Ten Decisions Every Christian Must Make for Themselves

I must decide to turn from Temptation


The Introduction:
Last week, we began our new series “Ten decisions every Christian must make for themselves.” And the first decision is that we must decide our level of commitment to the Lord. There were four basis level of commitment.

1. No commitment

2. I will commit if it is in my benefit to do so.

3. I will commit if God will accept some changes I want to make to His plan.

4. I will commit to God’s plan, God’s way without regard to my own personal benefit. 
Tonight, we look at the second decision that we have to make and that is when faced with temptation, how far do we go with it?  Of course, God’s standard is when confronted with temptation, we should flee from it. He wants us to find the way out that He has provided for us.
1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV) 
13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

So tonight let’s look at our four levels and see where we generally fall.
The Body:
1. Level One: I generally tend to blame God and therefore feel justified in yielding to the temptation.

James 1:13 (NIV) 
13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 

A. What does the homosexual say? God made me this way and so it is OK for me to yield to my desires.

B. Another example: God created those sexual desires in me so that it is OK for me to engage in sexual activity anytime with anyone.

C. Another example: God gave me alcoholic parents so I can not help it that when I drink I drink to excess.

D. In each of these cases you want to blame God for the temptation you are experiencing and so you feel justified in giving in that temptation.

2. Level two: I generally tend to underestimate the trickery of the devil to tell me the wrong thing or put me in the wrong place and therefore fall victim to temptation.
Genesis 3:1 (NIV) 
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 

A. Right from the beginning of the Bible God, warns us that the devil is tricky and we need to be careful of his schemes. In the garden, he calls into question what God said. And that opened the door for Adam and Eve to fall to temptation.
B. I am reminded the story of David. It said that usually in the springtime that the men went off to war but this year David made the decision to stay at the palace. And one day it says that David saw the beautiful woman Bathsheba and he took her for his own. God didn’t tell David to stay at the palace; he was a warrior king; he needed to be on the battlefield. Oh, but the devil says you ought to stay at home this springtime.
C. The devil will tell us the wrong thing and put us in the wrong places and he just makes it so easy for us to fall into temptation. I don’t think it is a coincidence that in two of Jesus’ temptation the devil took him somewhere. He first took to the Holy City and the highest point of the temple and told him to jump. And then he took him to a high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms and told them these could be yours.
3. Level three: I generally want to blame someone else for my temptation and therefore I yield to it.
A. I know what James says about blaming God for a temptation so I would never blame God. I consider myself a small fish in the pond so Satan doesn’t bother with me because after all he is after some larger fish. But I don’t mind blaming someone else for my yielding to a temptation.

B. Wasn’t Adam quick to blame Eve for his eating of the fruit of the tree in the Garden?

Genesis 3:12 (NIV) 
12 The man said, "The woman you put here with me--she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it." 
C. In each one of these three levels I am going to blame someone else for my yielding to a temptation.
4. Level 4:  I will take responsibility for admitting my part in the temptation.
James 1:14 (NIV) 
14 but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. 
A. Admitting that you messed up is a big step in the right direction and I praise the Lord that you are willing to admit that you have messed up.
B. But there are some of us who fight our battles all alone. The problem is I will lose more often than not fighting temptation all alone. So I need Level 5.
5. Level 5: I seek God’s help in dealing with a temptation and I admit my guilt if I yield to the temptation.
1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV) 
13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 
James 1:14-15 (NIV) 
14 but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. 
15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 
The Conclusion:

On which level do you generally operate the most?
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