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Shoot for the Moon Part 1

Change Your Life by Taking Your Thoughts Captive
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Introduction:
Many Christians today need to have their lives changed for the better. And when God is ready to make that change in their life, God is going to change them by changing their thoughts.

But here is the problem: when the devil is ready to tempt you into sin, the devil is going to try to corrupt you by corrupting those same thoughts.

So you and I have to decide to shoot for the moon. We have to decide to let God in our thoughts and to keep the devil out of our thoughts. 
Paul put it this way in 2 Corinthians 10:5 (NIV) 
5 …we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. We may have read that Scripture before but we may not have given much thought as to how we take every thought captive. 

So if we are going to shoot for the moon we need to know how to take those thoughts captive and that is what we are going to try to accomplish tonight.
Body:
1.  We need to control what we focus our minds upon by quickly dismissing the junk and dwelling upon the excellent things.
Philippians 4:8 (NIV) 
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things. 
A. Think about what we let our minds dwell upon. We find some piece of junk and that is that we choose to focus upon rather than focusing on something good.
B. Sometimes a Christian don’t get along with another Christian because despite all the good things about that person we camp on the one negative piece of junk we know.

C. Sadly, sometimes we focus on the one thing that we think God should have done for us but didn’t rather than focus on all the good things that God has done for us.

D. If we are going to take our thoughts captive we got to quickly dismiss the junk and dwell upon the good.

2. We can not entertain even for a second the lies that the devil will throw at us.
Genesis 3:1 (NIV) 
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 
A. We must not listen to the devil’s lies. God never told Adam & Eve that they could not eat from any tree but just one tree.  But Eve didn’t quickly dismiss the lie of the devil. She entertained it and was quickly deceived.

B. Let me give you an example from the New Testament. 2 Corinthians 11:3-4 (NIV) 
3 But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 
4 For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough. 
C. And what Paul is telling us is that when we listen to false teachers we are doing the same thing that Eve did in the Garden. We must not entertain even for a second something that we know is contrary to Scripture because we too will be deceived just like Eve.

3. We need to discern in our hearts and our minds the junk of the world and the lies of the devil by studying the Word of God. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

A. How long have you been a Christian? Let’s say you have been a Christian for ten years. Are you afraid that someday, somebody is going to find out that you don’t have ten years of mastery of the Bible? And that should concern you. 
B. But here is the main point. In your ignorance of the Word of God it is easy to be deceived by the devil because you don’t know what he is telling you is a lie. 
C. In your ignorance of the Scripture it may be more difficult to dismiss the junk and entertain the excellent things because the excellent things are found in the Word.
D. If you are going to shoot for the moon you have to study the Scriptures and if you are going to take your thoughts captive you got to study the Scriptures. And that is work. 

4. We have got to commit to ourselves that we are going to take every thought captive day in and day out.
2 Thessalonians 3:13 (NIV) 
13 And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. 

A. Taking every thought captive for a day, a week or a month is not sufficient. 

B. The Christian journey is not a sprint. It is a marathon. It is to be lived moment to moment but it is also to be lived everyday.

C. Some of us do it for a little while and then we get tired and give up. 

Conclusion:

I hope you are shooting for the moon in your Christian life.  It begins with taking every thought captive.
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