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Introduction:

In Chapter 16 we saw that Korah came against Moses and Aaron and in verse 8-11 we see that the real beef is not so much with Moses as it is with Aaron.

Numbers 16:8-11 (NIV) 
8 Moses also said to Korah, "Now listen, you Levites! 
9 Isn't it enough for you that the God of Israel has separated you from the rest of the Israelite community and brought you near himself to do the work at the LORD's tabernacle and to stand before the community and minister to them? 
10 He has brought you and all your fellow Levites near himself, but now you are trying to get the priesthood too. 
11 It is against the LORD that you and all your followers have banded together. Who is Aaron that you should grumble against him?" 

As result of Korah’s rebellion God developed a new way to show his wrath. God opened up the earth and swallowed Korah. Those who offered incense with Korah, 250 men in total, a fire came down from heaven and consumed them. The people were terrified that night.
But the very next day the people woke up complaining about Moses and Aaron and how they killed the people of God. As result of their grumbling God sent a plague and before Aaron could censer all the people 14,700 people had died.

Now we come to chapter 17 and God wants to stop the grumbling against His chosen leaders so God designs a test of leadership.
B. The Test (Verses 1-5)
1. The test is simple and fair: each tribe was to bring a staff and one man’s name was to be inscribed on it as a potential leader.
2. For the tribe of Levi God told Moses to write the name of Aaron on it.

3. The 12 staffs would be put in the tabernacle that night by the Ark of God and the one staff that buds by morning will be God’s choice for High Priest.

4. The whole test was to bring stability to the people of God because now they would know for sure who has been chosen leader by God. Its purpose is to stop the complaining of the people.
C. The results of the Test (verses 7-13)

1. Moses goes into the Tabernacle the next morning and the staffs were checked and only one had budded- it was Aaron’s.

2. Aaron’s staff had buds, blossoms and yielded ripe almonds. And that was significant because almonds were considered one of the best fruits of the land. Genesis 43:11.

Point: God can take something dead and out of death bring forth life.

3. A New Testament concept of leadership emerges here: Leaders should have obvious fruit visible so that others can see it and be blessed.
4. Moses is instructed by God to put Aaron’s staff in the Ark of the Covenant with the manna so that it would be a permanent reminder that God chose Aaron as the Priest.
Point: In Hebrews 5 we learn that Jesus was not a priest because He was not of the tribe of Levi. He was from the tribe of Judah. But in Hebrews 7:14-17 appoints Him a High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

Jesus was buried in the tomb like the lifeless stick. But out of that lifeless body sprung life just like that stick. So he was symbolizing to the Jews that Jesus is the High Priest.
5. The test had ended and the people become afraid that they are going to die. They assume the test revealed their error and now God was going to destroy them

6. They, however, would not die unless they continued to rebel. 

7. So now God’s test resulted in some semblance of order and the nation moves on.
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