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I. Rules for War – Heart Must Be Prepared
A. Battles are part of Life

1. Vs. 1 – When you go to war…

B. The size of your fear is directly related to the size of your God. 

1. Vs 1 …see horses and chariots and an army greater than yours do not be afraid of them because the Lord your God.

2. If you begin to focus on the problem, the less we are aware of the size of our God.
C. You lose your motivation to battle when fear takes over.

1. Vs 2-4

2. The priest was to address the troops and encourage them.

3. You can not separate God from any aspect of your life. The God of the sanctuary is also the God of the battle.
II. Rules for War- Choosing an Army

A. God has a strange way of encouraging us. The concern is that we might be fearful because we have fewer men and horses and chariots. And what does God do? He sends home those who might be distracted leaving even fewer men. 

1. Vs. 5-9
2. Distractions include: wealth, work, women and worry. And in the NT God confronts each one of those distractions.

3. He has a different reason for sending them home because of worry. It is because the others might catch your worry. Worry is contagious.
4. Think about it for a second. If you use the analogy of the battle as doing kingdom work God is telling us don’t manipulate people. We may be able to twist their arm; make them fell real guilty but what you will do is fill your slots with weak soldiers.
III. Rules for War- Distant Enemy

A. The cities surrounding the land of Israel were to be treated differently than the cities that were to be occupied. First, the surrounding cities.

B. The distant cities were to be offered peace first. If peace was accepted then the city would become a tributary to Israel- paying taxes, and becoming servants to Israel.

C. If they refused the offer of peace then they were to lay siege to the city- kill all the men, and they could plunder the city and take the women and children.

D. The Gibeonites used that against the Israelites in Joshua 9:3-27. The people were punished during the reign of Saul because he broke the treaty (2Sam. 21:2-5).

IV. Rules for War- Engaging the Near Enemy

A. These cities everyone was to die.  God is concern that you don’t learn the world’s way and obviously that has to be pretty important to God to take these measures.
B. The only thing to keep of theirs was the fruit trees. They were to keep the fruit trees because they were going to live there.
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