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Introduction
Last week, the writer of Hebrews turned the spotlight away from the heroes of faith and put it directly on us. He challenged us to have a type of life that would have allowed our names to be placed in the hall of fame chapter if that chapter 11 was still open and still adding names. However, to live that type of life requires that we do warfare with sin in our life. We are to throw sin away according to the Hebrews’ writer; we are to pluck it out and throw it away according to Jesus Himself; and the Apostle Paul says we are to put sin to death.  Now, those three actions are warfare. However, unfortunately, I believe that we play with sin rather than warfare with sin. We remove sin from our life for a little while just to allow it to return a little later and now a little more difficult to remove than the time before.
I got to be honest with you, if I am to wage warfare against sin; I am going to need some help. No way am I going to be able to do it on my own. On my own, the best that I can do is play with sin. Enter Jesus into the picture. And now the writer of Hebrews moves the spotlight from me to Jesus, and so I need to pay close attention to see how Jesus can help me do warfare with sin.
Hebrews 12:2-3 (NIV) 
2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  

Body

1. Fighting sin begins with picking the right role model and that model is Jesus.
2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus…

A. If I want to be the best football player that I can be than I would want to study under the best coach available. If I wanted to be the best heart surgeon that I can be than I would want to study under the one that I consider to be the present best surgeon. And if I want to be the best wager of war against sin in my life, I need to model life after the best and that is, Jesus.  

Hebrews 4:15 (NIV) 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin.  

B. It is not the Apostles Paul, Peter, James or John that I should look to as my model to wage war against sin. They all sinned and at some point missed the mark in their own lives. They had to look beyond themselves to Jesus to battle sin in their own lives. However, Jesus, though all God and all man, did not sin. He is the perfect model.  
C. I know that we all can pick someone to compare ourselves with and rationale that at least I am not as bad as soon and so. Or, compared to so and so I am a pretty good Christian. However, that is not the standard.
D. Jesus is the standard. How do you compare to Jesus in waging war against sin in your life?

2. Fighting sin requires that I need a helper; I cannot do it on my own.
Hebrews 12:2 (NIV) 
2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith…

A. Jesus is described as the author and perfecter of our faith. It is the idea that he is the one who laid the way and as the perfecter He has seen it to completion.  So, in one sense what Jesus has accomplished is a completed action. It has happened with his death and resurrection but there is another sense in which the authoring and perfecting is still going on in our lives. He has paved the way in our heart, but He is still in the process of molding us to His image. It is still going on. And therefore, He is our helper.
B. The writer of Hebrews certainly recognized this help available from Jesus.  
Hebrews 13:6 (NIV) 
6 So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"  

Daniel when he put in a spot between serving the king or serving God chose to serve God even knowing that it might end him up in the lion’ den.  

Daniel 6:10-11 (NIV) 
10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 
11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help.  
C. Do you see God as your helper or do you think that you can do it on your own?
3. Fighting sin means that I take the examples that Jesus left for me and apply them to my own life.
Hebrews 12:2-3 (NIV) 
2 … who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  

A. There are three examples that he gives us in these two verses that provide practical guidance to us.
a. Who for the joy set before him endured the cross... There is no joy in being crucified to the cross. The joy comes in the obedience to the Father.  Now sometimes, it is costly to get to the joy but Jesus was willing to pay the price to get to the joy. The joy comes in doing the right thing and knowing that you did the right thing.  Unfortunately, however, some people take this Scripture to the extreme. They stub their toe and they proclaim “praise the Lord.” That is not what it is saying for us to do. It is telling us to see what joy you can see on the other side of the ordeal if you remain obedient to God.
b.  Scorning its shame… Don’t let pain make the decision for you because it will give you the wrong answer. And the reverse is also true don’t let pleasure make the decision for you because it too will give you the wrong answer. Then how should we make a decision by what God tells us as we read His Word, and as we pray to the Father. It is no coincidence, that in Jesus to greatest trials – The Temptation in the Wilderness and the Garden of Gethsemane that he quoted Scripture and in the second one He prayed. In either case, it was not going to be pain or pleasure that made the decision for Jesus.
c. …and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful me… The decision that we want to make is all about who we want to please. And  Jesus is telling us that we need to crave the approval of God and not man.
4. Fighting sins means I don’t become disillusioned when others around me fall because I am focused on one who doesn’t fall.
Hebrews 12:2-3 (NIV) 
2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus…so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  

A. You put your eyes on the pastor rather than Jesus, and he does something terrible wrong, and you say to yourself if he messes up then I don’t stand a chance. What has happened is that you have lost heart because you set your standard too low.
B. You look at your brother or sister as a really good Christian but something happened, and they messed up big time. You lose heart about your Christian life because you have seen your family member do the wrong thing.

C. The only thing that will keep you from losing heart is keeping your eyes on Jesus.

Conclusion

Am I willing to be in warfare with sin?  And now, the next question is: Am I willing to accept Jesus as my example, my helper and my encourager in the warfare against sin. 
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