Signs that My Commitment to God is Less Than Whole Hearted
Hosea 10:1-5

The Introduction:
We live in a day and time that is all about choices. Sometimes we chose wisely and sometime we chose foolishly.  It reminds me of the story of two brothers who were boiling some eggs so that later on that day they could decorate them for Easter. The older brother told the younger brother- “if you let me break three raw eggs on your head, I will give you a dollar.” The younger brother’s eyes grew wide with the prospect of getting a dollar.  “Really a whole dollar”, he said. “Promise!” “Three eggs and I will give you a dollar” the older brother said. Then, “Okay” the younger one replied.
The younger brother braced for the on slot of eggs by closing his eyes and putting his hands by his side. It was then that the older brother cracked the first egg on his head. As the yolk was rolling down the younger brother’s cheek, the older brother said, “That is one and here is number two” and cracked number two on his head.  The younger brother braced for the third and final egg. After about ten seconds the younger brother said, “Come on; get it over with; hit me with the third egg.” The older brother replied, “Are you kidding? That would cost me a dollar.”

The younger brother made the wrong choice. And I am afraid that in spiritual matters sometimes we made the wrong choice. When we are faced with the decision to serve God with our whole heart, our whole mind and our whole being, we sometime chose to give God less than our best. We give Him a half hearted effort.

Well today, in our passage of Scripture from Hosea 10: 1-11, the prophets give us the signs to show us that our commitment to God is less than wholehearted. 

Let me read the passage, and we will look at the signs. After that, you must determine for yourself whether or not your present commitment to God is less than whole hearted.      

Hosea 10:1-5 (NIV) 

1 Israel was a spreading vine; he brought forth fruit for himself. As his fruit increased, he built more altars; as his land prospered, he adorned his sacred stones. 
2 Their heart is deceitful, and now they must bear their guilt. The LORD will demolish their altars and destroy their sacred stones. 
3 Then they will say, "We have no king because we did not revere the LORD. But even if we had a king, what could he do for us?" 
4 They make many promises, take false oaths and make agreements; therefore lawsuits spring up like poisonous weeds in a plowed field. 
5 The people who live in Samaria fear for the calf-idol of Beth Aven. Its people will mourn over it, and so will its idolatrous priests, those who had rejoiced over its splendor, because it is taken from them into exile. 

Body

1. My commitment to God is less than whole hearted if something or someone has equal or greater importance in my heart than God.
Hosea 10:1-2 (NIV) 
1 Israel was a spreading vine; he brought forth fruit for himself. As his fruit increased, he built more altars; as his land prospered, he adorned his sacred stones. 
2 Their heart is deceitful, and now they must bear their guilt. The LORD will demolish their altars and destroy their sacred stones. 

A. As Israel prospered the people built more altars and decorated their sacred stones except that they were not altars or stones to the true God. The people had divided their loyalty between the pagan gods and the true God. The people put the pagan gods on equal footing with God. And God was angry with them.
B. Well you may say Bro Dave that we don’t do that- we don’t build altars or sacred stones to any god. That’s true on the outside but it is not true on the inside- in our hearts. We put people and things on the same level as God or even higher than God some times.

C. Let me give you the easiest way to know if something has greater or equal value to God in your heart. If you are not having to sacrifice something to fulfill your commitment to God then He is not first place in your life.
D. Committing to God requires sacrifice. Let me give you an example: Your family calls you and invites you to Sunday dinner and they tell you we are eating at 12 sharp so be here on time. You know church doesn’t get out exactly at 12 and it will take you a few minutes to drive there from church. So the earliest time you can get there is 12:30 if you go to church. If you make the decision not to go to church so you can please the family, you made no sacrifice; family is first place- God isn’t.  And unfortunately, we make similar type of decisions like that every day that puts God second.
2. My commitment to God will be less than whole hearted if I don’t understand all that God can do for me.
Hosea 10:3 (NIV) 
3 Then they will say, "We have no king because we did not revere the LORD. But even if we had a king, what could he do for us?" 

A. Obviously from this verse we discover that Israel did not understand all God could do for them if they whole heartedly committed to Him. They felt they were the ones who produced the fruit of the vine. They felt it was their neighboring countries that were going to protect them. So they saw no purpose for God in their life. They did not understand they needed Him for everything and therefore no commitment.

B. Do you understand that when you are sick you need God more than the doctor? God will use a doctor, and thank God for doctors, but it is God who brings about your healing.

Do you understand that when you have financial problems you need God more than you need the government to bail you out? Do you understand that if you have a drug or alcohol problem you need God more than you need a 12 step program? Great that we have a 12 step program but it is God that brings about your healing. Do you understand if you are having martial problems you need God more than you need a counselor. Great, God may use a counselor but ultimately God has to heal your marriage.

C.  The Apostle Paul says in Philippians 4:13 (NIV) 
13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 

D. Well, the opposite is equally true.  I can no nothing unless that God gives me the strength to do it.

E. And if I truly understood this then I would be whole heartedly committed to God.

3. My commitment to God is less than whole hearted as evidenced by my lying tongue.
Hosea 10:4 (NIV) 
4 They make many promises, take false oaths and make agreements; therefore lawsuits spring up like poisonous weeds in a plowed field. 
A. The Israelites made promises, took oaths and make agreements that they did not keep. They lied without any reservation.

B. But the Israelites forgot one important thing: God’s people when they make a promise, or take an oath or enter into an agreement, God is also a part to that agreement. Jesus told us in the Gospels let your yes be yes and your no be no.

C. In a recent book The Future of Reputation the author discusses that the increase of laws and the increase of lawsuits is evidence that credibility and integrity is vanishing from society. And how right the author is.

D. A country not committed to God will result in a people not committed to God and so their word and their honesty means nothings. Law suits will abound and new laws will constantly spring up.

E. According to a White House Press release in Dec. 2004, it was reported that every citizen in American pays $809.00 per year extra for products and services they buy due to cost of ligations.  Maybe America is forgetting God.

4. My commitment to God is less than whole hearted if my heart is hard to the things of God and tender to other things.
Hosea 10:3 (NIV) 
3 Then they will say, "We have no king because we did not revere the LORD. But even if we had a king, what could he do for us?" 
Hosea 10:5 (NIV) 
5 The people who live in Samaria fear for the calf-idol of Beth Aven. Its people will mourn over it, and so will its idolatrous priests, those who had rejoiced over its splendor, because it is taken from them into exile. 

A. You can easily see in these two verses the contrast of how the people felt about true God and the pagan gods they worshipped. When it came to the true God their heart was hard. Listen to what they say: “what could he do for us.” When it came to the pagan idol they were tender hearted about it. The people feared about its safety; they mourned over its being taken to Assyria and they rejoiced in its beauty.  You can say they were very tender hearted about their idol.
B. You could even say that heart was like dead to God and very much alive to the idol.
C. Today, I want you to think is that something that heart is more tender toward than God. There shouldn’t be. If there is then you need to ask God to plow up your heart and make it tender to Him.
Conclusion:

What does your commitment to God look like? Does it look like what it should look like or does it look more like the half hearted commitment of the Israelites.

God desires that your commitment be total. To love Him with all your heart, your mind and your soul. Are you at that point today?
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