Some Get It; Some Don’t

2 John 4-6
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INTRODUCTION:
Two guys were sitting having a late night supper in one of those restaurants that have a TV set in every corner of the room. You know the kind of restaurant I am talking about. 
Well, the 10:00 p.m. news comes on and the lead story is about a man threatening to jump from a 20th floor of a downtown office building.  One friend turns to the other as the reporter begins her report and he says to his friend, “I’ll bet you ten dollars the guy doesn’t jump. The other guy responses, “I will take that bet.” As the reporter continues to report her story you see the man leap from the building you hear the spectators scream and you know what has just happened.

The loser, he gets $10.00 out of his wallet to pay his pal. “I can’t take your money,” his friend admits. “I saw him jump earlier on the six o’clock news.”

“Me, too, said the other buddy. “But I didn’t think he would do it again.”  Here is the $10.00.
And the point of my story is: some get it and some don’t. If he jumped during the 6 o’clock news; he jumped during the 10 o’clock news; but the guy didn’t get it.

And I think that is the same thing that happens in the Christian life. Some Christians get it and some don’t.  Some people read their Bible; but they don’t get it. Some people go to church; but they don’t get it. Some people pray; but they don’t get. They don’t get how the Christian life is to be lived.
This morning John is going to tell you the same thing I just told you. Some people don’t get it. But John is going to go further then I just did because he is going to tell you why some people don’t get it. Now me, I don’t want to be one of those ones who don’t get it. And so I am going to pay very close attention to what John has to so and I hope you will too.
Let’s begin by reading the passage of Scripture. 
2 John 1:4-6 (NIV) 
4 It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as the Father commanded us. 
5 And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask that we love one another. 
6 And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love. 

BODY:
1. You don’t get it if you know the truth but you don’t think it applies to you.
4 It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth…

A. John begins this Epistle by saying this letter is addressed to the elect lady and her children. Now, John could be referring to an actual person or to a group of believers. But whichever is the case, it is obvious that she has many children.

B. Now as we come to verse 4 we discover that some of her children are walking in the truth. But that also means that some of her children aren’t walking in the truth.  Do you think for one moment that she taught some of her children the truth and the others she didn’t? No way! You can’t tell me that she did not teach all of her children the truth.  

C.  What had to happen then is some of her children thought the truth didn’t apply to them. But that’s the same thing that happens today. 
D. When God’s Word says that we should not forsake the assembling ourselves together and we are constantly making plans to do something else on Sunday other than church, we don’t get it.

E. When God’s Word says our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit and we should not dishonor it and yet we dishonor it by taking drugs or engaging in sex outside of marriage, we don’t get it.

F. When you husbands don’t love your wife as Christ loves the church; and when you wives don’t respect your husbands like the Bible describes then you don’t get it.
G. We don’t get it because we don’t allow the truth of God’s Word to shape the way we live- we want to live the way we want; not how God wants us to live. 

2. You don’t get it if you must feel love before you can show love to someone.
2 John 1:5 (NIV) 
5 And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask that we love one another. 

A. I hear people say that I can’t love so and so because I don’t feel anything for them. At one time I felt something for them but now I just don’t feel anything for them.  Or how about this one: I use to love them but they hurt me and now I feel nothing for them.
B. In both cases, you are letting your feeling dictate whether you will love somebody. John doesn’t say in this verse if you feel like you can love each other then love each other. If you can’t, I understand, but just try to work on getting that feeling so you can love them. Instead he is saying I am asking you to love one another.  I am the elder; and I am asking you to love one another. Where do feelings some in? They don’t!
C. I am so glad that God didn’t let His feeling dictate His love for me. The Bible says that I was yet his enemy when Christ died for me. If Jesus would have allowed His feelings to dictate what He did: He would have left the Garden of Gethsemane when He asked this cup to pass from Him not having His eyes set on a cross. Instead He didn’t go by His feelings; allowed Himself to be nailed to a cross; and then died for my sins.
D. But unfortunately too much of what we do as Christians is based upon our feelings. I decide who I am going to pray for based upon how I feel about them. I decide who I will help based upon how I feel about them. I will even decide who I will go up to today and talk with based upon how I feel about them. It doesn’t matter if someone new walked in the church and no one talked with them, I feel nothing for them; I am not going to go up to them and show them love.  
E. If too much of how live we live our life is based upon our feelings, we don’t get it. Being a Christian is not based on my feelings.
3. You don’t get it if you want to do the fun things God ask but not the hard things that He ask.
2 John 1:6 (NIV) 
6 And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love. 

A. I like the word “worship” now that is fun. I don’t like the word command that sounds hard; it sounds like something that I really would not want to do. But the problem is that if I pick and chose the fun things of being a Christian to do and not do the hard things then I don’t get it; I don’t get what the Christian life is all about.
B. Well, Bro. Dave what are some of the hard things you are talking about? Well, one of the things is picking up your cross and following Christ. That means sometimes you might have to go against your family wishes or your friends wishes in order to serve Him.

C. The Bible talks about if someone asks you to walk one mile with them instead of just walking that one mile you walk the extra mile. And the point is that you really got to inconvenience yourself for the sake of somebody else. That’s hard! But that is what being a Christian is all about.
D. There might be some people in this congregation that are difficult to love but you have to love them anyway. It doesn’t matter how you feel about them. God did not ask you how you feel about them; you just got to love them. That’s hard but that is His command.

E. This is a downfall of a lot of marriages. People want to do the fun things of marriage; but they don’t want to do the work of marriage. When it is time to roll up their sleeve and get to work together to make the marriage work; they are no where to be found. 

F. If you think being a Christian is sitting around in a circle, eating fried chicken or chicken & dumplings and singing “Cum-ba-ya” Lord then you don’t get it. Sometimes you are going to have to do the hard things. Somethings you are going to have to take the paths that none of your family or none of your friends are traveling. 
G. John is saying that sometimes you have to do the hard things; sometimes you have to do the commands. Any less, then you don’t get it.

CONCLUSION:

The Apostle John in verse 4 says that it brings him great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth. 

What disappoints me is that it wasn’t “most” of her children; it was just some. And so today as I preach this sermon my heart hurts because only “some” of you are going to get what this message is all about. 

Those who get don’t get it will go on deceiving themselves into thinking: “I am a pretty good Christian.” Those who get the message will be humbled; realize that I am not anywhere close to being what a good Christian is and they will want to plead with God to draw them closer to Him.

Some get it; and some don’t. And that’s I why we open up the altar every Sunday!  
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