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Shoot for the Moon Part 2

 Fire in our Belly
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Introduction:
Last week we began our series “Shoot to the Moon”. And the title of this series comes from the idea that we ought to go all the way in our Christian life. We should strive to be sold out to God. We should strive to be that great Christian. 

And we saw the first element we need to have on board our rocket ship is the discipline to take every thought captive to Christ. Remember, we looked at the steps necessary to take every thought captive.

Tonight, we add the second element that must be on board our rocket ship if we are to “Shoot for the Moon.” There must be a fire in our belly. Whenever I have watched a launch of the space shuttle I have always been impressed by the power of that vehicle to lift off from that platform. And although the fire might not the direct cause of the launch, the fire is evidence that the rocket is going to leave that platform and head toward outer space.
Well, fire in the belly of the Christian is evidence that he or she is not going to stay mediocre. The fire is evidence that he or she is not going to be satisfied just going through the motion. That Christian with fire in their belly wants a lot more out of their Christian life than others may want.
So tonight, let’s explore how we get that fire in our belly. And to do that, we go to a Scripture in the New Testament where Paul instructs Timothy to stir up that fire in his belly. And I believe that Paul would instruct us likewise.
Turn with me in your Bible to:

2 Timothy 1:6-7 (NIV) 
6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 
7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. 

Body:

1. We stir up that fire in our belly by doing what needs to be done.
…but a spirit of power 

A. Paul tells Timothy that you have a spirit of power. It means that you do what needs to be done even in the face of opposition.

B. The Apostles had the spirit of power after Pentecost. They preached the Gospel in unfriendly territory and all died a martyr’s death except the Apostle John.
C. Nehemiah went back to his homeland and rebuilt the wall around Jerusalem despite the opposition he encountered along the way. Nehemiah had the Spirit of power.
D. Noah had the spirit of power. He did what God told him to do and built the ark that saved him and his family. He worked on it day and night despite the ridicule of those around him who mocked him for building an ark when it has never rained before. He worked on it and never gave up despite how long it took him to build it.

E. They all had this in common. They had the spirit of power. They had to run the race; fight the fight and wrestle with the enemy. Three things God tells us that we must do in our own lives. (1 Cor. 9:24; 1 Cor. 9:26; and Eph. 6:12)
F. We need discernment to know when it is one of those times that we need to be still and let God work and when it is one of those times we simply need to get busy and do what needs to be done.
G. Paul tells Timothy sometimes you just can not sit back; sometimes you have to fight.

2. We stir up the fire in our belly by being real with one another.

… (spirit) of love 

A. I believe that it would be a whole lot easier to love one another if we were not so fake some times.  We are afraid to tell people that sometimes we feel like we are falling apart. We are afraid to tell people that we are scared for what the future holds for us. And to tell someone that I am struggling with a temptation, no way.
B. But the reality is that by being real you are easier to love. Keeping your distance makes it hard for people to love one another. 
C. Paul tells Timothy that you have the spirit of love. Don’t stand off from the people let them see your struggles so that they can fall in love with you and you with them.

D. Galatians 6:2 (NIV) 
2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
And Jesus summed up the law this way. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind and soul and your neighbor as yourself.

E. As we become open and transparent the easier it is to love that person. The spirit of love- to be open and real with one another!

3. We stir up that fire in our belly by enduring the difficulties we encounter without caving in.
…and (the spirit) of self-discipline 

A. Jesus is our perfect example of self discipline. He did not look forward to getting on the cross; He asked if this cup could pass Him but since that was the only way to bring me back into fellowship with the Father, Jesus had the discipline to see it through.
Hebrews 12:2-3 (NIV) 
2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

B. Why do we need the spirit of discipline? Because of the Scripture we just read. The answer is so that we do not grow weary and lose heart.

C. Paul says that he disciplines his body so he doesn’t preach one thing and love another way.
1 Corinthians 9:27 (NIV) 
27 No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 

Conclusion:

 The second element that we need if we are going to shot for the moon is fire in our belly. That fire is needed if we are going to move from good to great. Today, some of you may need to visit the altar because the fire in your belly needs to be stirred up. It has been there smoldering for a while. And now you need that spark to rekindle the flame.
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