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Introduction:
I have many titles to describe who Dave Hartson is. To some, I am the pastor of this church. To the children at school where I work I am Dr. Hartson. To Anne, I am her husband. And to the world, I am a Living Stone because that is how the Bible describes me. 
The Apostle Peter in his First Epistle refers to Jesus as the Cornerstone and then he goes on to say that you and I who know Jesus Christ as Lord and are living for Him have been made into living stones. We might not like the title ascribed to us by the Bible; we might not think it is flattery to be called a stone but it doesn’t change the fact that if the Bible calls us stones we are stones. 
And this morning since we are truly indeed living stones we need to know what are the responsibilities of a living stone. And that is what we want to look at this morning- what are the responsibilities of a living stone.

Turn with me in your Bible to:

1 Peter 2:4-8 (NIV) 
4 As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him-- 
5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6 For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone, 
8 and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the message--which is also what they were destined for. 
Body:

1. As a Living Stone, I have a responsibility to stay close to the Cornerstone.
4 As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him-- 5 you also, like living stones…

A. A stone has no life of its own. It is dead. It can not think; it can not talk; it can not walk; it has no life. Remember, a couple of years ago, the craze was to buy a pet rock.  People would go out and pay good money to buy the rock because it didn’t do anything. It didn’t have accidents in the house; it didn’t bark when the doorbell rang; it didn’t jump on guest when they came over to visit. It just sat there because it had no life.
B. You and I are like that stone because without Jesus we have no life. The Bible says that I was dead in my trespasses and sins; I had no life in my body and God brought life into my body. You see anything that God touches He brings life to. He can take something that is dead and bring life into it.
C. Well, then my responsibility is to stay close to the Cornerstone. The Scripture says “as you come to him” you have life. You drift away from the Cornerstone and I can tell that you will start doing things spiritually dead people do. You are going to get tangled up with the drugs and the alcohol and the pornography; you are going to start make excuses for not being in God’s house; and you are going to stop hearing that little small voice from within telling you that you have messed up and that you need to get it right with God.
D. You stay close to the Cornerstone and there is life. You are able to discern right from wrong; you are in love with God and His people; and you are able to trust God to take charge of your life and make your path straight.

E. My question to you is: how close are you standing to the Cornerstone? 
2. As a Living Stone, I need to keep my body pure. 
5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house…

A. My body is a spiritual house because God gave me the Holy Spirit to live within me. And if God lives within me then my house is truly a spiritual house.

B. In the Old Testament, Solomon built a temple for God to dwell in and that was His spiritual house. In the New Testament His spiritual house is you and me.

C. That means that I better keep my body pure. I have better be careful what I allow my eyes to see because if my eyes see it then the Holy Spirit sees it. I have better be careful where I hang out because where ever I hang out I take the Holy Spirit along with me. I have better guard my sexual purity because any sexual impurity wounds the Spirit of God living within me.
D. How well are you keeping your body pure? What comes to your mind that you need to change in your life to make your body pure?

3. As a Living Stone, I need to be serving God.
5…a holy priesthood…
A.  In the Old Testament Aaron and his sons served as priests. There jobs simply put were to serve God and in serving God they served the people.
B. And if I am a Living Stone, I am part of the priesthood. My job would be the same. I am to serve God and in my service to God I serve people.

C. Something is wrong with my relationship to God if I think people in this congregation are here to serve me.  Something is wrong with my relationship with God if I have to keep score what I am doing and what other people are doing so that I don’t do too much.  Something is wrong with my relationship with God, if I don’t like the people I go to church with.
D. How well are you serving God and others?
4. As a Living Stone, I offer myself as the sacrifice acceptable to God.

5…offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

A. In the Old Testament the primary sacrifices were animal sacrifices. However, there were occasions that the people could offer a grain sacrifice or a flour sacrifice to God and it be acceptable.

B. In the New Testament, the sacrifice has changed. It is no longer animal or grains that are placed on the altar; it is my life that is placed on the altar. My life on the altar the Bible describes as a reasonable sacrifice.

C. This means I no longer live for myself but now I live for God. I chose to put God first in my life and myself second. It means that I don’t climb off the altar when I don’t like the situation I am in.
D. It doesn’t matter how great you can sing; it doesn’t matter how well you can preach; it doesn’t matter how eloquent your prayer if you have taken yourself off the altar then you are not worshipping God.

Romans 12:1 (NIV) 
1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 

E. Are you still on the altar today?

5. If I come to the Cornerstone as a Living Stone I will not be put to shame. If I reject the Cornerstone, I will stumble and I will fall.
6 For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone, 
8 and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall."
A. Today we are left with a choice. Live my life for God and His promise is that I will not be put to shame. In other words, one day those people who have laughed at me because of my commitment for Christ will have to admit that I was right. One day those people who thought I was foolish because I spent so mush time at church will be weeping at the error of their ways.
B. Those that reject the Cornerstone His promise to them is that they will stumble and fall. It doesn’t matter if they are on the top of the world in this life, they will stumble and fall.

C. Our conclusion is this: Are you building your life on the Cornerstone or falling over Jesus as a stumbling stone?
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