The Worship & Giving Instructions

Deuteronomy 12:1-32


Study by Verse:
1-5 the practice at this time was to take a place previously used to worship a prior god and make it a place to worship one’s own God. God wanted none of that in their worship of Him. God wanted the Israelites to completely destroy that place and He will tell them the place where He wanted to be worshipped.

Implications: Maybe we need to be more selective where we chose to set up a place to worship God. Maybe an old abandon bar room is not a good place to open a church. Maybe a Jehovah Witness Hall that is up for sale is not a good place to move a church to.

Maybe it is also telling us that we can not worship God while we are also worshipping other gods. We have to tear down the other altar before we can truly worship God. 

5-7 God had a single place selected where the people were to worship Him. At first it would be in Gilgal then Bethel then Shiloh and then ultimately in Jerusalem.

Implication: The Israelites were not given the choice about worship. There you must go. Lone Ranger worship of God didn’t exist with the Israelites and it does not exist with the church. Lone Ranger worship is sin.

Secondly, we are to keep our worship on track. All the things that they needed to do they did when they gathered at the house of God.

8 God makes the rules, not you. And yet 80% of Christians say that you can be a good Christian without attending church.
10-14 the church house is to be a place of joy.
15-28 God declared that was not to be considered a sacrifice to Him. But the things that were God’s have to be sacrificed at God’s appointed place. In other words, what was God was not for their use.
They were not to eat the blood. They were to pour out the blood on the ground. 

Remember, their tithe help free up the Levites for full time service to God.

29-32 there is a curiosity with sinfulness that gets you into trouble. 

Curiosity about Jehovah Witness could get you in trouble. If you are not grounded then you might get caught in their lies.
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