk to taking action.
1 Samuel 14:8-15 (NIV) 
8 Jonathan said, "Come, then; we will cross over toward the men and let them see us. 
9 If they say to us, 'Wait there until we come to you,' we will stay where we are and not go up to them. 
10 But if they say, 'Come up to us,' we will climb up, because that will be our sign that the LORD has given them into our hands." 
11 So both of them showed themselves to the Philistine outpost. "Look!" said the Philistines. "The Hebrews are crawling out of the holes they were hiding in." 
12 The men of the outpost shouted to Jonathan and his armor-bearer, "Come up to us and we'll teach you a lesson." So Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, "Climb up after me; the LORD has given them into the hand of Israel." 
13 Jonathan climbed up, using his hands and feet, with his armor-bearer right behind him. The Philistines fell before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer followed and killed behind him. 
14 In that first attack Jonathan and his armor-bearer killed some twenty men in an area of about half an acre. 
15 Then panic struck the whole army--those in the camp and field, and those in the outposts and raiding parties--and the ground shook. It was a panic sent by God. 

A. Jonathan comes up with a plan. If they come to us we will stay right where we are. If they call us to come to them, it will be our sign from God that he have given the Philistines into our hands.  

B. So now they stand up from behind the rock they were hiding and  then went just talking about doing something for God to doing something for God.  I can imagine Jonathan and the armor bearer shouting here we are. And the Philistines fell into their hands because they say come to us.

C. God gets excited because two men stop talking about their trusting in God and actually start trusting in God and God moves with an earthquake and the Philistines are shaken.

Conclusion
This story is a good picture of Christians that fill the  churches today. We are hiding behind the rocks. The enemy is intimidating us and we don’t have the courage or the ability to trust in God alone to raise our head and do something. We are content to talk a mean game but not live it out.

But I am hoping today that someone will come out from beyond the rocks and say : “Perhaps the LORD will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the LORD from saving, whether by many or by few." 

Here I am! Now let’s see what God can do!
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