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Her Obituary doesn’t do her Justice!

1Chronicles 29:26-30
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Sharron Bates died August 6, 2007 at the age of 62. That’s young by today’s standard but we don’t have any control over death. The Bible is very clear: Life and death are in God’s hand.
Our job is to make our lives count for something while we have breath; our job is to make the most of our days while we are here on earth. King David did exactly that. When his life came to an end, His obituary didn’t do him justice; it didn’t tell the whole story because he lived a very full live. Let me read David’s obituary to you from 1 Chronicles 29:26-30.
1 Chronicles 29:26-30 (NIV) 
26 David son of Jesse was king over all Israel. 
27 He ruled over Israel forty years--seven in Hebron and thirty-three in Jerusalem. 
28 He died at a good old age, having enjoyed long life, wealth and honor. His son Solomon succeeded him as king. 
29 As for the events of King David's reign, from beginning to end, they are written in the records of Samuel the seer, the records of Nathan the prophet and the records of Gad the seer, 
30 together with the details of his reign and power, and the circumstances that surrounded him and Israel and the kingdoms of all the other lands. 

When I read Sharron’s obituary notice in the paper on Tuesday evening, and the revised notice on Wednesday evening I was reminded of King David’s obituary notice. Just like King David, her obituary notice doesn’t do her justice either because no notice can capture the fact that Sharron lived a full life.
King David had a full life; Sharron Bates had a full life. So the question you might be asking yourself is what makes for a full life. Let me go back to 1 Chronicles 29 and point out a couple of things that I see that makes for a full life.
1. David had a full life because he had a relationship with Jesus; and Sharron had a full life because she too had a relationship with Jesus.
1 Chronicles 29:26 (NIV) 
26 David son of Jesse was king over all Israel. 

A. It was God who made David king of Israel. The first King of Israel -Saul- he was the peoples’ choice; the second king- David –now he was God’s choice. God tells us in his Word that David was a man after God’s own heart. David had that special relationship with God.
B. Sharron had that special relationship with the Lord. She knew the Lord. She asked Jesus into her life. Greg told me about a time that they were about ready to transport her from Southwest Hospital down to Hammond. That night the family gathered in her room and this was one of Sharron’s better nights while she was in the hospital. She mouthed that she was ready to go “home”. I can’t help but think that when she was referring to home she was not meaning home as in Magnolia but home as in heaven. You see her body was tired and she was ready to meet Jesus.
C.  She had a full life because she knew the Lord.
2. David had a full life because family was important to him; Sharron had a full life because family was important to her. 
1 Chronicles 29:26 (NIV) 
26 David son of Jesse was king over all Israel. 

A. Everybody knew David as King of Israel. The writer didn’t have to describe him as David son of Jesse except to point out that family was important to David. David was upset that God would not let him built a temple but he was excited that Solomon, his son, would build it. That is how he was- family was important to him.
B. Sharron loved family. Even in the neighborhood where she lived she was known as the “neighborhood mom.” She took care of not only Christy and Pepper; she took care of all the neighborhood kids. Christy and Pepper, you were blessed because you had a mother who was active in your live. Remember when she would sit down in front of the television and play Atari with you; she taught you to play cards and remember she kept a good eye on you when you thought you were grown and could do grown up things. Remember those front lawn night!
C. I don’t want to leave family without mentioning that Sharron and Larry were married 36 years. Christy and Pepper, you were blessed to always have a mom and a dad. In a day and time when people don’t honor their vows, it is good to see a couple make it to the finished line-until death do you part. Sharron made it to the finished line.
3. David lived a full life because he enjoyed the life that God had given him; Sharron lived a full life because she enjoyed the life that God had given her.
1 Chronicles 29:28 (NIV) 
28 He died at a good old age, having enjoyed long life, wealth and honor. His son Solomon succeeded him as king. 

A. David enjoyed the life that God had given him. He was made King of Israel, a mighty warrior for God and a man with much wealth and honor. You say who won’t want that. The truth be told that there are some very unhappy successful and rich people in the world. But David, he enjoyed his life.

B. Sharron’s life was nothing like David’s life but she enjoyed the life that God had given her. I am sure that she would not have traded places with David for anything in this world.

C. Sharron enjoyed spending time with her grandchildren- Nicole, Skyler and Amanda. She loved her daughters and her daughters loved her equally as much. I learned very quickly after I got to know Pepper and Greg that if you couldn’t find Pepper at home, you had to call Sharron’s house because most likely she would be there. She loved her role as wife, mother and grandmother probably just as much as David loved being king.
4. David had a full life because his life will be remembered long after his death; Sharron had a full life because she will be remembered long after her death.

1 Chronicles 29:29 (NIV) 
29 As for the events of King David's reign, from beginning to end, they are written in the records of Samuel the seer, the records of Nathan the prophet and the records of Gad the seer, 

A. The events that occurred in David’s life were recorded in writing so that they will be remembered.
B. The events of Sharron’s life may not be recorded in a book like King David’s life but the events of Sharron’s life live on in the memories of her husband, her children and her grandchildren.  In fact, Skyler had written down some of her memorizes about grandmother that I want to read to you today. Skyler, the good news is that death can not steal the memories you have about your grandmother. Always treasure them and keep them close to your heart.
READ SKYLER’S MEMORIES
C. I have got a personal memory about Sharron I want to share. I remember the year that she coached the Bala Chitto Buzzards softball team. She had a fiery spirit about her. And if the umpire made the wrong call, he needed to watch out. She would let him know in no uncertain terms he was wrong. She never gave up on us; even though we won only one game that year I believe that she thought we were national champs. 

Conclusion:
Sharon Bates lived only 62 years, short by today’s standard but she lived a full life.

Let us pray!

Graveside:

As we gather around this graveside I want to share with one final reason why I believe that Sharron lived a full life. Sharron lived a full life because death didn’t end life for her; it just began a new life for her in the presence of God.

The Apostle Paul tells us in his writings that to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. She blinked and one moment she was here in her earthly body that was worn out and tired. With the next blink she was in the presence of God no longer confined to that old worn out body. How do you know that Bro Dave? It is God’s promise to everyone who knows Him as Savior and Lord.
I plead with you even as we gather at this graveside, if you don’t know Jesus as your personal Savior talk with one of the ministers before you leave this place. The next time we gather together at a graveyard it might be for your funeral.  At that time your future has been set- you will be either in the presence of God or spend an eternity apart from Him. Sharon chose life in the presence of God. And I hope you will too. Let us pray!
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