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Introduction:

We have now come to our last study in our six part series “Simplify Your Christian Life”. Since it has been a while since we have been down this road together let’s quickly review where we have been.

Step 1: We need to add right living to our life tempered by love.

Proverbs 21:21 (NIV) 
21 He who pursues righteousness and love finds life, prosperity and honor. 
Step 2: We need to remove anger and bitterness from our life.

Proverbs 21:9 (NIV) 
9 Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife. 

Step 3: We need to engage in wise planning.

Proverbs 21:5 (NIV) 
5 The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty. 
In the first three steps, we are the active participants. We are the ones adding right living; we are the ones removing anger and bitterness; we are the ones engaging in wise planning all three with God’s help.

Now we come to Step 4 and it probably is going to be our hardest step of all to simplify our life because we are not in control of this step, God is the active participant. In Step 4 I rest in the fact that God is in control. God is in control and He doesn’t need my help to control any situation.
Proverbs 21:1 (NIV) 
1 The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases. 
In fact, we make our life more difficult, we complicate our life,  because we can not rest in the fact that God is in control and so we attempt to control situations that we have no business attempting to control. Jonah attempted to control his situation by attempting to flee to Tarish but he soon discovered that he did not control the situation. Joseph brother’s attempted to control their situation by selling Joseph in slavery but discovered later on that God was in control when it was revealed that Joseph was second in charge of all Egypt. David attempted to take control of  his sin by having Uriah the Hittite killed in battle but David discovered that even as King of Israel there is One who has even greater control than he.

So, I want to know what are signs that I am not resting in God’s control? What are the signs that I am fighting God for control rather than resting in His control.
Body:
1. I am fighting God for control if I think I can succeed at anything without Him.
Proverbs 21:31 (NIV) 
31 The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but victory rests with the LORD. 

A. God expects us to do all the preparation that is necessary to be victorious but there is a point that we have to stop and allow God to take over.

B. We have to do the preparation to simplify our life by adding the right living tempered with love; removing the bitterness and anger; engage in wise planning but then we got to step back and allow God to take over.

C  In verse 31 the preparation must be done in for the battle but the battle belongs to God. We prepare to simplify our life but then we step back and allow God to simplify our life.

D. And that is, my friends, the uniqueness of the Christian: we prepare and then rest in God. 
2. I am fighting God for control if I think I have a better way to deal with my situation than God’s way. 

Proverbs 21:30 (NIV) 
30 There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the LORD. 

 A. Abraham’s wife, Sarah, had a better way to deal with her situation then wait for God to give her child by Abraham. We all know the story;  Abraham slept with Hagar the maid and had a son named Ishmael.  And the result was that it complicated her life; it did not simplify it because it was her plan and not God’s plan.
B. Jonah had a better way to deal with his life than answer the call of God to go to Nineveh. Jonah hopped a ship headed toward Tarshish and we know how complicated his life became as he got swallowed up by a great fish.

C. One of the Holy Spirit’s jobs in my life is to reveal God’s way to me. My job is to rest in doing things his way rather than trying to find a different way of doing things. God’s way brings rest and my way complicates my life.

3. I am fighting God for control if I think there is some aspect of life that He cannot control.
Proverbs 21:1 (NIV) 
1 The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases. 

A. If I believe in my heart that there is a step along the way that God can not control then I am likely to take control.

B. Didn’t the Israelites send spies into the land and didn’t the spies come back and report that there are giants in the land. And it was at that point the people took control of their situation rather than leaving it in God’s hand because they thought in their hearts that God could not control the giants. And we know that they complicate their life- 40 more years in the wilderness.

C. And what was the reason- one step along they didn’t trust God and they took control rather than resting in God. In your life if there is a step along the way that you don’t trust God I can assure you that you just complicated your life.

4. I am fighting God for control if I refuse to do what I need to do in preparation for allowing God to do what He needs to do.
Proverbs 21:25 (NIV) 
25 The sluggard's craving will be the death of him, because his hands refuse to work. 
A. I recognize that God is the ultimate provider of my family. And I rest in the fact that I know in my heart that God will meet my needs.

B. But let’s suppose I lose my job and I just sit at home. I don’t go out looking for a job; I don’t tell anybody I need a job; I am just going to rest in the fact that God will provide for my family.

C. What’s wrong with that picture is that I didn’t do what I needed to do in order to allow God to do what He needed to do.

D. So basically I took control out of the hands but not doing what I needed to do and I just complicated my life.
5. I am fighting God for control if I think the end of the matter is more important than how I get there.

Proverbs 21:3 (NIV) 
3 To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. 

A. Sometimes we see the end is sight and we take a short cut rather than doing it God’s way.
B. Abraham passed off his wife as his sister on several occasions to the Pharaoh’s of Egypt in order to go down to Egypt to get food for his family during a famine.

C. Sarah learned the hard way that having a baby by Abraham through Hagar the maid just complicated her life.

D. King David discovered the hard way that bringing the ark of the covenant back home on a cart rather than the way that God wanted it to be carried just complicated his life.

E. I may see the end in sight but if I don’t get there God’s way, I just complicated my life.

Conclusion:
Proverbs 21 is all about simplifying your life. Tonight some of us need to get with God to simplify our life because our lives are way too complicated. We all have made it that way; it wasn’t God that complicated our life. God wants us to rest in Him.
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