	     1 Samuel 21-22
	That Little White Lie that We Think is OK is not OK with God!



Introduction:
My Bible tells me in several places that God does not lie. Let me read for you from Titus 1:1-2 (NIV) 
1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of God's elect and the knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness-- 
2 a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time, 

And then there is Hebrews 6:17-18 (NIV) 
17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 
18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.
So do you think that when we get to heaven we will find lying going on there?  Ok, maybe not the big bold false lies but certainly those little white lies will be OK there, right? Wrong again.

God hates lying of any type.  In seven things that God mentions that He hates- lying is mentioned twice.

Proverbs 6:16-19 (NIV) 
16 There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: 
17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, 
18 a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, 
19 a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers. 
So here is the issue we face. David was chosen by God to be the king of all Israel. He went up against Goliath with a sling and a smooth stone because he went in the name of His God. God says that David is a man after my own heart.  We all agree that David has a special relationship with God.

And then we come to 1 Samuel 21 and we find David lying. He is using his tongue to deceive. So if he has a problem with that giving his close relationship with God then how much of a bigger problem is that in my life. But more importantly, how do I stop my lying- whether they are big lies or just little white lies of deception. I believe that our passage of Scripture answers that for us.  

Body:

Let me give you a little background as we approach our study. David had killed Goliath and the people all loved David and Saul became very jealous of David.  Saul’s jealousy lead to his wanting to kill David. So, David is a fugitive; he is on the run from King Saul as we come to Chapter 21.
1. If I am to overcome lying I need to love truth more than I value anything else in my life.

1 Samuel 21:1-9 (NIV) 
1 David went to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest. Ahimelech trembled when he met him, and asked, "Why are you alone? Why is no one with you?" 
2 David answered Ahimelech the priest, "The king charged me with a certain matter and said to me, 'No one is to know anything about your mission and your instructions.' As for my men, I have told them to meet me at a certain place. 
3 Now then, what do you have on hand? Give me five loaves of bread, or whatever you can find." 
4 But the priest answered David, "I don't have any ordinary bread on hand; however, there is some consecrated bread here--provided the men have kept themselves from women." 
5 David replied, "Indeed women have been kept from us, as usual whenever I set out. The men's things are holy even on missions that are not holy. How much more so today!" 
6 So the priest gave him the consecrated bread, since there was no bread there except the bread of the Presence that had been removed from before the LORD and replaced by hot bread on the day it was taken away. 
7 Now one of Saul's servants was there that day, detained before the LORD; he was Doeg the Edomite, Saul's head shepherd. 
8 David asked Ahimelech, "Don't you have a spear or a sword here? I haven't brought my sword or any other weapon, because the king's business was urgent." 
9 The priest replied, "The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom you killed in the Valley of Elah, is here; it is wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod. If you want it, take it; there is no sword here but that one." David said, "There is none like it; give it to me." 

A. David was on no secret mission from the king.  He didn’t leave his sword at home because he was on urgent mission from the king. He was fleeing from the king. He just lied to the priest in order to get what he wanted- some food for his stomach and a weapon to defend himself from Saul.
B. He cashed in his honesty for food and a sword. At that moment he put food and weapon above the truth.
C. What have you valued more than the truth? If you value your convenience more than truth, you will get someone to lie when the phone rings by telling the party on the other lie- “he is not home or he is busy and will call you back.” If you value the money in your pocket more than the truth, you will lie on your IRS return. If you want to sell a piece of junk you may lie about how good the item works.
D. If you are a child of God you have to love the truth.  Doesn’t the Bible tell us that the truth will set us free ; it is never deception that sets you free.
2. If I am to overcome lying I need to trust in my God more than I trust in my lies.
3. 1 Samuel 21:10-15 (NIV) 
10 That day David fled from Saul and went to Achish king of Gath. 
11 But the servants of Achish said to him, "Isn't this David, the king of the land? Isn't he the one they sing about in their dances: "'Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands'?" 
12 David took these words to heart and was very much afraid of Achish king of Gath. 
13 So he pretended to be insane in their presence; and while he was in their hands he acted like a madman, making marks on the doors of the gate and letting saliva run down his beard. 
14 Achish said to his servants, "Look at the man! He is insane! Why bring him to me? 
15 Am I so short of madmen that you have to bring this fellow here to carry on like this in front of me? Must this man come into my house?" 

A. David goes down to Gath which is part of the Philistine territory. Remember these are arch enemies of the Israelites and he wants to go down there to hide out from Saul. Someone recognizes him as David and so he pretends, another words for lies, and let’s people think that he is a mad man.

B. David who trusted in the God of the Israelites to fight Goliath is now very much afraid and instead of trusting in God; he reverted to trusting in his lie.

C. Here is the problem: God can do more with the truth than I can do with my life. 
D. Can you think of a time in your life when you trusted more in a lie than in God to get you out of a mess?
E. It can be also said that his lying caused him to lose his spiritual focus. David was not afraid of the fighting warrior of the Philistines but he is afraid of the king of the Philistines. 
F. You may be saying I don’t use deception to get myself out of a situation but the Bible is full of situations where people used deception. Abraham used deception to hide from the king of Egypt that Sarah was his wife. Isaac had to work 7 years longer for Rebekah because his father in law used deception to trick Isaac.
3. If I am to overcome lying I need to always remember that you or someone is going to pay for your lie.
A. It  looks like at this point that David has lied twice and it seems to have paid off. He has gotten food and drink from Ahimelech and he has found a place to live where Saul will not chase him.
B. But lying never pays off.  David first attracts a certain group of people around him.  Not the religious godly type that is going to build up his faith but more the rebellious, the discontented and those deeply in debt.

1 Samuel 22:1-2 (NIV) 
1 David left Gath and escaped to the cave of Adullam. When his brothers and his father's household heard about it, they went down to him there. 
2 All those who were in distress or in debt or discontented gathered around him, and he became their leader. About four hundred men were with him. 

C. Secondly, the priest who helped David, he and his family and the priestly line were  killed.

1 Samuel 22:14-19 (NIV) 
14 Ahimelech answered the king, "Who of all your servants is as loyal as David, the king's son-in-law, captain of your bodyguard and highly respected in your household? 
15 Was that day the first time I inquired of God for him? Of course not! Let not the king accuse your servant or any of his father's family, for your servant knows nothing at all about this whole affair." 
16 But the king said, "You will surely die, Ahimelech, you and your father's whole family." 
17 Then the king ordered the guards at his side: "Turn and kill the priests of the LORD, because they too have sided with David. They knew he was fleeing, yet they did not tell me." But the king's officials were not willing to raise a hand to strike the priests of the LORD. 
18 The king then ordered Doeg, "You turn and strike down the priests." So Doeg the Edomite turned and struck them down. That day he killed eighty-five men who wore the linen ephod. 
19 He also put to the sword Nob, the town of the priests, with its men and women, its children and infants, and its cattle, donkeys and sheep. 

D. Thirdly David has to live with the guilt that Ahimelech’s whole family dies at the expense of David’s lie.

E. Don’t be naïve to think you lied; you got away with it and nobody was hurt by it. Lying always comes at a cost.

Conclusion

Lying is a big thing. It is a big thing to God. He wants his children to look like Him. And He tells us plainly in the New Testament that He does not lie.
And the Apostle John tells we look more like the devil when we lie.

John 8:44 (NIV) 
44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

I don’t know about you but I want to look more like God than the devil.

