Remember the Lord

Deuteronomy 8


Our Study
1. Tonight, we want to look at how God leads His people. And in vs. 2 Moses makes it quite plain that God lead the Israelites. And I believe that it is quite clear from other Scriptures that God leads us today. What about Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) 
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 

2. But what I want us to see that as God leads it is a strange mixture of our life struggles and His divine interventions.

a. Life struggle- Look at verse 15 with me. It is a desert that they are in; He didn’t lead them to a vacation paradise but a dry dusty desert filled with venomous snakes and scorpions.

b. Divine intervention- Vs 15 He brought you water out of the rock; Vs 16 He gave you manna to eat that we know fell from heaven. 

c. Life struggle: In Exodus 12:11 the people were to were to eat the Passover Lamb as if they were to leave Egypt in a hurry. This means that they probably left not being able to take all of their possessions. 
d. Divine intervention- in Vs 4 your clothes did not wear out.

e. Life’s struggle- In Vs 4 their feet were in constant contact with the hot desert floor.

f. Divine intervention- In Vs 4 their feet did not swell.

3. Let’s just look at a couple of other examples outside the confines of the Israelite journey to prove that is how God works in all our lives.
a. Abraham had a life struggle problem that he encountered because he had relations with Hagar the maid to get a son that he though would be his heir. But God divinely intervened and gave him Isaac, the promised son. Life struggles and divine intervention are present.

b. Joseph had a life struggle of times in prison because of something that he did not do. But then he had a divine intervention and was able to tell the king the answer to his dreams and made second in charge of all Egypt. Joseph experienced life struggles and divine intervention. We experience life struggles and divine intervention in our own lives.
4. Why this combination of life struggles and divine interventions?

a. The fluctuation between life’s struggle and divine intervention allows us to see our own heart. Look at Vs 2.
b. The fluctuation between life’s struggles and divine intervention so that we can know for ourselves how dependent we are upon God. Vs 3.

5. So why is seeing our heart and knowing our dependence upon God so important to us.

a. Vs 5 Without it, we would reject the discipline of the Lord.

b. Vs 12-14, Without it we are more likely to allow our pride to run wild. 

c.  Vs 17- 18 Moses again reminds us that our pride can run wild.

6. The outcome of rejecting the discipline of the Lord and allowing pride to take over.  Vs 19-20

7. The outcome of knowing your heart and your dependence upon God.  Vs 7-9

8. Which do we want for our life?
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