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Introduction:
Has your Christian life become so uninteresting, so hum drum that God doesn’t excite you any more? Oh, you come to church, all right, but it is out of a sense of obligation, not out of a sense of excitement that today might be the day you discover something new about God or something new about yourself that will change your life forever.

Maybe that excitement ended when you outgrew Vacation Bible School. Oh, you loved Vacation Bible School and God was so real to you back then but suddenly you were too old to participate. Maybe that excitement ended when you attended college and that college professor stood stoically in front of the class and announced that “there is no God.”
Maybe that excitement ended as a young adult with the pressures of a marriage and a new family or maybe it was the demands of an upwardly moving career that stole that excitement for God out of your life. Maybe that excitement ended as a senior adult. Maybe the aches and pains of growing old or maybe it was all the things that you have seen in your life up to this point but that excitement for God has long since disappeared.
Today, we want to restore that excitement for God back into our lives. No matter where you lost it I believe that we can rediscover it. And to do that, I just want to look at one verse in Matthew Chapter 13. Turn with me in your Bible to Matthew Chapter 13 verse 44.
Matthew 13:44 (NIV) 
44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
Body:

1. I will rediscover that excitement for God when I put myself in the right place for God to renew my excitement.
44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it…
A. The man in our parable was a laborer. He was plowing the field of another man. As a laborer he was doing what a laborer needed to do and he was exactly where a laborer needed to be.

B. If this laborer chose to take it easy today and not to go to work he wouldn’t have found the treasure. If he decided to go down to his favorite fishing spot today, he wouldn’t have found the treasure. If he decided just to hang out with the guys today, he wouldn’t have found the treasure. The only way for him to find that treasure was to be doing where a laborer needs to do in the place where a laborer needs to do it.
C. The same thing applies to us as Christians. There is a place we need to be when God’s House is open and there is a thing we need to be doing when we are here and that is praising God. It is the ideal place for me to meet God and it is the ideal place for me to renew my excitement for God.
D. I am not going to find that renew excitement for God by sleeping in on Sunday morning. I am not going to find that renewed excitement for God by going to my favorite fishing hole. I am not going to find my renewed excitement for God by hanging out with the guys. For a Christian to find that renewed excitement, he or she needs to be where a Christian needs to be; doing what a Christian needs to be doing.

2. I will rediscover that excitement for God when I truly realize how great God is and how He can change my life in only a second.
… When a man found it, he hid it again… 
A. The laborer was plowing the land owner’s field in the hot desert sun. The sun was beating down on his back. The laborer could feel the heat coming up from the ground burning the soles of his feet. All he could think about was getting what needed to be done, done; collecting his money and returning home.
B. But suddenly, in a moment, in a twinkle of an eye, quickly his life is changed. He has found a treasure that would change his life. It wasn’t by some process that his life is changed. It wasn’t by some 12 step program that his life was changed. You know they have 12 step programs for everything nowadays. His life was changed quickly by a single event.

C. The Bible is full of examples where a person’s life was changed suddenly by a single event.  The shepherds were in the field tending their sheep when suddenly a choir of angels broke out in song announcing the birth of a king and the shepherds’ lives were changed.

The Samaritan woman who went to the well to draw water in the heat of the day met Jesus and her life was quickly changed not by a process but by a single event.

The Philippian jailer who was assigned to guard Paul and Silas was ready to kill himself because he thought his prisoners had escaped when in a moment his life was spared and more importantly changed because he encountered Jesus.

D. As a Christian I should be the most excited person in the world because God can change my life in only a moment. When I gather together with other believers I should radiate with excitement because this might be the Sunday that God is going to change me. As a pastor I need to be excited when people come to the altar during an invitation because maybe this time in a moment that person’s life will be changed forever.
3. I will rediscover that excitement for God and I must hide it deep within my heart so that it is not stolen.
…he hid it again…

A. The laborer found a great treasurer and instead of running around showing it to everyone he hides it. Why did he hide it? Simply, because he didn’t want it stolen. He wanted to be able buy the field, secure the treasure and put it in a safe place. 

B. We Christians need to learn to put our excitement for God deep within our heart so it doesn’t get stolen. Most of the time we have to rediscover that excitement that we once had for God because it has been stolen.

C. What steals our excitement for God? The circumstances of our lives steal the excitement that we have for God. Troubled relationships steal our excitement for God. Illness steals our excitement for God. Financial troubles steal our excitement for God. And certainly, the devil steals our excitement for God.

4.  I will rediscover that excitement for God when I see God as more valuable than anything else in my life.
…and sold all he had…
A. I have a placard in my house that reads: “we always have time for the things we put first.” I think it is also equally true that we will do what needs to be done in order to get the very thing we want.
B. In our parable the laborer was willing to sell all that he had. It probably tells us that he wasn’t a wealthy man because in order to get that field, he would have nothing left. He would sell it all. That tells me that treasure in that field was pretty important to him. 

C. I wonder today, how important is God in your life? How important is having that excitement for God in your life? Are you willing to put away those things that get in the way of that relationship with God today?

D. The laborer sold all that he had; what will you do?

5.  I will rediscover that excitement for God when I exercise spiritual follow through.  
…and bought that field.
A. To get the treasure, he had to go home get everything sold that he had, gather up the money and then finalize the deal. It took some follow through on the laborer’s part. If he sold everything he had and didn’t follow through on finalizing the transaction he would have come up empty.

B. I believe that so many Christians have no spiritual follow through. God, may be telling you today that if you want that spiritual excitement in your life to do something. You walk to the altar to tell God I am going to do it but when you leave church you have no spiritual follow through. 

C. And you wonder why you don’t have any excitement for spiritual things. It is because you didn’t follow through with what God has asked you to do.

D. The laborer followed through, do you? 
Conclusion:

The emphasis of this parable is not the treasure but on the joy; the emphasis was on the excitement that seized the laborer. He was carried away by the excitement; he was compelled by the excitement. He sold his old cap; he sold his old cup; he sold his winter cloak because of the excitement of the treasure.

Today, are you willing to seize the moment and place everything on the altar in order to rediscover the excitement of that personal relationship with God?

There was an element of urgency in the story. He didn’t hesitate to sell it all for the treasure. Are you willing to sell out for Jesus this morning?
Let us pray!
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