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Shoot for the Moon Part 3

It Begins with a Dream
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Introduction:
On March 25, 1961 President Kennedy went before a joint session of Congress and he told them “I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before this decade is out, of landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to the Earth.”

Kennedy’s speech ignited the dream of a nation to land on the moon. Oh, he had his skeptics that said it could not be done. But the dream became a reality when Apollo 11 on July 20th, 1969 set down on the surface of the moon and Neil Armstrong walked on the surface of the moon. 
Man actually walking on the face of the moon began with a dream. Maybe if we are going to shoot for the moon in our Christian life we need to dream. 

Turn with me in your Bibles to 

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 (NIV) 
9 However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"-- 
10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 

What is this passage talking about? The dreams of God for us! Jesus when He came to earth talked about the dreams of God for us. He talked about the Kingdom of Heaven being in our midst. He talked about the mansions that the Father has prepared for us. He talked about life after death. God has dreams for us and so maybe we ought to have dreams for ourselves.  
In fact, I believe we need to have dreams for our life, our marriage, our family, our church. Anything that is important for us we ought to have a dream about. And today I want to share with you about the dreams we ought to have for our life.
Body:

1. We need to dream because it provides the direction for our life.
Philippians 3:10-12 (NIV) 
10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 
11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 

A. Paul says look: here is my dream. I want to know Christ, the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his suffering.

B. What Paul is doing is setting out a road map for his life.  It set as a priority those things that are important to him.

C. We need to do that because we easily drift; we are easily distracted; we easily get off course.

Hebrews 2:1 (NIV) 
1 We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 

2. We need to dream because God delights in doing the difficult in the life of the improbable. 
Jeremiah 32:17 (NIV) 
17 "Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you.

1 Corinthians 1:27 (NIV) 
27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 

 A. God delights to do the impossible thing. He delights in doing it through the most improbable person so it can be seen that He is importing grace beyond measure.
B. I have heard grace described at God’s redemption at Christ expense. And that is true. But that is not the only way to understand grace.  Grace can also be described as doing good for someone when there is no compelling reason to do so and every reason not to. And that is where God likes to work.
3. We need to dream because life comes at us with unexpected moments which give rise to potential dreams.

Nehemiah 1:3-4 (NIV) 
3 They said to me, "Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire." 
4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. 

A. Nehemiah is the cupbearer to the King of Persia. He hears from his Jewish brethren that a remnant of Jews has returned home and is in great trouble because the wall around Jerusalem has been destroyed.  It gives birth to a dream in his heart to go to Jerusalem and rebuild the wall.
B. Every day something unexpected might occur in our life which may give rise to a dream. A doctor reports that I have cancer. A dream can arise that God bring healing to my body. Our child seems to have abandoned the things of God for the world. A parent’s dream may be that their child returns to the faith.

4. We need to dream because dreams draw us to Jesus.
John 10:10 (NIV) 
…I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

A. If you dream it has to bring you to Jesus. 

5.  The key to having your dream come true is obedience to God.

Psalms 37:4 (NIV) 
4 Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

A. Don't expect to ever have God's favor if you are not willing to submit to His authority in your life.
Conclusion

Tonight, some of you may need to dream again.
