The Battles Ahead of Me; MY Failures Behind Me; So Where Do I Turn?

Deuteronomy 9:1-29


The Introduction
I realize there are battles ahead of me that I must fight; I look behind to draw strength and all that I see are my past failures; I feel so overwhelmed as I face my new battles. Where am I to turn?

A Description of the Battles Ahead

1. Sometimes the things ahead of us that we need to conquer are bigger than we are. In vs.1the nations are greater and stronger than you. And in Vs 2 the people are stronger and taller than you. Now think about it! If you are look back and see all your past failures do you think you will be able to handle this new battle ahead. No!

2. What are you to do? Not look at the battle ahead; or the defeats behind you but look at God. VS 3 In most cases you not handle what God has placed before you without Him. But oh if you look to God that is a different story.

Philippians 4:13 (NIV) 
13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 

 John 15:5 (NIV) 
5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 
But noticed that you still have to do the work. God prepares the way but you still have to do the work. That is how it is with everything concerning God. He desires your participation.
3. Why can you trust God if you look to Him? Because He has gone ahead and prepared a way for you. Vs 3
John 14:2 (NIV) 
2 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 
4. Jesus never paints a false picture of the situation that would give us some type of false confidence. Even in salvation He does not paint a false picture.

Matthew 16:24 (NIV) 
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

B. Be concerned that you don’t make the wrong conclusion about why God acted on your behalf.

1. God was not giving the land to Israel because they were such a wonderful bunch of people; he was giving it to them because it was time to bring judgment on those living in the land and because he made a promise to Abraham, Isaac. Vs 4-6 You might think God is doing something in your life and it is not because of you it is because of a praying spouse or a praying parent.
2. There is a danger in thinking that when God uses me it is because of some special quality that God sees in me that He does not see in others.

3. But God makes it clear that He is giving the Israelites this land but they are a stiff neck people. You are not much better off then the people I am driving off of the land. Doesn’t that tell you something about God’s grace? Many times he will give me what I don’t deserve.
 C.  The failures of the past
1. There are some mistakes that we ought to remember even if God doesn’t. Notice it is not God bringing up this past failure it is Moses bringing up this failure. Butt this is a most amazing failure.  The people lived through the plagues of Egypt. They have lived through and experienced the Passover. They had walked through the Red Sea with huge walls of water on both sides. They received manna from heaven and water from rocks and bitter streams made sweet. They were led by a pillar of fire by night and a cloud by day. Moses goes up the mountain 40 days and the people have turned from God and made an idol. It is almost like no matter what great thing God does for me; when I have a chance I am going to blow it.
2. Moses going to reveal to us one of his past failures- controlling his anger. Vs. 17 He threw the two tablets from his hand. Now fast forward with me to near the end of his life. God tells Moses not to speak to the Israelites but speak to the rock and water will come out. He speaks to the Israelites and he lets his anger come out and instead of talking to the rock He strikes it and as result he will not be able to enter the Promised Land. Does he learn from his past mistakes? No!

D. Glimmers of Hope

1. We also see come some character in Moses. God offers to Moses to destroy all these people and then make Moses into a nation stronger than they are. Vs 14 Moses did not give up on these people but intercedes on behalf of the people. Vs 19 Moses interceded for the people of Israel. Vs 20 Moses intercedes for Aaron.  I wonder if we give up on people too soon. God offered for him to give up on these people and start a brand new nation but he refused.

E. Lessons are hard to learn

1. Moses then tells us of 4 more times that they mess up.


A. Taberah- They began to complain about their hardship and God sent fire and it started to burn the outskirts of the camp. The people went to Moses and he interceded for the people and the fire died out. Number 1:1-3


B. Massah- The people were complaining for a lack of water. They went to Moses and he interceded for them and struck the rock and water came out. Exodus 17


C. Kibrothhattaavah- graves of greediness. Moses intercedes for them and they get quail. They ate quail until they got sick and died.

D. Kaddesh Barena- That was their First entry into the Promised Land The twelve spies had been sent in, but when 10 of them came back talking about how impossible it was to fight against the giants, the people decided they didn’t want to go into the Promised Land.
F. Moses as Shepherd
1. I think in this passage that we a Shepherd’s heart for these people to be able to intercede for them no matter how difficult they are.
2. He pleads with God because of God’s past faithfulness to them; because of His past faithfulness to our forefathers; Because of His own glory and reputation among the nations; Because the Israelites were His people.
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