Shoot for the Moon Part 4

It Requires Great Sacrifice
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Introduction:
I am certain that in man’s endeavor to explore outer space there have been some that had to make great sacrifices. 

I am reminded of that Columbia crew there never returned home. The crew itself made a great sacrifice but so did the families and friends of those on board.

I understand that when a crew is in training for a mission they are pretty much in isolated from their families. The astronauts have to pay a great price but so do their families.

If you are in the space program and your desire is to shoot to the moon; let me assure you that it is going to come with great sacrifices.

If your desire tonight as a Christian is to go from being a good Christian to a great Christian if you want to shoot for the moon as a Christian, it too is going to come with great sacrifices.

So let’s turn in our Bibles to:

Luke 14:27-35 (NIV) 
27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 
28 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 
29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 
30 saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 
31 "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 
32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 
33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 
34 "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 
35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 

Body:

1. Sacrifice is the clearest and greatest evidence of how much you love someone else.

John 15:13 (NIV) 
13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 
A.  If you say that you love someone but there is no sacrifice on your part you are deceiving yourself.  Love requires sacrifice.
B. Abraham loved God and his love was tested in Genesis 22 when God asked him to offer his son Isaac on Mt Moriah. His love was put to the test and he was willing to make that sacrifice. What can we say about Abraham? He loved God.

C. And then there is Hannah who even made a greater sacrifice than Abraham. She offered her son to God even though God never asked her to. Abraham walked down the mountain with his son, Hannah left her son at the Temple with Eli. What can we say about Hannah? She had great love for God.
C. And then in the New Testament there is the widow who dropped her last penny in the plate and Jesus compared her to the Pharisee who dropped some coins into the plate. Jesus asked who gave the greatest gift and the answer is the one who made the greater sacrifice. And we know it was the widow lady who made the greater sacrifice and loved God more.

D. Do you see any signs of sacrifice in your relationship with God? Are you more interested in a giving God or a God who takes? If you love God you see both – sometimes He gives but sometimes He takes.

2. Sacrifice is the clearest indicator of a commitment to a  purpose. 

Luke 14:27 (NIV) 
27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 

A. We have a purpose and that purpose is to be like Christ. Those who are commitment to that purpose stay focused on the goal. If I am carrying my cross I can not go off wandering in every direction. The cross I carry keeps me singularly focused. Now that requires some sacrifice because I can see everybody else doing what please them and here I am carrying my cross.
B. I can sit and listen to a sales pitch by an insurance agent about how great his life insurance policy is but when it comes to point that he says would you like to buy it, my answer is no. I am not committed to his purpose so I am not going to make the personal sacrifice. 

C. Sacrifice is your indicator that you want to go further with that purpose.  In that same passage in Luke there is another Scripture that says:

Luke 14:33 (NIV) 
33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 

 D. Sacrifice shows your single purpose.
3. Sacrifice shows me that I love God and I have the same purpose that God has for me but what is it that would give me the push to sacrifice.

A. People who sacrifice grasp God’s unconditional love for them.


Romans 5:10 (NIV) 
10 For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 

B. People who sacrifice depend on God’s eternal goodness.


Hebrews 11:19 (NIV) 
19 Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. 

C. People who sacrifice yield to God’s ownership of everything.


1 Chronicles 29:10-13 (NIV) 
10 David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, "Praise be to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 
11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 
12 Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 
13 Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 

Conclusion:
Good Christians fulfill what is required of them. Great Christians go beyond what is required of them. Do you want to be a great Christian? I do!

Let us pray!
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