Shoot to the Moon Part 7

It Requires Steps of Faith along the Way
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INTRODUCTION:
If your desire in life is to be an astronaut you have to be a risk taker. John Glenn was the first American to orbit around the earth aboard Friendship 7 on February 20, 1962. His mission lasted 4 hours, 55 minutes, and 23 seconds. There was a certain measure of risk to his mission being the first astronaut to orbit the earth but there also had to be that measure of faith surrounding what he was doing.
Edward White aboard Gemini 4 in June 1965 was the first American astronaut to venture outside of the space ship to do some work on his craft. His spacewalk lasted 20 minutes.  There was a certain measure of risk to be the first astronaut to walk in space but there had to be a measure of faith surrounding what he was doing.
On July 21, 1969, Neil Armstrong was the first American to walk on the moon. His moonwalk lasted 2 hours 31 minutes and 40 seconds. To get to the moon in the lunar module; land, and then walk on the moon and return to the spaceship had to have a measure of risk but there also had to be a measure of faith surrounding what he was doing.
Well, I believe that the Christian life has its measure of risk taking. The Bible is full of examples in the Old and New Testament of risk takers. Today, if I want to advance in my Christian walk there will be a measure of risk I have to take. But that risk has to be offset with a measure of faith in God. 

So tonight, I want to beginning talking with you about that relationship of risk and faith. It might take two weeks to complete this part in our series so bear with me.
BODY:

1. Faith and risk go hand in hand; you can not have a measure of faith without first having a measure of risk.
Hebrews 11:6 (NIV) 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

A. The writer of Hebrews tells us that it is impossible to please God without faith.  What is it that gives our faith substance? Well, it has to be risk. And if that is true then God put us in positions that have to have a measure of risk.
B. I can say today that I believe planes fly and they are safe. But what really test is: being put in a situation where I have to fly. Now what I believe about planes has really been put to the test by a risk- having to fly somewhere. There is the risk-faith factor. 

C. In the Old Testament when God called Abram to leave his family in Ur, he called him to go to a land that he has not seen. There is the risk-faith factor: going to an unknown place; leaving his family only because God asked Him to go.
D. In the New Testament when Jesus called the apostles several of them were fishermen like Peter and Andrew. And Jesus told them to leave the nets because now I will make you a fisher of men. The risk faith factor was: first not knowing what Jesus was talking about and secondly not knowing how they would now make a living but yet they followed Jesus.
C. So if my faith is to grow; then I will find myself in places of risk. 

2. Faith and power go hand in hand; you can not have a measure of power at work in your life until your faith is in operation.

Matthew 17:20 (NIV) 
20 He replied, "Because you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you." 

A. Faith releases the power of God to work in my life. In the Old Testament when the people of Israel had the faith to walk around the walls of Jericho as God had said; the walls came stumbling down.

B. In the New Testament when the apostles had enough faith to distribute a few loaves and fishes it released the power of God to feed a multitude.

3. The outcome we experience when we balance the risk we face with the power of God through faith is that we know that His plans are at work in our life.

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) 
11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

Hebrews 11:6 (NIV) 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

A. And the Scripture is pretty plain when God’s plans are at work in my life then I am the one that benefits.

4. The process of risk to experiencing the power of God can be shut down anywhere along the way by fear.

Matthew 14:28-31 (NIV) 
28 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 
29 "Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 
30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 

A. Peter was so near to Jesus that Jesus reached out His hand to catch Peter. But yet the process was shut down when he feared. He could no longer walk on the water when He feared.

Instead of a conclusion tonight, I have an application.

The Application:

There are two. One is church wide and one is individual.

As a church if we don’t understand this principle we can come together; run some great kids activities; stay within the budget of the church; have a great Sunday School program & great worship services and yet never see the power of God at work because we were afraid to take a risk. The whole time we never left our comfort zone; the whole time we never took a risk and the result is that we never allowed God’s power to work. That’s the application on the church level.
Now let’s look at the application on the personal level. The thing that produces change in my life is taking a risk. Without the risk there is no change. Everything just remains the same. 
Let me give you an example: I am hanging around with the wrong people who seem to always be getting me in trouble. My wife says that there are good people at the church she goes to. My risk is to leave my old buddies not knowing if the church crowd will accept me. I have the risk of feeling uncomfortable going to church for the first time not knowing if they will accept me. I hear about God’s unconditional love and the church folks seem to be genuinely interested in me.  I took the risk and God’s power worked in my life. 
Those who can overcome their fears allowed the risk power process to go all the way to the end received the power of God whether it is the church or an individual.
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