Shoot to the Moon Part 7A

It Requires Steps of Faith Along the Way
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INTRODUCTION:
Last week we said that there are two relationships that we need to understand if we are to have the faith to excel in our Christian life and shoot to the moon.

The first relationship is that risk reveals faith. How do we know if we have faith if our faith is never put to the test? It is risk that puts faith to the test and therefore the relationship is made. 
In Genesis 22, God tells Abraham to rise up and take his son to Mt. Moriah and offer him as a burnt offering. There is the risk. But in Hebrews 11 we see the faith because Abraham believes that if he offers Isaac as a sacrifice that God would raise him from the dead. There is the faith.
The second relationship is that faith puts God’s power into action. In Matthew 17 God’s says if we have faith of a mustard seed that we could move mountains. We can say to the mountain move from here to there and it will move. And so faith is what puts God’s power into action.

But here is the problem. Fear cancels out faith and so we face the risk without the power of God and so that spells disaster. Peter seeing the wind as he was walking on the water became afraid (fearful) and began to sink. There is the lack of power; there is facing the risk without the power of God.
So it is vital to us as Christians to deal with our fears. So how do we become the risk taker who experiences the power of God to be victorious in day to day life?
BODY:

1. In life there will always be something that brings fear to me. And what I must do is shift that fear to fearing God.
 Ecclesiastes 8:12 (NIV) 
12 Although a wicked man commits a hundred crimes and still lives a long time, I know that it will go better with God-fearing men, who are reverent before God. 

A. We always are going to be afraid of something as long as we have breath. The normal things that we are afraid of are people, things, or security. And most of the time our fear is about losing them; something happening to them; or our not pleasing them.
B. Here is the principle: we will chose to fear the person or things that we value the most. And so there can be times that I value something more than I value God. Or sometimes there may be someone I value more than I value God. 
C. You may ask why can’t I value both. The answer is simple.  We are not made by our Creator to fear something else and fear God.  You either fear God or fear something else.

Luke 16:13 (NIV) 
13 "No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money." 

D. So what I must do is refocus my fear to God. Fearing people, things or security does not bring me power but fearing God does. 

E. Suppose I fear people things or security. I am still going to have risk in life but now I am going to face those risks with nothing that gives me power. But if I can refocus my fear on God I don’t short circuit the power.
2. The danger of unconfessed sin is that after a while it removes all fear and so I am no longer in a position to refocus my fear on God and keep the power of God in my life.
 Romans 1:18 (NIV) 
18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 

A. The truth is that we have been created with the ability to fear- that is so we can fear our God. Keep unconfessed sin in your life you begin to suppress the fear. 
B. Those who suppress the fear of God can not operate in the realm of faith. And so when they face a risk in their life they do it without the power of God in their life.

3. A second way to be sure that we face the risk of life with the power of God is that we do what is required to shore up our faith.
Hebrews 11:6 (NIV) 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

A.  I think the last part of the verse (those who earnestly seek him) tells you how to shore up your faith.  You may not be able to take a giant leap of faith; but you may be able to take a small step of faith.
B. Look with me at verses 4 and 5. 

Hebrews 11:4-5 (NIV) 
4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead. 
5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. 

C. There is no comparison between what Enoch’s faith was able to do and what Abel’s faith was able to do. Enoch’s faith certainly had to be greater than Abel. All Abel did was to offer a good sacrifice; Enoch was taken bodily to heaven.  Both however where they were in life took a step of faith. One was a giant leap; one was a small step but God rewarded both.

D. How do you shore up your faith? Wherever you are in life; you take whatever step of faith you can take. 

4. The third way to be sure that we face the risk of life with the power of God is to memorialize the times that God came through for us.
A. The Jews celebrate the Passover annually as a memorial that God was faithful in bringing them out of Egypt.

B. When the Israelites crossed the Jordan they took 12 stones out of it and set them on the bank as a memorial. Over and over in the Old Testament we see memorial established reflecting on the faithfulness of God.
C. Today, I read my Bible as a memorial of God’s faithfulness. You ask what does it do. It keeps me wanting to exercise my faith to see what else God can do in my life and so it keeps the power of God alive when I experience a risk. 
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