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The book of Genesis is a picture of humanity. It portrays what we look like as a result of the fall of man and the consequent need for God in our life

The book of Exodus is a picture of God's delivering power.

Then in the book of Leviticus we learn how to worship, what it is this kind of God demands, and how a God of such surpassing holiness can dwell with men and women like ourselves.

In Numbers we have dramatically set forth what is perhaps the hardest lesson a Christian has to learn -- to trust God instead of his own reason. This is where we struggle, isn't it? We think that what we want to do and the way we want to do it is the right way. The hardest struggle we have, even as these Israelites had, is to learn to believe that God knows what he is talking about and that what he tells us is the truth, and is for our good, and to operate on that basis despite what friends and others around are telling us concerning the right way.

The Book of Numbers was originally called “In the Wandering” or “Wanderings” but was later changed to Numbers.

That name was assigned to the book because there are two numberings or censuses in the book. The first one takes place in Chapter 1 it represents the older generation of Israelites- those who will not be going into the Promised Land except two- Joshua and Caleb.

The second numbering occurs in Numbers 26 and this is the newer generation- the generation that would go into the land of Promise.

Between the first and second numbering of the people you have the account of how the Children of Israel organized themselves, prepared themselves and equipped themselves to go into the land of Promise and take it.  But along the way tragedy struck- they didn’t believe God and an 11 day journey turned into a 40 year period of wandering the desert.
The book covers most of those 40 years of wanderings- 39 years to be exact because it begins on the first day of the second month of the second year. (Verse 1). It was written by Moses somewhere around 1450 BC.
In Verse 2 God is numbering the people and there are four reasons for this census.


1. Verification- verification that God did indeed fulfill a promise that He had made to Abraham. He is now a great nation because 603, 550 fighting men. Verse 46.  This would mean that there are between 2,000,000 conservatively speaking and aggressively speaking 3,000,000 Israelites. Truly a great nation!

Genesis 12:2 (NIV) 
2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 


2. Identification- They were a peculiar, particular and chosen people. They were able to trace themselves back to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

3. Separation- They were to be bonded together but separate from the world.


4. Organizational purposes- this census would tell them how many fighting men that they had. Verse 3

In Verse 5 through 15 God mention the names of different heads of these tribes.

In verse 5 Reuben means unstable as water. Elizur means God is my rock. So it tells me that no matter what family background you come from you still can become a solid Christian.

In verse 6 Shelumiel means peace with God.

In verse 7, Nahshon means gift from God.

In verse 10 Elishama means God hear my prayer.

I call your attention to these names because I want to remind you that only two Caleb and Joshua make it to the Promised Land. The others they start their journey well but finish poorly. Some Christian begin their journey well but finish poorly.
You will notice that in verse 47 that the tribe of Levy, the Levites were not counted. No need to count them since they were not to go to war. 

In verse 53 we’re told that that the Levites are excluded, they were to be in charge of the Tabernacle and that they were between the Tabernacle and the Children of Israel so that there would be no wrath upon the congregations. They were the go betweens.

Let’s take a look at the numbers of each tribe.


[image: image1.emf]Simeon 59,300 22,200L   39,870

Gad 45,650 40,500L     5,150

Judah 74,600 76,500G     1,900

Issachar 54,400 64,300G    9,900

Zebulun 57,400 60,500G    3,100

Ephraim 40,500 32,500L     8,000

Manasseh 32,200 52,700G   20,500

Benjamin 35,400 45,600G    10,200

Dan  62,700 64,400G     1,700

Asher 41,500 53,400G     11,900

Naphtali 53,400 45,400L       8,000

603,550 601,730


There is not too much difference in the numbers of from the numbers of the 1st census and the number of the 2nd census.  So that is how we get a generation is equal to 40 years.
In the book of Leviticus the Israelites are stationery and in the book of Numbers they will be moving around. The work of the Levites just got a lot harder because they are the ones to take down the tabernacle and to put it back up. Verse 51
In verses 52-53 God instructs them how to set up their tents. The Israelites were to set up their tents around the Tabernacle. The others were to set up their tents by divisions. 

In verse 54 the Israelites start out with such great potential. They did all the Lord commanded.
Ecclesiastes 7:8 (KJV) 
8 Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. 
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		Name		!st Census		2nd Census		G/L

		Reuben		46,500		43,730		L   2,770

		Simeon		59,300		22,200		L   39,870

		Gad		45,650		40,500		L     5,150

		Judah		74,600		76,500		G     1,900

		Issachar		54,400		64,300		G    9,900

		Zebulun		57,400		60,500		G    3,100

		Ephraim		40,500		32,500		L     8,000

		Manasseh		32,200		52,700		G   20,500

		Benjamin		35,400		45,600		G    10,200

		Dan		62,700		64,400		G     1,700

		Asher		41,500		53,400		G     11,900

		Naphtali		53,400		45,400		L       8,000

				603,550		601,730






