

Struggling with the Same Old Stuff Again               1 Samuel 26
Introduction  

· Two months ago, right when we got home from our vacation, I had to have the air condition man come out because we noticed the house was not cooling. He added Freon and we just knew our a/c problems were over.
· About a month later, I noticed that the red light on the filter system we had installed on our a/c unit was not working. I called the air condition man, he came out and noticed the wires were not connected and fixed the problem. The red light was working and we knew our a/c problems were over.
· Well, last week I went in the attic to get something, and I noticed that the two ultra violet lights on that same a/c filtration system were not on. That means the filtration system is not working although the red light is on. Out comes the a/c man again to fix the new problem. He did not have the specially made bulbs that he needed to fix it and so he will be back Tuesday with them and I am hoping our a/c problems will be over.

· I tell you about my a/c problem because life is sort of like my a/c. We have a struggle or a problem in our life, we get through it; by the help of God we make it through it; we think it is over only to discover that we have stumbled right back into that same problem again.
· Today, David finds himself struggling with the same old stuff again.  Just two chapters ago, in chapter 24, Saul was chasing David; David spared Saul’s life when Saul walked into the cave that David and his men were hiding out in. David could have taken Saul’s life but instead confronted Saul. Saul is overtaken with grief that David is more righteous than he is and Saul returns to the palace. And probably David at this point thinks in his mind the problem with Saul has been dealt with and the problem is over. 
· Fast forward to just two chapters later- to chapter 26.  David is being hunted down by Saul and three thousand of his men in the Desert of Ziph. The same old struggle has raised its ugly head again.
· And that is the way our life is. Problems go away but somehow they seem to reappear. And so every one of us has our same old stuff we struggle with.

· So let’s see what we can learn when David struggles with his same old stuff again- being pursued by King Saul.
Points Contained in the Sermon
Point # 1    Verses 1-4  

1. When I find myself struggling with the    same old stuff again, I got to make sure that I don’t lose heart.
Scripture: 1 Samuel 26:1-4 (NIV) 
1 The Ziphites went to Saul at Gibeah and said, "Is not David hiding on the hill of Hakilah, which faces Jeshimon?" 
2 So Saul went down to the Desert of Ziph, with his three thousand chosen men of Israel, to search there for David. 
3 Saul made his camp beside the road on the hill of Hakilah facing Jeshimon, but David stayed in the desert. When he saw that Saul had followed him there, 
4 he sent out scouts and learned that Saul had definitely arrived. ______________________________________

Discussion:
A. It is what I don’t see that surprises me in these verses. It is the absence of a negative response. Saul had chases David to the Desert of Maon in Chapter 23 and was about ready to capture him when Saul was called back home because the Philistines were attacking. Then Saul was pursing David in the Desert of En Gedi in Chapter 24 and David spared his life. Now, this is the third time that Saul is chasing him. This time, it is in the Desert of Ziph. 

B. But David does not yell and shout in anger:”Why is this happening to me?”He doesn’t go into some deep despair because he cannot get Saul off of his back. He doesn’t take out his frustrations and his anger on his men because he cannot shake loose of this problem.

C. What it tells me is that David did not lose heart although the problem kept coming back at him.
D. As you read the Old Testament you read about men who in despair have torn their clothes when something bad has happened- like the death of a family member. But there was one group who could never tear their clothes in despair. God commanded it. It was the Levites; they were the priest; they had a special relationship with God. And they could not tear their clothes as evidence to the people that God was enough. There is no need to despair because God is enough.
E. Today we are the priest; we have a special relationship with God through Jesus Christ. And I am here to tell you that God is enough. No matter what struggle you have; no matter how often it reoccurs; God is enough. We should never lose heart as Christians because our God is big enough to handle whatever comes our way no matter how many times it comes our way.
F. David knew that and practiced that how he lived; and I hope you do too.

Point # 2    Verses 5-12  


2. When I find myself struggling with the    same old stuff again, I got to seek change without compromise to God’s Word.
Scripture: 1 Samuel 26:5-12 (NIV) 
5 Then David set out and went to the place where Saul had camped. He saw where Saul and Abner son of Ner, the commander of the army, had lain down. Saul was lying inside the camp, with the army encamped around him. 
6 David then asked Ahimelech the Hittite and Abishai son of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, "Who will go down into the camp with me to Saul?" "I'll go with you," said Abishai. 
7 So David and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, lying asleep inside the camp with his spear stuck in the ground near his head. Abner and the soldiers were lying around him. 
8 Abishai said to David, "Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. Now let me pin him to the ground with one thrust of my spear; I won't strike him twice." 
9 But David said to Abishai, "Don't destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the LORD's anointed and be guiltless? 
10 As surely as the LORD lives," he said, "the LORD himself will strike him; either his time will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish. 
11 But the LORD forbid that I should lay a hand on the LORD's anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that are near his head, and let's go." 
12 So David took the spear and water jug near Saul's head, and they left. No one saw or knew about it, nor did anyone wake up. They were all sleeping, because the LORD had put them into a deep sleep. 

______________________________________

Discussion:

A. David doesn’t resign himself to:”Oh, well, the problem is back. Nothing I can do about it.” Instead, David and his men head toward Saul. I believe that David was going to try to prove to Saul once again his innocence. He was taking an active approach to solving his problem.

B.  As Christians, we should not resign ourselves to marital problems, financial problems, sickness, family issues as if there is nothing we can do about them. We should do all in our power to bring that problem to a resolution.
C. But we should never go outside of the boundaries of God’s Word to resolve our problems.  David could have resolved his problem with Saul right then and there. One of his men was willing to put his spear in Saul as he lay sleeping.  But David would have no part of that because it was outside of the boundaries of God’s Word.  

D. Two things we have to be concerned about here. First, we cannot let our problems overtake us and we not fight back.  We are Christians; we have hope that God can intervene. And secondly we should never go outside of the boundaries of the Scripture to do our fighting.     

Point #3                              vs.22-24        
3. When I find myself struggling with the    same old stuff again, I got to make sure that I celebrate every little relief  that I get .
Scripture: 1 Samuel 26:22-24 (NIV) 
22 "Here is the king's spear," David answered. "Let one of your young men come over and get it. 
23 The LORD rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness. The LORD delivered you into my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the LORD's anointed. 
24 As surely as I valued your life today, so may the LORD value my life and deliver me from all trouble." 

Discussion
A. David states his case before King Saul and once again Saul realizes that he has erred in chasing David. Saul is going to head back home so David is going to get some relief even if it is for just a little while.
B. David celebrates his relief with God. He says that the God who has delivered him from this encounter with Saul is the same God that can deliver him from all his problems.

C. Can you sense in the words the celebration that David is having?  And we need to do that because Saul is going home and David and his men are going back to the desert to stay away from Saul.

D. Today Saul is not looking to kill David but tomorrow it will be different. So celebrate today!

Conclusion  

If you struggle with the same old stuff over and over then you are not alone.  But as Christians we must:

1. Never lose hope no matter how many times the problem reoccurs.

2. Fight the good fight but always fight within the boundaries of Scripture.

3. Learn to celebrate even the smallest of victories when dealing with same old stuff. 
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