Shoot to the Moon Part 5

You Can Not Do It Alone
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Introduction:
I had no idea of the number of people it took to send Apollo 11 to the moon. But Catherine Timmesh wrote a book called Team Moon: How 400,000 People Landed Apollo 11 on the Moon. 
And in this book, she interviews some of the 17,000 behind the scene workers at Kennedy Space Center, some of the 7,500 workers at Grumman who built the spaceship, and some of the 500 designers and seamstresses who actually made the space suits.
And she goes on to say in her book that beside these three main groups that if you added anybody that had anything to do with Apollo 11 there were another 375,000 people involved in landing Apollo 11 on the moon. 

And my point is that the astronauts could not do it alone. And if we are going to shoot to the moon in our Christian life, we can not do it alone.

Knowing this, God in His Word gives us some directions on building relationships that will help us get to the moon. But let’s be honest, not every relationship will get you to the moon. Some relationships simply tear you down. So we definitely need to know what God wants to teach us about healthy relationships. 

Turn with in your Bible to:

Proverbs 13:20 (NIV) 
20 He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm. 

Solomon tells us something very interesting. The behaviors that we show are more caught than taught. And in fact the Apostle Paul takes it even a little further. He says that what you catch can even override what you have been taught.

1 Corinthians 15:33 (NIV) 
33 Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." 

And that being true then if I knew who your friends are then I probably can tell you what your future holds.
And so God’s Word cautions us is to pursue godly relationships. And so the problem for us is how we go about doing that.
Body:

1.  Pursue relationship with people who are worthy of emulating.
Luke 14:27 (NIV) 
27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 
Hebrews 13:7-8 (NIV) 
7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

1 Corinthians 4:16 (NIV) 
16 Therefore I urge you to imitate me. 

A. As a parent, these passages of Scripture ought to give us problems. Because a child is going to do what you do and not what you teach them to do. If you drop your child off at church and tell them they need to be at church but you don’t go what they learn is that church is not that  important.  If you tell your teenager that you better not drink beer and they open the ice box and see your beer in it then they will learn it is OK to drink beer.
B. As a pastor, these Scriptures give me a problem because the people will not do as they hear me preach but rather they will do how they see me do. If I don’t live how I preach my message is null and void.
C. We don’t have any control over who our parents will be but when it comes to the people we associate with we do have control over that. And what you need to find are people who live godly and pursue them as people that you want to be around. That clearly what the Scripture tells us! That’s why the caution don’t be unequally yoked with an unbeliever. That’s why if you are dating you have better not date an unbeliever even if you say to yourself it is just a date. You might just fall in love and rather than you changing them, they may end up changing you. 
D. In fact, in each one of our lives we ought to have at least these three people in our life.
· We ought to have a godly person we know lives a godly life and we should strive to imitate them.

· We ought to have a person who is an encourager- one who picks you up when you down or you messed up.

· We ought to have a person who we are trying to disciple- to bring along in the faith.

E. Paul had Jesus as the one He choose to imitate. He had Barnabas as his encourager. And he had Timothy as one he was bringing along in the faith. 
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