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Hebrews 5:11-6:12 focuses on four groups of people:

The first two groups deal with Christians. There are only two ways to describe a Christian as immature or mature.

1. Those dull of hearing- the immature Christian. Hebrews 5:11-14.


A. Time does not produce maturity.


B. Not able to discern good from evil.

2. Those who possess a level of maturity. Hebrews 6:1-3.

A. They have moved past just the basis teachings of the faith.
Then we come to the next two groups which are not believers/Christians but because they have been closely aligned to religion they falsely think they are saved.
1. Those unbelievers, who think they are believers but return back to the ways of the world. Hebrews 6:4-6

2. Those unbelievers who think they are believers but have no works. 

A. James 2:14 (NIV) 
14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 

But the passage that we want to devote our time to is Hebrews 6:4-6. And we got to understand it in the context of the whole word of God.

Hebrews 6:4-6 (NIV) 
4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 
5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, 
6 if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 

Can a Christian really know they are saved?
The whole of Scripture would say yes.
John 10:27-28 (NIV) 
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 
28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 

John 10:29-30 (NIV) 
29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 
30 I and the Father are one." 

Is it possible for anyone to come so close to being saved and still not be saved? I believe the answer is yes.

How close to be being saved did this person come?
Once been enlightened….being enlightened
Ephesians 1:18 (KJV) 
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 

Have tasted the heavenly gift…I have the heavenly gift.
Luke 11:13 (KJV) 
13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 

Who has shared in the Holy Spirit… I have the Holy Spirit in totality.
Luke 11:13 (KJV) 
13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 

Who has tasted the Word of God…I hid His Word in my heart
 Psalms 119:11 (KJV) 
11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 

Let me give you a couple examples of people who came close but never become Christian.

1. Simon the sorcerer

 Acts 8:9-24 (NIV) 
9 Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, 
10 and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, "This man is the divine power known as the Great Power." 
11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his magic. 
12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 
13 Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw. 
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 
15 When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 
16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 
17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money 
19 and said, "Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 
20 Peter answered: "May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! 
21 You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. 
22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 
23 For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin." 
24 Then Simon answered, "Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to me." 

2. Judas
John 6:70 (NIV) 
70 Then Jesus replied, "Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!" 

3. Workers of Inquity

Matthew 7:22-23 (KJV) 
22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

What it is telling us is that one has  come close to the Gospel and has turned away is actually worse off than someone who has never heard the Gospel in the first place. 
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