Shoot to the Moon Part 9

Leave Something Behind 

[image: image1.jpg]


Introduction
When Apollo 11 landed on the moon, one of the famous scenes that has been etched into my memory is the two astronauts planting the American flag on the surface of the moon. What this symbolizes for me is that when they reached their destination, they left something behind for this generation and future generations to know they have been there.
When you and I shoot for the moon and make it we too should leave something behind so others will know that we have been there. The Apostle Paul, I believe shot to the moon and he made it and he tells Timothy something very interesting in 

2 Timothy 2:2 (NIV) 
2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 

Paul had reached his destination; remember he says he has finished his race; he believed Timothy would finish his race and he tells Timothy to teach others so they can finish their race.
In other words, just as the astronauts left behind one of the greatest things that they could leave behind, the American flag. You and I as Christians are to leave behind whatever it takes to equip others to be more like Christ. In other words, my most treasure I can leave behind is to help others reach their goal of becoming all that God intends them to be.
Tonight, we want to look at how we do just that.

Body

1. First, I must approach those I want to equip in a spirit of humility.
Galatians 6:1 (NIV) 
1 Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 

A. Nobody likes a know it all. You will never be able to help equip others if you can not connect to others. And you will never be able to connect with others if you come at them with pride.

B. Nobody likes a condemning spirit. You can not be putting others down and at the same time equipping them. They will reject what you have to tell them.

C. Instead you must empower them by coming at them with the right spirit and having a genuineness about yourself. 

2. Second, I must keep my life discipline so what I impart I also possess.
1 Corinthians 4:14-16 (NIV) 
14 I am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you, as my dear children. 
15 Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 
16 Therefore I urge you to imitate me. 

A. Paul says to the Corinthian church to imitate me. That puts a challenge on the Corinthian church but it also puts great pressure on Paul to keep his life disciplined.
B. For example, if I got up behind the podium on Sunday morning and told you to imitate me I may be telling you to study your Bible like I study my Bible; be faithful in your church attendance like I am in mine; and to love your wife like I love my life. That would be a challenge to you; to me it would require great discipline so what I tell you is consistent with how I live or I lose credibility.
C. I believe that the Church of Jesus Christ is hurt more by people who hold them themselves out to others as examples but is later discovered to be less than what they say they are. I believe it damages the church more than is offset by the faithful people doing what they should be doing.
D. If I am going to equip someone else- I got to be disciplined in my own life.
3. Third, if I going to equip someone else I got to see their potential through God’s eyes.

A. Jesus spend three years training 12 people who had no ministry experience to become ministers. He had to see their potential is the only reason to invest that much of His time and energies into these 12 men.

B. I believe that a lot of churches are not empowered today because their shepherd didn’t see the potential of that congregation and so he did not stick around long enough to equip them. Eighty seven percent 87% of Southern Baptist church members feel that their pastors don’t stay at their church for enough years to be effective.
C. If I am going to leave something behind; it is going to take time. Am I willing to invest the time?
D. Maybe that is why childhood last 18 years because it takes time for mom and dad to leave an imprint on that life. How do you know if you were effective in leaving the imprint?

Luke 6:40 (NIV) 
40 A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher. 

4. If I am equipping someone one day I will have to make the challenge to them to do something with what they have learned.
A. Jesus equipped them and one day he make the challenge to them.  It went like this:

Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV) 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

B. Parents one day if they adequately equipped their child should willingly send him or her out to start their own life. Parents who are afraid of sending their children out know in their heart that they did not do an adequate job of equipping them for the world.

C. Seminaries send graduates out believing that they have done an adequate job equipping them.

D. You will never equip someone if you will never challenge them. You hand feed them everything without ever challenging them to work for it they will never be ready to make it on their own.

E. That’s one of the reason that the sermons we preach at Bala Chitto are made to challenge you.

CONCLUSION
One of the greatest things that we can do in our life is to shot to the moon and make our destination. The second greatest thing is to bring someone else along.

